Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, rex calvert, of howrah make the following statement on the basis of

my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a tafe teacher, in the postcode of 7018.

yes - my son went to tafe to study cert 3 in cookery

tafe is the best place for those who wish to obtain or study VET to attend. those who

teach there have nationally acredited VET quals.

my son studied cookery at college , he always said the teachers were not up to

industry standard.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...



yes. budget cuts have meant that those seeking to gain or upgrade their qualifications

to enhance their employment prospects now pay full cost recovery.

yes. job losses due to buget shortfalls has resulted in less staff doing more at the

expense of teachers being able to teach. the students and Australia are the losers.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€,our
future prosperity, that relies on a qualfied workforce, will be affected if there is not a

well resourced public provider to set the standard for VET delivery in Australia.

Submitted by
rex calvert of howrah
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Caitlin Goldfinch, of Moana make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a , in the postcode of 5169.

I'm currently undertaking a Bachelor of Visual Arts and Design course through
Adelaide College of the Arts Tafe and it is the best decision I've ever made.

I'm happier when I'm here. | took this course because when trying to get into an art
course through university, | got rejected.

The environment is creative and warm and | feel at home here.
You don't get a chance to learn these kind of skills in a university environment. Some
people also learn better through hands - on activities, | know | do. You can't always

learn something through writing essays.

Like | said before, if it wasn't for tafe, | wouldn't be studying what I love and would



probably be really unhappy right now.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...

Yes! Second and third year classes are being joined, broken equipment can't get

replaced, we need to go buy equipment that would normally be supplied by the college

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because...

Submitted by

Caitlin Goldfinch of Moana
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, , of Brookvale make the following statement on the basis of my
personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise stated.

The federal and state governments are both responsible for the degradtion of skill
training in Australia. Private RTO's are destroying the education industry by focusing
on assessment and not focusing on training.

Government is trying to fast track apprenticeships when once againg the acquistion of
skill is just as if not more important then knowledge. Skills cannot be fastracked!!!!

TAFE's role in training is now more important than ever.

Submitted by
of Brookvale
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Frances Hawton, of Castle Hill make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a FT teacher, in the postcode of 2154.

I went through university after leaving school.

My son has been to TAFE and hs a career in IT.

TAFE develops pratical skills of people, and ensures that they have the skills that
businesses need. In accounting, TAFE graduates have the practical knowledge to
undertake the tasks required in most offices. University graduates have very different

skills, which are not as practical.

I have taught in TAFE for 20 years, as a part-time teacher, a full-time teacher and a
head Teacher. | have seen many people who came into their first course with few

pracical skills, very little confidence and no self-belief....... | have seen those same



people leave 18 months later with confidence, skills and the knowledge that they can
take on the world - it was not just about acheiving a qualification, it was about building
their skills so that they felt confident about going out and getting a job, and being able
to perform in that job.

I work in Granville, with some of the most disadvantaged people in Australia - most are
from NESB backgrounds, some are from cultures where women, in particular, are not
valued very highly. The change TAFE cam make in the lives of these people is
amazing! they leave here to become valuable members of the Australian workforce,

and go on to become role models for others from their communities.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...

Yes, we have students who come to us for later-stage courses (eg Accounting
Diploma) who studied their Cert IV at provate colleges....they have a qualification, but
they have not learned any of the skills to go along with it. Their understanding of the
material is virtually non-existent. this has occurred on numerous occasions, not just

once or twice.

we are cutting back on the courses that we offer, and we are being asked constantly to
find more cost saving - inevitably, this means that class sizes are bigger, or we cannot
offer students as much support as we would like. it also means that we have ceased
offering our courses at some campuses (eg. Accounting can no longer be done at
Wetherill Park college) as many of our students are mothers returning to the workforce,
they cannot attend a TAFE a long distance from home, also many are generally
lower-socio economic, they canot the transport to drive a long way to another

campus......these people will miss out.

as above



| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because too many
people will end up without an education if we don't do something. the move to private
colleges may mean more qualfications, but it will not increase SKILLS. people need
real training, where they learn new skills, to be able to be of value to their
employers....having a qualification without the skills behind it will not help the country in
the long-run. TAFE has the ability to change people's lives - to give them new hope,
new confidence, new potential and a chance to change their lives, and those of their
children. there is so much knowledge and ability in TAFE - we risk that all that will be

lost if the government continues down this path

Submitted by
Frances Hawton of Castle Hill
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Joyce Pickup, of Minto make the following statement on the basis
of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

TAFE in NSW provides quality education and training for peolpe from all different
backgrounds depending on demographic areas. It allows for people from disadvataged
backgrounds and people who have not had the same 'life chances' to achieve
education and skills that allows them to further their career options and become
contibuters to the community. For example a single mum can begin with a course in
Career Employment and Education for Women continue onto Tertiary Preparation
Certificate then to University to qualify as a in Nursing, Teaching, Law, etc and become
not only able to support herself and her children but also contibute to the community.
The example is not an isolated case | have seen it happen many times for many
students, were being able to begin with a low level course and achieve success has
enabled the individual to gain not only acedemically but also self confidence and go on
to achieve skills and worthwhile professions. Policies and cuts that are being made to

TAFE will not only abandon people from disadvataged background but in the future will



create a skills shortage. By making TAFE into a system of contestable funding can only
led to an eventual undermining of quality and standards that are so valued in the TAFE

system and respected by the community.

