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	PARLIAMENT HOUSE

CANBERRA  ACT  2600

Telephone: + 61 2 6277 3526

Facsimile: + 61 2 6277 5818

E-mail: ecita.sen@aph.gov.au




ENVIRONMENT, COMMUNICATIONS, INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AND THE ARTS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

Public Hearing: Sydney

Inquiry into the Australian Telecommunications Network; Inquiry into the Role of Libraries in the Online Environment

Senator Lyn Allison, Chair of the Senate Environment, Communications, Information Technology and the Arts References Committee, announced today that the Committee will be holding a public hearing tomorrow in Melbourne in relation to its inquiries into the Australian Telecommunications Network and the Role of Libraries in the Online Environment. 

The hearing, details of which are shown overleaf, will be held as follows:


Thursday, 28 November 2002, from 9am to 5pm (approx)


Watsons Bay Room, Carlton Crest Hotel,

169 – 179 Thomas Street, Haymarket, Sydney

Senator Allison stated that:

The present state of Australia’s telecommunications network and its future direction are subjects of considerable public interest and discussion. The Committee intends to conduct an independent, open, transparent and comprehensive inquiry into all aspects of the Australian telecommunications network and telecommunications services, especially as they relate to service provision in rural and regional areas.

It will also hold a hearing into the role of libraries as providers of public information in the online environment. At a time when the issue of information access and delivery is assuming great importance, the Committee plans to investigate community patterns of demand for public information services, the part played by libraries in this process, ways of enhancing services, and the contribution which governments could make to ensure the most effective use of library resources.

The public and the media are welcome to observe the proceedings. The Committee authorises the broadcasting of its proceedings in accordance with the Senate’s standing requirements.

Terms of reference and copies of all submissions are available from the Committee’s website or by telephoning the ECITA Committee Secretariat.

For further details: 

Senator Lyn Allison, Chair, ph:  0407 691 512;  02 6277 3076  or  03 9416 1880

ECITA Committee Secretariat, ph: 02 6277 3526; 0417 695 340, or the Committee’s website:


http://www.aph.gov.au/senate_environment
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