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REPORT 

On 15 August 1990 Mr A. E. Harris, A.C., wrote to the Presiden. : of 

the Senate, Senator the Honourable Kerry W. Sibraa, seeking red1 ess 

under the Resolution of the Senate of 25 February 1988 relating to 

the protection of persons referred to in the Senate (Privikge 

Resolution 5). The letter referred to remarks made by Sen~tor 

MacGibbon in the Senate during debate on 25 May 1990, wtich 

followed the Senate's adoption of the Committee's 23rd R e ~ o r t  

recommending that an earlier response from Mr Harris to remsrks 

made by Senator MacGibbon be incorporated in Hansard. On 23 

August, the President, having accepted Mr Harris' letter a :  a 

submission for the purposes of the Resolution, referred the letter to 

the Committee of Privileges. 

2. On 31 August the Secretary wrote to Mr Harris informing him that 

the Committee would meet on 12 September. The Committee me : in 

private on that day, and decided, pursuant to paragraph (3) of 

Privilege Resolution 5, to consider the submission from Mr Harris. 

3. In considering the submission, the Committee did not find it necessary 

to confer with either Mr Harris or Senator MacGibbon. After deciding 

to recommend to the Senate that an agreed statement be incorpora :ed 

in Hansard pursuant to paragraph (7) of Privilege Resolution 5, the 

Committee contacted Mr Harris on 4 October, following his ret lrn 
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RESPONSE BY MR k E HARRIS, kC 

AGREED TO BY MR HARRIS 

AND THE COMMI?TEE OF PRIVILEGES 

PURSUANT TO RESOLmON 5(7)(b) 

OF THE SENATE OF 25 FEBRUARY 1988 

I object most strongly to the further attacks made on May 25, 1990 by 

Senator MacGibbon with the benefit of the full protection of Parliammt. 

The right of freedom of speech of members of Parliament, to which Senator 

MacGibbon referred, carries with it special responsibility to ensure that :he 

privilege is not abused. 
- 

It is intolerable that any citizen should be the subject of repea:ed 

unsubstantiated allegations made under the protection of Parliament and, 

more particularly, when the allegations are repeated and expanded upor in 

the context of a recommendation by the Committee of Privileges that a 

response to earlier remarks be incorporated in Hansard. 

I categorically deny: 

1. That I set out to intimidate, bully or to force Senator MacGibbon iito 

silence; 



2. That any part of my response to the earlier remarks of Senator 

MacGibbon was misleading, lacking in courtesy or dishonest. 

In my first response, I did not seek to quote from the second or tk ird 

letters which Senator MacGibbon received because he had previo~ sly 

tabled those in Hansard. I incorporated the first letter in my respo we 

because Senator MacGibbon had referred to it in his remarks a b ~ u t  

me but declined to table the letter. 

I reject the further allegations made by Senator MacGibbon about me in my 

capacity as Chairman of the Australian Sports Commission and I will 

continue to discharge my obligations of public office by seeking explanati 3ns 

whenever and from whomsoever it is appropriate to do so. 


