AUSTRALIAN DEMOCRATS COMMENTS

Senator Brian Greig

Spokesperson on Law, Justice and Human Rights

The Australian Democrats are presently engaged in widespread community consultations concerning this Bill.  We reserve our position on this Bill until such time as those consultations are concluded. 

The Australian Democrats make the following observations, however:

· Under no circumstances should people who are victims of psychological or physical violence, be they women, men or children - be compelled to participate in negotiations with the perpetrators of that violence

· Assumptions about the content and conduct of relationships are inappropriate for Governments to make, without research that is based on the way people order their lives and go about resolving conflicts that arise.

· The proper role for public policy is therefore to look at the way relationships are not against a construction of how the Government perceives family life (or its breakdown).  It is only then that appropriate dispute resolution structures within the family court can be developed.
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