Submitted by
Joyce Pickup of Minto
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Susan Reid, of Coniston make the following statement on the basis
of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

I am years old and work as a business consultant, in the postcode of 2500.

| left school at 16 and studied at TAFE until pregnancy at 17 forced me out of the
workforce. The skills | learnt at TAFE assisted me to find employment after having the
baby. Years later | attended TAFE again at differing intervals which assisted with me
gaining my current position and the confidence to successfully complete a university

degree.l am now on a six figure salary in a full time job thanks to my TAFE training.

TAFE trainers are very experienced as they work or have worked in the field of study.
Trainers pass on valuable insights as well as meeting training package requirements.
The teachers | have dealt with have close ties to the community and industry to help
gain employment prospects for students. Most teachers go far beyond the basic

requirements to assist their students.



| left school at 16 due to a father who said girls get married and have babies, they don't
need an education. | was forced to leave school even though | wanted to continue and
was an A student. TAFE offered a scholarship for secretarial studies, which | achieved,
and this paid for my training. | did fall pregnant but completed the course and work
experience. This helped me to gain employment after the birth. The positive
experience | enjoyed at TAFE encouraged me to attend several times over the ensuing
years. Studies at TAFE have helped me to gain several positions to better my
prospects and support myself when | became divorced. | am still working full time and
using TAFE to gain more skills to keep me up to date and ready for change in the

workplace.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...

| attended a community college to undertake a qualification as the timing and location
suited me. The trainer told me after the first lesson and discussion that he learnt so
much from the group as we had more experience than him! Another private training
organisation was supposed to be assessing me for Project Management Diploma and |
hardly gained any additional skills as | had to teach myself form the text and then
provide evidence. At leat TAFE courses cover the material well, provide real- life
scenarios and hands on skills for practice that give you confidence. Practice with

appropriate feedback is very important when learning new skills.

Job losses have occurred in some areas and cuts to courses that are now gone or full
fee paying. This has narrowed opportunities for my community and the future of our

youth who already have a high unemployment rate in the lllawarra.

TAFE has been impacted by job losses, course cuts, course fee increases and

diminished opportunities, especially for local youth training.



| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because TAFE is
an integral part of my community that provides training and employment opportunities
across all industry areas. Without TAFE private trainers will charge more while
providing minimal teaching to the detriment of skills standards. At least with TAFE in

the picture there is a good standard that most private trainers try to match.

Submitted by
Susan Reid of Coniston
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Nirmal Chowdhury, of Woodcroft make the following statement on
the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a community worker, in the postcode of 2767.

I am immigrant and currently a citizen of Australia. | did my uni degree from overseas
which didn't bring me any job here. | then went to TAFE NSW to do a certificate IV
course in IT that then helped me getting a job. | then did a diploam in part time evening
mode which has brought me a promotion in job and | have been working in IT industry

ever since. So, | would say, these TAFE courses actually changed my life.

TAFE NSW has been built over many years. It has become a very strong institution for
VET training of which there is no parallel instotute. It's low fee also has helped many
Australians change their career when there was a problem with their current jobs. To
my knowledge TAFE has always been keen in updating its course delivery to the

current VET needs. Its teachers are great. | would like to see it continued for years to



come for our next generation.

As mentioned in question 1, it helped me finding a job that changed my life. As my
previous uni degree didn't bring any opportunity for me here in Australia, but definitely
the TAFE diploma did.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...

Not applicable to myself. But to my knowledge, it definitely helps a lot of people in

regional area to whom there is no other option but to go to TAFE.

| have seen quite a few private training organisations started their business with huge
hi-fi but finally got liquidated. One | can remember in NSW was ComputerPower. There
have been a few others that | heard of and read about in newspapers in Sydney, but |
can't remember their names. These musroom training organisations are there to make

money, not to provide quality training to our fellow citizens that TAFE does.

Every year we hear from my relatives and colleagues who attend TAFE that their class
time (number of hours per week) has been cut down, duration of courses has been cut
down (eg, diplomas are now run over one semester full time in place of one year full
time). These are due to funding cut to teaching sections. It ultimately will affect the

respective industry who will not get the properly trainined and skilled people.

So, far the state govt's cut has affected the quality of course delivery. However, | know
a few TAFE teachers who told me that they are working hard to give students the best
possible technical training possible within the reduced budget. What we are now

hearing that the NSW state govt (like Victoria and SA) is going to make TAFE compete



with private VET provirders (who are no way able to compete withTAFE due to their
resource limitations and hunger of making money), and setting course fees in TAFE
become like private providers (thousands of dollars in place of few hundred dollars),
plus expecting all TAFE teaching sections to match what their private competitors are
doing. This will simply force the TAFE teaching sections compromise the quality of
their course delivery and as a result majority of TAFE graduates (like graduates from
most of the private providers) will be less skilled in the industry and Australian

Industries will greatly suffer from that.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€]

The current reduction of TAFE funcding cut along with the future privatising plan in
TAFE will seriously affect the future of our local industries. Where we are supposed to
compete with the other less expensive overseas labour markets, instead we are
lowering the quality of our future graduates. Also, once such degradation is done and
industries are affected it will be irreversible, and that will push the industries to either
outsource our jobs to overseas countries or bring temp visa holders in to run their
businesses. So, please make state govts stop reducing funding and stop it changing
the future of TAFE in becoming like a private vet provider. Please save Australian

future in the VET sector.

