Chapter 1


CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION


Introduction


In his second reading speech on the Constitutional Convention (Election) Bill 1997, the Prime Minister, the Hon John Howard, announced the Government’s intention to convene a Constitutional Convention for one session of up to ten days in December 1997.�


Composition


The Convention will compromise 152 delegates. Seventy-six delegates will be appointed by the Government and will comprise:


20 delegates from State and Territory Parliaments. The Premier, the Leader of the Opposition and a third parliamentarian nominated by the Premier will be invited as will the Chief Ministers of the Australian Capital Territory and the Northern Territory;


20 Commonwealth parliamentarians, comprising 12 Government (Coalition) members, 6 Opposition (ALP) members, one Australian Democrat and one independent; and


36 non-parliamentary delegates appointed by the government with a view to achieving broad representation, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders, local government, young people and women.�


As well, seventy-six delegates will be elected, pursuant to provisions of the Constitutional Convention (Election) Bill 1997.


Agenda


	In his second reading speech, the Prime Minister indicated that the convention will provide a forum for discussion on whether the present Constitution should be changed to a republican one and, in particular:


whether Australia should become a republic;


which republic model should be put to the electorate to consider against the status quo; and


in what time frame and under what circumstances might any change be considered.�


� 	Hansard, House of Representatives, 26 March 1997, p. 3061.


� 	Hansard, House of Representatives, 26 March 1997, p. 3062.


� 	Hansard, House of Representatives, 26 March 1997, p. 3061.
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