Chapter 4


conclusions and recommendations


Conclusions


The Committee notes the extensive consultations on and reviews of the Crimes Amendment (Forensic Procedures) Bill 1995 and the Crimes Amendment (Forensic Procedures) Bill 1997 and welcomes the Government’s positive response to the previous Committee’s report by incorporating in whole or in part most of the recommended amendments to the Bill.


The Committee recognises the importance of the Bill in that it will assist the AFP in its ongoing efforts against crime while safeguarding the rights and privacy of individuals as well as providing a benchmark for similar legislation in the States and Territories.


The Committee notes the evidence of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission that several, but not all, of its concerns have been addressed in the Bill. The Committee also notes the response of the Attorney-General’s Department to specific matters raised in evidence and, in particular, to those raised in submissions from ATSIC and Mr David Grace QC.


The Committee further welcomes the evidence of the Attorney-General’s Department that suggested amendments have been thoroughly considered and where possible have been accommodated, while not endangering the integrity of the criminal justice system.


Finally, the Committee recognises that the passage of this legislation should not be delayed. However, the Committee considers that the Attorney-General should consider the following minor suggestions.





Recommendation


The Committee recommends that the Attorney-General reconsider clause 23XN providing that forensic procedures should be conducted by a person of the same sex in the light of a recent Australian Law Reform Commission Report recommending that such procedures, when involving children, should be conducted by a qualified person of the sex of the suspect’s choosing, and if the suspect does not wish to exercise this choice, by a person of the same sex. 














Recommendation


The Committee also recommends that the Attorney-General consider amending the Crimes Amendment (Forensic Procedures) Bill 1997 to provide for the disposal and destruction of the video tape recordings of forensic procedures.





Recommendation 


The Committee recommends that the Senate pass the Crimes Amendment (Forensic Procedures) Bill 1997. 
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