Submitted by
Nirmal Chowdhury of Woodcroft
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Jack Randell, of Dubbo make the following statement on the basis
of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a artist, in the postcode of 2830.

I have been a tradesman most of my working life and have trained 8 people in to the
industry | worked in using TAFE as a formal base for their qualifications. | have
changed careers in recent years and now engage in training via the TAFE system to

compliment that transition.

TAFE training is vocationally based, and therefore the tutors and the courses have a

practicality not met in other training | have undertaken.

| have coordinated a scholarship for regional arts students without the means to attend
metropolitan art schools. | have withessed students acquire TAFE qualifications in a

regional setting, and then take up university studies in major centres. TAFE in regional



centres is very important as a transition from high school to university for

disadvantaged students.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means access to further education

without leaving my family.

The course that | am now staying at TAFE is 12 weeks ( 12 hour contact + 12 hours
asynchronous ). It is diploma level study in online teaching. A local private college is
offering the same course as a 4 week (12 hour contact). | don't know how they would

hope to cover the scope of the subject in this time.

Access to some of the part-time tutors has been reduced.

It has demoralised the full-time staff and disenfranchised the part-timers.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because it plays a
key role in regional communities as it is often the only learning hub outside of school
offering transferable nationally recognised qualifications.

Submitted by

Jack Randell of Dubbo
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Kerry Wellington, of CARRUM make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Senior Educator, in the postcode of 3199.

| am appalled by what the funding cuts have done for the ongoing well being of our

students.

We need to invest in education and our future generations, give them the opportunity

to be the best they can.
| came through doing a short course, then through to Adv Diploma qualification then
teaching qualifications and many of my professional friends have upgraded and

qualified in the areas they are working

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...



We have calls saying they cannot even remember the name and qualification that they
had to answer questions for to get their "piece of paper" - reduces value, quality and

integrity of what we are trying to do.

We were all sacked 21 December last year.

Courses reduced, costs increased, staffing reduced, educational value lost.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because we need

to Invest in our future!

Submitted by
Kerry Wellington of CARRUM
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Stewart Terras, of JEWELLS make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a mechanic, in the postcode of 2280.

I have 3 children my daughter went to tafe to learn commercial cooking, my first son
went to tafe to learn green keeping and my second son is in his first year at tafe doing
a certificate 3 in heavy vehicle mechanics. | have also done several tafe courses which

has placed me in good stead for the current position.

Tafe gives people from all works of life real and relavent training which is world class.

While | have found private providers do not do quality training they just tick and flick

friend who works has worked for private providers and she continually withesses

unethical training from private providers both here in Newcastle and also in Sydney!!!!



I grew up in a small country town, my father was from the stolen genaration.... | could
not get a break at my home town so | moved to Newcastle, got a job and upskilled

myself at Glendale TAFE. | have attained the highest pass in the state with one of my
studies and also the highest pass in the Hunter valley in another course... If it was not

for TAFE and its government funding | don't know where | would be today!!

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means... | came from a small country
town and | know how hard it is to become skilled. | would have had to drive almost 2

hours to attend courses if | was still living at my home town..

YES.... There are many poor quality private training companies one lare local training
company was given 9 million dollars of federal funding and from all reports they do not
do quality training, | know of some people stating that theory exams were given to
students, the teacher told the students the answers were on his desk and he then went
out of the room and returned much later when the students had completed the exam...
SURPRISE THEY ALL PASSED... A close friend of mine is a retail trainer she has [she
was employed by tafe wide bay in QLD] told me of four training companies she has
worked for and the students all have to pass or the training company does not get paid,
one course was a cert 2 in retail delivered in four and a half days... surprise they all
passed or the company would not pay her... She has since dropped out of training

companies because she believes they are all crooks and thieves!!!

My youngest son's training should be be 7 week blocks of 38 hours, they have been
cut to 6 weeks and 34 hours. | know many local tafe's are cutting courses and
shedding staff... TAFE should be taught by professional TEACHERS with university

qualification's and not trainers with only a Cert 4 qualification!



My youngest son's training should be be 7 week blocks of 38 hours, they have been
cut to 6 weeks and 34 hours. | know many local tafe's are cutting courses and
shedding staff... TAFE should be taught by professional TEACHERS with university

qualification's and not trainers with only a Cert 4 qualification!

Tafe should be funded by governments so all people from any socioeconimic area can

get quality meaningfull training

Submitted by
Stewart Terras of JEWELLS
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, garry hartley, of Matraville make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a TAFE teacher, in the postcode of 2007.

After 15 year in the travel and tourism industry both overseas and in Australia | took a

teaching position at TAFE as my passion was to be teach at a vocational level.

