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The Customs Legislation Amendment Bill (No. 1) 1998

FOREWORD AND RECOMMENDATION

The Committee has carefully considered the provisions of the bill, especially Item 3, Schedule 2, Section 16AA.

The Committee wishes to note the following.

In respect of concerns regarding the appropriate protection of information, the Committee stated at Paragraph 2.23:

The Committee believes that these matters should be addressed through appropriate privacy legislation which covers the outsourcing arrangements entered into by all government departments and agencies. The issues raised by the Law Council, especially with respect to their concerns about individuals not being a party to a contract, do have considerable implications for the protection of information held, created or obtained by Commonwealth departments and agencies.

With respect to the issue of the provision of information to overseas organisations, including commercially valuable information, see Paragraph 2.27:

The committee urges the Australian Customs Service to be mindful of the legitimate concerns of individuals and businesses in this context, and to take all steps to ensure that the agreements entered into with foreign agencies are honoured.

With respect to the issue of appropriate compensation, at Paragraph 2.32:

The Committee does suggest that appropriate compensation provisions should be developed if the existing provision at Section 34 of the Customs Act does not adequately cover loss, destruction or damage to items other than documents.

Recommendation

The Committee recommends that the bill pass without amendment.

Marise Payne

Chair
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