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Dear Mr Sherd

Inquiry into the Distribution of the Parliamentary Papers Series - public
hearing, 31 October 2005

1 The transcript of the public hearing of the Inquiry into the Distribution of
the Parliamentary Papers Series records the following exchange:

Ms CORCORAN—Thank you very much for your very clear submission
and presentation this morning. I want to talk a little about the point you
make about the index being a good discovery tool but somewhat after the
event. Perhaps you can explain that to me. I am a newcomer to all of this;
how does that work?

Ms Smith—The Parliamentary Library compiles an index to parliamentary
papers, but it does not do it until the end of the year. Even then, it is
generally somewhat into the next year before it is available. If it is
suggested that government libraries could use that as a way of tracking
down the previous year's papers, you are not guaranteed that they are all
still available at that time.

2 1 wish to point out that the Parliamentary Library's index to the
Parliamentary Papers Series (PPS) (at:
http://www.aph.gov.au/Library/paripapers.htm) is updated more frequently than
stated in the transcript. We enter details of tabled papers as we receive them. To
date, the latest paper entered was tabled on 9 November 2005. The initial entry
would comprise the author, title, date tabled and the Daily Papers List number.
We then add the PPS number when we are advised of it by the Table Office. The
latest PPS number entered was 535/2005, for a paper tabled on 10 Oct 2005.
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