TAFE contains a large group of community minded teachers committed to both people
seeking training and the industry from which they have come. Regular contact with
industry and our students who obtain employment means we are very in touch with
what is required for a smart and strong Australian workforce. No other section of the
training industry has the level of commitment shown by TAFE teachers. | have a
Masters Degree with first class honours and have chosen to remain at the head
teacher level so | can continue to have maximum impact in the classroom and at the

teacher level.



TAFE has very open access as is shown by the enormous diversity of students. This
includes university educated who have found it difficult to gain employment due to their
lack of practical industry skills. | can also sight students who never thought they could

gain entry to University until they came to TAFE and completed a course.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...

Not applicable

We regularly have students enrolling with us who have a certificate Il course from a
private provider and do not demonstrate the competencies shown on their transcript.
some even ask to repeat their qualification because they "have not learned anything”

(their words) in their private course.

Budget cuts are having a noticeable effect. We are able to enroll less students and
teachers including myself are working much harder and more hours than 2 years ago.
It is more and more difficult to get the teachers to do the extra things as we are
extremely busy with compliance issues. Additional time is required for copying and
storage of more and more documentation. Emails have nearly doubled. The push for
commercial business is very unproductive yet consuming more and more time and

resources. This inefficient use of our core assets.

The moral is as low as | can remember it in my 17 years at TAFE. The constant
change and inability of the department to work with the Teachers Federation reflects
poorly on both. There is no trust left and it is starting to affect delivery and outcomes.
TAFE teachers are their because they believe in public and second chance education
and training. We do not deserve to be treated as we are. Above the head teacher

level there seems no longer to be any concern for our core business - the students



training for industry.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because the
damage that is presently being inflicted could take a generation to reverse. For some
reason the teachers opinions appear to rate at the bottom of pile. | trust my brief and
to the point input will be considered. Why not come into one of my classes and ask the

students..a€,

Submitted by
garry hartley of Matraville
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Paul Day, of Beechworth rd make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a , in the postcode of 2073.

sasdas

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becauseéa€]

Submitted by
Paul Day of Beechworth rd
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Alan Quick, of Heatley make the following statement on the basis of
my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a Teacher, in the postcode of 4814.

| gained the confidence to eventually complete a Bachelor Degree by first attending
TAFE and completing a Diploma in IT. | now teach what TAFE taught me and | am
passing on that knowledge to the younger generation. A great many of my past

students are now working in an industry they love and contributing to the Australian

economy.

In my particular field, IT, it is imperative for students to have hands on experience as
well as doing study online. It is as important as it is for anybody learning to drive. No

one could expect a person to drive a vehicle after having only online experience.

As stated in 1. above TAFE gave me the confidence and experience to do what |

believe | was destined to do.



Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...not only gaining a Diploma in
a particular field but moving on to University with study skills that are needed to

complete a Uni course.

Private RTO's are renowned for a tick and flick attitude when delivering a less than
guality course.
There have been TV reports of this occuring where evidence of competency is just a

staged photograph. TAFE's professional staff would never consider this.

Yes, staff are struggling immensely. When a staff member leaves or is forced into
retirement, they are never replaced but have their jobs shared amongst others who
then take on a bigger slice of the working pie. Considering the number of years this

has been happening, it is no wonder staff are suffering.

Without a doubt. Years have gone by with both sides of Government slicing more and
more. Classes have often increased to unmanageable levels with Teaching staff
having to teach and tutor using two seperate rooms, and sometimes three rooms,

darting from one to the other.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€iit is an
important, no, a very important part of society's need for furthering skills for the
workplace, or, a very important start in peoples beginnings for further higher level
education. TAFE gives the hands on skills and University provides the more theoretical

aspect of studying for a career.

Submitted by
Alan Quick of Heatley
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, chris Harney, of Macgregor make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Librarian, in the postcode of 2615.

| completed a Librarian Tech Dip. is 1999 and went on to University completing a BA
Communications in 2006. 2 of my sons did Computer Sciences at TAFT. Both have
very good jobs in IT, Networks and Records Management. Without TAFT all of this

would not be possible.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€]



Submitted by
chris Harney of Macgregor
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Susan Main, of Bassendean make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a University Lecturer, in the postcode of 6054.

The school system failed my son but he is thriving at TAFE. He is motivated, engaged
and consequently achieving good results. Something his high school teachers would

find hard to believe.

TAFE has a vital role to play in the Australian Educational landscape. It is a place
where children, like my son, can achieve success in courses that are practical and
aligned with industry standards. He can see the value in the study he is doing because

his teachers have close links with the industry in which he wants to work.

The ability to specialise in areas of interest is important to many children and, while a

general education is important, sometimes this option is the only thing that keeps them



off the streets.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...

Education is the means to improving Australia's economic position and | urge the

committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded.

Submitted by
Susan Main of Bassendean
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Anthony Kelly, of Putney make the following statement on the basis
of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

I'm 45 years old dn work as a Technical Specialist in the area Electronic products.

| started out leaving school mid Year 11 to take up an apprenticeship in the field of
Electronic Trades. Once I finished the core course at TAFE, it allowed me to continue
on doing other courses and eventually to a Certificate level. To which, has given the
oppurtunity to secure a job in the field of electronic products. All up, | probably spent 7

years doing TAFE courses.
Without TAFE, there would be no other way | could have gotten to where | am today.
There is a saying | strongly believe in, if it isn't broke, don't fix it. Leave TAFE alone,

keep it going strong. It is the source of all tradespeople to learn their profession the

right way. Not from some backyard cowboy.



