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Question: 
 
Senator FIERRAVANTI-WELLS: I will provide you with some copies of an article 
in the Age from the end of 2009 in relation to two Melbourne hospitals, Northern 
Hospital and Ballarat Health Service. The article states, ‘Sources within those 
hospitals say public outpatients are being sent to private clinics for scans or pathology 
tests.’ The article is about the investigation, and obviously the Commonwealth 
spokesperson has made a comment, the inference being that there would be some 
investigation of the matter. Could you take this question on notice? I would appreciate 
it if you did undertake an investigation and provide details of the outcome of that 
investigation in relation to any reported action as opposed to what may be referred to 
in the article?  

Ms Golightly: Yes. 
 
Answer: 
 
Information Privacy Principle 11 of the Privacy Act 1988, as well as section 130 of 
the Health Insurance Act 1973, set legislative restrictions which preclude Medicare 
Australia from providing information about specific investigations. 
 
 


