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Senator Siewert asked:  
 
How much of the $190m over 4 years has been spent to date? What are the forward 
projections?  
 
Answer: 
 
The Australian Government committed $190 million to the Helping Children with Autism 
package.  The Department of Health and Ageing was allocated $20.7 million to implement 
new Medicare items and a further $23.3 million was made available to Department of 
Education, Employment and Workplace Relations for initiatives that aim to improve the 
educational outcomes of children with Autism. The remainder of the funding within this 
package is managed by the Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and 
Indigenous Affairs (FaHCSIA). 
 
The FaHCSIA HCWA funding sits within the Support and Services for People with 
Disability appropriation – Outcome 5. 
 
As at 18 March 2011, a total of $102.5million of the funding made available to FaHCSIA 
through this package has been spent. 
 
 
 
 
 