TAFE works, lets keep it working.

Regards
Anthony Kelly

Submitted by
Anthony Kelly of Putney
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Diane Brennan, of Oyster Bay make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a retired school counsellor, in the postcode of 2225.
Both of my children have ( or are still) studying diplomas at TAFE. They do not have
the skills for university but are both well suited to the style of learning that happens at
TAFE. It is direct and directly relates to their jobs. It is hard enough to get a job.

Without TAFE both of my children would still be unemployed.

Good direct instruction that relates to the workplace.

Increases in fees are getting to the stage that my children will not be able to afford to

study.



Guaranteed places for overseas students ( so TAFEs can afford to run courses, mean

less places for my children.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€ my
children and the children | have taught( at Macquarie Fields) cannot even consider

university placements.

Submitted by
Diane Brennan of Oyster Bay
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Merri Blair, of Carlton make the following statement on the basis of
my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a Community worker, in the postcode of 3053.

| was a registered division 2 nurse when | started a family in the 1980's. When my
children started school | was living in a rural town in northern Victoria. | decided to go
back to study in Welfare Work. | completed this part time over 4 years at Goulburn

Ovens TAFE. This was instrumental in furthering my career in community work.

Our Welfare course had participants of both gender and predominantly older adults.

Many went on to work in Child protection services and the not for profit sector.

Getting my diploma in community welfare was instrumental in helping me to develop a

new career in community health.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE meant | was able to study, work and



raise my kids locally. Many of the students completed their studies and we remain in

touch as friends and colleagues.

I now travel extensively to Gippsland and the cuts to their TAFE are impacting on the
local community in a severe way. People with learning difficulties and mental health
issues should be entitled to attend courses and have assistance. The cuts have meant

the support services for students like these no longer exist or are very limited.

As above. In Morwell it has affected young people attending post secondary study, and

employment has been impacted locally.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because it really is
a cost effective way to ensure people who most need and desire skill development are
able to achieve it. The return on investment would speak volumes and local

employment in regional areas is essential to sustain these communities.

Submitted by
Merri Blair of Carlton
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, peter shead, of mill park make the following statement on the basis
of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a driver, in the postcode of 3082.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€] we

need them

Submitted by

peter shead of mill park



Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Diane Owen, of Currimundi make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a , in the postcode of 4551.

Left school early due to financial issues and than have completed many Tafe

gualifications later.
Recognition of skills gained whilst working.
It has opened management opportunities

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...qualifications for work being

completed each day.



| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€]

Submitted by
Diane Owen of Currimundi
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Vanessa Hanson, of Top Camp make the following statement on
the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a Ward Administrator, in the postcode of 4350.

TAFE is important to me as it allows me to study short courses online. | work full-time
and it is important to be able to continue ongoing professional development through an

online medium, | can study wherever, whenever | like.

TAFE develops and improves professional skills, while allowing students to network

and improve their chances of finding a job.

I work in a long-term mental health ward. TAFE allows our patients to access basic
education, with the extra support needed. These patients generally would not be able

to cope with the demands of university.



Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...

Yes. Some courses are no longer provided, staff have been cut. In addition, TAFE
teachers are under increasing pressure to make a profit, at the expense of the

students.

Reduced course options available, fewer teachers.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because it is a vital
part of the overall education system. It allows employees to access ongoing
professional development, but it also allows those who did not attend (or were
successful at) high school to access pre-university education, with the prospect of

going on to attend university.

Submitted by
Vanessa Hanson of Top Camp
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Ben Lancini, of The Gap make the following statement on the basis
of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a network engineer, in the postcode of 4061.

My high schooling was oriented to fine art, humanities career path. | studied for both a
BA and Arts Dip but was discouraged with the employment prospects upon graduation
so chose to move to an electronics and communications engineering Ass Dip trade

course at TAFE in South Brisbane.

TAFE offered a short bridging course allowing me to study the maths and science
prerequisite subjects enabling me to gain admission the course. Without TAFE this it
would have been much more difficult to enter the engineering field. | feel strongly that

this option should be open to today's students.



If we want a dynamic and skill rich and productive workforce, we best give people the

opportunity to find their way from one discipline to another.

Submitted by
Ben Lancini of The Gap
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Sarah Maddison, of Kensington make the following statement on
the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

TAFE has played a vital role in my life. | dropped out of high school at 15 and had no
further contact with the school system. | did not complete my HSC. After working as a
waitress, a cleaner and in retail (while undertaking a part time acting course) | decided
| needed a real qualification, and something meaningful to do with my life. | enrolled in
an Advanced Certificate in Community Welfare at Ultimo TAFE - and my life changed

for good!!

| completed my gqualification in three years, and from the work placements during the
course | secured full time employment in the community youth sector. | went on to work
in the NSW Department of Juvenile Justice. The work was incredibly challenging and

stimulating.

More than this, however, my TAFE education inspired in me a love of learning. My



teachers were passionate and engaged, drawing on extensive professional experience
in the field. Thus, after having two children in my early twenties | decided to pursue a
university education. | enrolled in a BA at UTS, where my TAFE qualification and work

experience were so well regarded | was afforded a semester of advanced standing!

