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Dear Chair

I am writing in relation to my letter of 14 August 2019 in relation to the Migration 
Amendment (Temporary Sponsored Parent Visa and Other Measures) Regulations 
2019.

Further to that letter, it may be of interest to the Committee that Schedule 1 to the 
Migration Amendment (Subclass 600 and 870 Visas) Regulations 2019 (the Amendment 
Regulations), which commences the day after registration, extends access to merits 
review to applicants for a Subclass 870 (Sponsored Parent (Temporary)) visa 
(Temporary Sponsored Parent visa) who were outside Australia at the time they applied 
for the visa, and who have a parent sponsor at the time their application for the visa was 
refused. Merits review is already available, under the Migration Act 1958 and the 
Migration Regulations 1994, to applicants who were in Australia at the time they applied 
for the visa.

At the time Schedule 1 to the Amendment Regulations commences, no decisions to 
refuse to grant a Temporary Sponsored Parent visa will have been made. As a result, 
the effect of these amendments is that merits review is available in relation to all 
decisions to refuse an application for a Temporary Sponsored parent visa where the 
applicant has an approved sponsor at the time of the decision, regardless of whether the 
applicant applied for the visa in or outside Australia.

I trust this information is useful to the Committee.

Yours sincerely

David Coleman

/l /r*/2019

Parliament House Canberra ACT 2600
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