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Senator Payne asked:

It isnow two and a half years since the National Partnership Agreement on Remote Indigenous
Housing was signed, half way to the 2013 deadline of reducing Indigenous homel essness by 30%.
What progress has been made to date?

How will the ABS proposals to use different measurements of homelessness affect this target?

Answer:

The National Partnership Agreement on Remote Indigenous Housing (NPARIH) performance target
is based on Census data and the next available information on progress toward the target will be
available following the 2011 Census. Datafrom the 2011 Census will be progressively released by
the ABS from 1 July 2012.

The Counting the Homel ess methodol ogy which is used to determine homelessness from the Census
datais currently being reviewed. The ABS released its discussion paper on the review for public
consultation, accompanied by public discussion forumsin al Australian capital cities between April
and May 2011. The final methodological paper is still to be released by the ABS.

The revised methodology for estimating homel ess people will apply to the 2011 Census and revised
estimates for 2001 and 2006 will be published to maintain comparability over time. The NPARIH
performance target of a 30 per cent reduction in the incidence of homelessness in remote Australia
by 2013 will continue to apply.

It isimportant to acknowledge that the Census counts are point-in-time snapshots that do not
provide a complete picture of homelessness. Other initiatives, such as the new homel essness
services data collection, longitudinal study of homelessness and ABS surveys, such as the General
Social Survey, will also be used to inform our understanding of homelessness over time.