My love of learning continued at university. | graduated with Honours and the
University Medal and went on to complete a PhD at the University of Sydney. | am now
an Associate Professor at UNSW, where | have worked for over nine years, and have

published several books.

NONE of this would have been possible had | not had an affordable opportunity to
re-engage with education through the TAFE system. I'm sure there are many others
like me who would never have found or pursued their passion and potential were it not
for the outstanding education that TAFE offers. It is a vital component of our education
system. It cannot be replicated by private providers. It would be a tragedy to see our
technical and further education system erode further through budget cuts and political

undermining.

Thank you for the opportunity to share my experience with this inquiry.

Yours sincerely,
Sarah Maddison

Submitted by
Sarah Maddison of Kensington
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Deidre Granger, of Fish Creek make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a postal contractor, in the postcode of 3959.

I've worked in organisational development for over 30 years. In that time | have seen
the casualisation of the workforce with a resultant reduction in on the job training. Many
employer require a fully trained person to take up employment rather than seeing an
employment relationship including on the job development. TAFE provided me with
relevant skills and training that | required pre-employment and in order to move

through the industry

TAFE is an accessible form of formal training that builds the skills and confidence that
can lead to other education and to improved employment prospects. Many people
from a broad cross section of the community can attend TAFE, often without having to

leave home, and this is particularly relevant in regional areas. | have been to university



and to TAFE and found TAFE a much better, more welcoming and flexible education

environment, which suited me, my lifestyle and my learning needs.

Having faced redundancy | was able to use TAFE to provide me with short-course
skills development that helped me to improve my employment competitiveness. | also
used TAFE to maintain the currency of my qualifications without needing to undertake
more expensive and extensive tertiary education, with gave me a second chance as an

older employee.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means community connection,

balance between work-life-education and a more direct link with local employers.

No direct experience of this.

Budget cuts mean that the variety of courses are no available and the student/teacher
ratios are higher. This is most significant an impact in regional areas with limited

education and training options

TAFE cuts have created uncertainty and impacted on the viability of young people

being able to get a variety of education and gaining close to their regional homes.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because it has
saved my self-esteem and provided me with concrete skills and training at times that
have been challenging. With the increased casualisation of the workforce and so the
greater expectation that employers will be fully trained before taking up employment
the practical and accessible nature of TAFE will be essential for our future workforce

capabilities.



Submitted by
Deidre Granger of Fish Creek
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Ken Bradfield, of Freshwater make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Carpenter, in the postcode of 2096.

Leaving school early yr9 | had Tafe to thank for returning to studies to complete my

trade and cert Iv in building.

It's a choice to better your position in the workforce. It's the only way to earn trades and

other qualifications
A second chance to educate myself after leaving school in yr 9 .
Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...

Yes, bitad any other agency, Tafe has prided themselves on keeping a standard . Real



experience in the industry brought to the classroom. Keeping it cost effective, if Tafe

goes the private sector will charge more and deliver less

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€,Tafe

has helped me. Heaps.

Submitted by
Ken Bradfield of Freshwater
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Kate Bell , of Adelaide make the following statement on the basis
of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Childcare worker, in the postcode of 5085.

| started out as a trainee in Childcare and gained both the practical and theorical
knowledge that was needed for my work. | was inspired by the fountain of knowledge
and experience the teachers had and shared and loved it so much | have just started

my advance diploma in childcare.

It gave me the opportunity to learn hands on, go out and see what it was like in the
industry but also gave me the confidence and knowledge | needed to be the best |

could be at my job.

| have a mild learning difficulty, so for me learning has always been difficult, but tafe

brought out the best in me, they gave me the help | needed to learn and the confidence



to keep trying. | was so overwhelmed and | inspired by all the councillor and teachers

help.

Yes especially in comparison to how | learnt, the practical skills are so important I.
Childcare.

No

Unsure

I urge that tafe funding not be cut because people like me would not have an

opportunity to do a job they love as much as | love childcare.

Submitted by
Kate Bell of Adelaide
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Lisa Brown, of narooma make the following statement on the basis
of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a tourist officer, in the postcode of 2546.

| did an apprenticeship which incorporated TAFE study when | left school, late 1970s. |
retrained, again using TAFE in 2004 and in 2010

When TAFE offers hands-on real-life experiences it produces skilled, confident

workers.

By offering courses in rural NSW | avoided having to relocate to continue further study.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means more opportunity for local

people of all ages to upskill without relocating to big cities with their accompanying



higher cost of living.

not in my region

Courses locally lack the variety that they did 20 years ago. The local campus has
never offered childcare. There are many part-time and casual teachers and

consequently a lot of pressure put on the full-time teachers.

Teachers seem to be overwhelmed by admin and bureaucracy, rather than having

enough hours paid to teach face-to-face and actually enjoy it.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because we risk a
long-term lack of skills and learning in rural and regional areas if courses are
continually cut. This is only going to breed yet more under-employed under-valued

potential workers.

