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Background


Migration Legislation Amendment Bill (No. 4) 1997, among other things, "merges" the current internal review mechanism with the Immigration Review Tribunal to create a new external review body, the Migration Review Tribunal (MRT). Effectively, the MRT will replace the Migration Internal Review Office and the Immigration Review Tribunal. It also introduces new procedures for the MRT and also the Refugee Review Tribunal.





Migration Legislation Amendment Bill (No. 5) 1997, among other things, limits the opportunity for judicial review of migration decisions by introducing a privative clause.





Initially, the Government introduced these provisions into the House of Representatives as a single Bill, the Migration Legislation Amendment Bill (No. 4). However, on 3 September 1997, the Government moved 11 amendments to this Bill, including the deletion of the Schedule dealing with judicial review. On the same day, the Government introduced a separate Bill containing the provisions on judicial review.


Referral of the bill


On 4 September 1997, the Senate Selection of Bills Committee referred the Migration Amendment Legislation Bill 1997 (No. 4) to the Senate Legal and Constitutional Legislation Committee for inquiry and report by 20 October 1997.





 On the same day, the Senate referred the Migration Amendment Legislation Bill 1997 (No. 5) to the Senate Legal and Constitutional Legislation Committee for inquiry and report by 20 October 1997. The Senate subsequently extended the reporting date to 30 October 1997.


Conduct of the inquiry


The Committee invited submissions from the Minister for Immigration and Multicultural Affairs, the Hon Philip Ruddock MP, persons identified by the Selection of Bills Committee as possible witnesses, the deans of law schools and migration law experts and practitioners. Other interested parties contacted the Committee independently for information on the inquiry. The Committee also placed its terms of reference on the Internet.





�
The Committee received 20 submissions and several supplementary submissions from organisations and individuals whose names are recorded at Appendix 1. The Committee held public hearings in Melbourne on 16 September 1997 and in Sydney on 9 October 1997. Details on those who gave evidence at the hearings appear at Appendix 2.
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