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Annual reports of statutory authorities

Reports referred to the committee

1.1 The following annual reports of statutory authorities were referred to the committee for examination and report:

· Australian Security Intelligence Organization Annual Report 1996-97;

· Federal Court of Australia Annual Report 1996-97;

· Inspector-General of Intelligence and Security Annual Report 1996-97;

· National Crime Authority Annual Report 1996-97; and

· Refugee Review Tribunal Annual Report 1996-97.

1.2 The tabling dates of these reports in the Senate are recorded in Appendix 1.

Reporting guidelines

1.3 Annual reports prepared by statutory authorities are examined with reference to the Guidelines for the Content, Preparation and Presentation of Annual Reports by Statutory Authorities, tabled in the Senate on 11 November 1982. The guidelines are reproduced at Appendix 2.

1.4 The committee notes that the reporting requirements for statutory authorities are guidelines only and therefore differing approaches to and formats for reporting may be adopted. However, statutory authorities whose operations are similar to those of government departments should consult the revised requirements for departmental annual reports tabled in March 1994 and comply with them as far as it is considered appropriate to do so.

1.5 Regardless of which guidelines or requirements statutory authorities use, the committee considers that accountability to Parliament should be the central objective of the annual reports of statutory authorities.

Transmittal details

1.6 Transmittal details are a useful part of the process for determining the timeliness of reports. The committee considers it desirable that signed and dated letters of transmittal are included in annual reports. The five reports examined in this chapter contained appropriate transmittal details.

Requirements to report and table

1.7 The enabling legislation for an authority usually includes a statutory requirement to report to the minister, and reporting and tabling deadlines may also be specified. In the absence of such specified deadlines, subsections 34C(2) and (3) of the Acts Interpretation Act 1901 provides the relevant deadlines.

1.8 Subsection 34C(2) requires a report to be provided to the minister within six months of the end of the relevant reporting period. Subsection 34C(3) requires the minister to table a copy of a report in each House of Parliament within fifteen sitting days after its receipt by the minister. In order to ensure that appropriate information is used to determine the timeliness of reporting and tabling (and as recommended by the Senate Standing Committee on Finance and Public Administration), certain information is provided by the Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet. The list of government reports tabled on sitting days includes (where available) the date on which each report was submitted to the minister and the date that report was received by the minister, respectively.

1.9 The annual reports examined in this chapter satisfied the relevant reporting and tabling requirements, either under the enabling legislation or pursuant to the Acts Interpretation Act 1901. The committee notes that the Refugee Review Tribunal, although established by statute, has no statutory reporting or tabling requirement.

Enabling legislation

1.10 The committee is pleased to note that each of the five annual reports examined complied with the requirement to clearly state the legislation under which it operates.

Other reporting requirements

1.11 Although aids to access information are not required under the guidelines in Appendix 2, the committee considers that the inclusion of such aids may assist readers to more easily access the information contained in annual reports. The committee therefore believes that, similarly to departmental annual reports, the following aids should also be included in the annual reports of statutory authorities, where practicable:

· a table of contents;

· an alphabetical index;

· a compliance index; and

· a glossary.

1.12 The annual reports dealt with in this chapter each included a table of contents and a compliance index. Three reports contained an alphabetical index (the exceptions being the Inspector-General of Intelligence and Security and the Refugee Review Tribunal). The annual reports covered in this chapter conformed with the other reporting requirements listed in the guidelines in Appendix 2.

1.13 The committee offers the following additional comments in regard to two of the annual reports.

Refugee Review Tribunal Annual Report

1.14 The Refugee Review Tribunal (RRT) annual report is both well‑organised and well‑presented. The committee is pleased to note that the report includes a compliance index. The committee suggests that the RRT may wish to consider the inclusion also of an alphabetical index, to assist in access to information in the report.

National Crime Authority Annual Report

1.15 The committee commends the National Crime Authority (NCA) in continuing to provide an index to compliance with section 61 of the National Crime Authority Act 1984, in accordance with past recommendations by the Parliamentary Joint Committee on the National Crime Authority.

Conclusion

1.16 Having examined the 1996-97 annual reports of these five statutory authorities, the committee finds them to be apparently satisfactory.

� 	Correspondence, Mr Bill Blick, First Assistant Secretary, Government Division, Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet, to Departmental Secretaries, 18 March 1994, p. 1.