Submitted by
Lisa Brown of narooma
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Pauline Martin, of Port Lincoln make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Retired Nurse, in the postcode of 5606.

| began studying Registered Nursing in 1970, at Adelaide Childrens Hospital, but left
after 12 months because | married and was then living in the country too far away to

commute.

| waited until my 5 children were nearly all finished school, then commenced Enrolled
Nurse training through TAFE. | was then able to work in a busy Hospital for 10 years

followed by 1 year as a Prison Nurse.

I have known of kids who battle at school but TAFE gives them the chance to be able
to learn skills to enable them to look to the future with hope and realise that they can

actually do worthwile things. It encorouges them to look to getting into the workforce.



| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€iit is the
only hope for many underpriveleged young people to become independent and gain a
sense of pride in their achievment. These people simply cannot afford to travel,
(probably no venhicle) or bear the expense of having to live away from home just to be

able to further their study to enable them to gain employment.

Submitted by
Pauline Martin of Port Lincoln
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Vivien Langford, of Paddington make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a radio producer, in the postcode of 2021.

| was a Tafe teacher for many years in Sydney. | enjoyed teaching History and
English to students many of whom had dropped out of school earlier and now grasped

this second chance with glee.

| think TAFE gives students access to people who have worked in many fields, who are
not from an ivory tower and who can guide them into making the most of their chances

for employment.

| remember one young man who had failed at school but when he was a bit more
mature did his HSC at TAFE and went on to become a photographer for National

Geographic.



A friend of mine who is a fine potter went to live in Mudgee where she regained her
skills in pottery and opened her own business. She was unable to continue however
with advanced classes or even teach in these excellent art courses because they were

soon cancelled because funds were scarce.

| eventually moved from working long hours in TAFE because my job was never
secure. | was eternally a casual despite having had 15 years full time experience
before my children were born in both public and private schools. Funding cuts made all

our teaching departments insecure and less substantial.

| think the cuts have meant that we are not training apprentices as we used to. On my
radio show | have interviewed TAFE co-ordinators in Victoria and NSW and they say
that they need to be training workers for the renewable energy revolution which is on
the horizon. Because TAFE is kept so insecure it can't help Australia prepare for the

future in the way we should be able to expect.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because we need
workers with a down to earth education. Teachers with practical skills to impart need to

have secure careers and an encouragement to innovate.

Submitted by
Vivien Langford of Paddington
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

I, Vivian Campbell, of Gelorup make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| live near a large regional town in WA. My two sons both got the start to their working
life via the local TAFE. TAFE's are a critical part of our education system and we
should be putting in more money to the system and not less. There must be provision
close to home for our young people so that they can have support from home and also
provide educational opportunities for those in the regions who need another chance. In
our changing world re-education is very important and families require the support

where they live so campuses must not be closed.

Submitted by
Vivian Campbell of Gelorup
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Stuart Hall, of Burwood make the following statement on the basis
of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a service technician, in the postcode of 3125.

| first started TAFE in the year 2000, which led to my first job working in power
electronics, without the skills and experience | gained at TAFE | would not have the job
| do today and | would not be able to provide for my family as | do. | have always
hoped to return to study more at TAFE and further my career unfortunately the rising

costs have prevented me from doing so.

| strongly believe that TAFE contributes a lot to the workforce of Australia today and
hopefully continues to do so for the future, not everybody is an academic or wants to
become a Dr, Scientist or Engineer, etc. TAFE allows people to gain good jobs with a

great background, and if they would like to they can continue on to Uni as well.



TAFE gave my brother a second chance when his career as a baker was cut short due
to an allergy he developed to a component in wheat, he was able to retrain and
became a highly regarded member of an IT team at a large multinational company in
his mid 30s

I do not live in a regional area, however my wife and | would like to move to a regional
area and it does concern me that our children may not have the same opportunities we

had during our education through the TAFE system

| have only heard of poorly regulated private colleges from the media and if the reports
are true | think they should be shut down and more money put back into original large

TAFE institutions such as Swinburne.

I have noticed the budget cuts affecting my local TAFE as they closed a campus near
our home and | know of several staff delivering techincal education that have lost their
jobs due to the cuts, unbelievable as these were good people delivering solid course

material of a high standard.

In my experience the goverment TAFE budget cuts have destroyed the TAFE system,
putting education out of reach for people on low incomes, | know | would not have
been able to afford TAFE at the current rates when | finished high school, would not
have achieved a good education and would not have ended up in the position |

currently hold, it would have honestly struggled to achieve what | have in my life time.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because without
my TAFE education | would never have made it to the job | am in which provides for
my family, has ensured | have a career and a future that | don't need to worry about,

without further funding and a reduction in TAFE fees | can't see my children having the



same opportunities | had and that scares the hell out of me.

Submitted by
Stuart Hall of Burwood
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Janet Kossy, of Newtown make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a retired school careers adviser and visual artist, in the
postcode of 2042.

As a careers adviser, | was always aware of, and keen to communicate, the vital
importance of TAFE to young people and to the society. At its best a flexible provider
responsive to the needs of individuals, industry and the common good in ways that no
other institution was or could be, it was an educational resource for everyone. It
provided life-changing opportunities for countless people with multiple disadvantages
as well as more privileged people like myself. After retirement | have sought the
second "alternative" career | dreamed of--as a visual artist. Excellent TAFE art

education has helped me to realise this dream.

TAFE provides a sector of educational provision that is absolutely vital for skill



development and maintenance for the country. This cannot be done by private
providers, as we really do need provision which looks at a longer term, bigger picture

which does not always coincide with short term profitability.

Just one small example: my classmates in the Fine Arts Diploma course at
Meadowbank TAFE included many students of all ages who had never finished school
and for whom school had been fraught with problems. The positive learning
experience at TAFE so obviously and profoundly altered their confidence and sense of
possibility for the better! Many have gone on to enrol in university courses and/or to

establish fulfilling careers.

I know from my years as a careers adviser about the danger of poorly regulated private
providers, and more recently have heard horror stories about shockingly inadequate

provision in areas as crucial and vulnerable as child care.

All government funding has been withdrawn from Fine Arts in NSW TAFE. Many
students are unable to pay the huge fees, the provision has been cut drastically, and
this iconic and essential section of TAFE across the state is likely to dwindle to nothing

after around 150 years of existence.

TAFE Fine Art cannot compete even with the community colleges and local community
art schools under these draconian and sudden cuts, let alone provide an avenue into

the arts industries for the cross section of people who were educated there in the past.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because it is one of
the institutions which has made Australia a relatively egalitarian and humane, as well
as skilled, clever and creative country. We will seriously endanger the cohesion of our

society if we lose or diminish it.



Submitted by
Janet Kossy of Newtown
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Neil Renison, of Townsville make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

Apart from the obvious need for Australia to have a well trained and competent
workforce there is also the social need that Australians need the opportunities for
employment that increasingly are going to require post school training and certification.
The social cost of Australia having a large pool of untrained and possibly

unemployable people is enormous and threatening.

So the big question is how is this to be arranged and funded. Our local Tafe is a good
example of how not to do it. Surely people choosing to take a trade focussed
education path have the right to the same level of support and quality of facilities as
those choosing university courses; however this seems not to be the case and is thus
inequitable. History and the division of State and Federal responsibilities may explain

why Tafe is in such a position, but we look to this Inquiry to find a better path.



In summary | see the role of Tafe as bigger than just a training provider. It has a vital

place in our social structure and as a provider of opportunity.

Thanks for your consideration.

Submitted by

Neil Renison of Townsville
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, John Carson, of Stuart Park make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| started of my working life as and apprentice boilermaker in Adelaide Ship
Construction. | attended TAFE school one night a week and one day a fortnight. In my
4th year | was promoted to the drawing office as a structural Detail Draftsman. When
the Shipyard closed down | found a job as Boilermaker in Maintenance work then as a

Draftsman again for a 4years.

| then moved to the Country Victoria to manage a Farm Machinery company, then to
work in my own business as Farm Welding Service building sheds and repairing Farm

equipment.

| then moved to Darwin as a TAFE teacher in the Metal Fabrication welding area for 5
years, then after further study | went on to teach Workplace Training programs and the

use of computers and CAD in TAFE.



| did further studies in Computing and | now work as and | technician in my own

business fixing computers.

I have an extensive knowledge of TAFE as and apprentice and a Tafe teacher. | can
only state that with the privatisation of Government Infrastructure eg.. Electricity, Water
Supply, Railways, GPO, Telstra. These organisations had large apprentice intakes and
training centers which helped to supply the tradesmen for the future. Once they were

privatised this all but stopped.

The other observation was the introduction of private providers who main reason for
their existence is to make a profit not the training of apprentices they have taken so
much of the money an resources from TAFE and have not proven to be a efficient

trainers of apprentices as the TAFE system.

My last observation was when apprentice wages were cut by the Howard Government.
This made it almost impossible for 1-3rd year apprentices to live independently and

made getting a trade not a desirable career option.

TAFE colleges could be the saving of our nation if we resourced them properly, paid
the TAFE teachers what they are worth and encouraged young people to see a trade
and a positive option for a career. We could overcome our skill shortages and have a
vibrant innovative workforce. But while Governments see TAFE as a burdan instead of

investing in the future we will always have skill shortages.

Submitted by
John Carson of Stuart Park
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Dennis Bardenhagen, of Coburg make the following statement on
the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a Electrical linesman, in the postcode of 3058.
| have been in the power industry for 36 years. | was fortunate to do a Cert 3
Electricians apprenticeship at the Kangan Tafe in Broadmeadows in about 2001.A very

attentive and professional campus.

In my case and the much younger guys | studied with was the high and up to date

standard of tuition we received.
Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...

Yes. A lot of fly by night international schools that have suddenly closed or have gone

into solvency.



A friend of mine with at least 20 years of service in motor mechanics was made
redundant at the Hoppers Crossing Tafe in the last 2 years.l have read numerous

media reports of staff cuts or complete sections closing down.

Stripped it of funding for staff and resources.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because if we don't
provide training especially in the trade sector we will have little or NO skills to pass on.
We have a moral obligation to encourage and provide the training to secure our

nation's future

Submitted by
Dennis Bardenhagen of Coburg
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Rod darmody, of Cranbourne north make the following statement
on the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a Spray Painter, in the postcode of 3175.

Tafe is the only education that | have received that made sense to me. | struggled
through normal school and thought very poorly of myself. Tafe taught me skills and
gave me the confidence to not only find employment but thrive.. | have been employed
constantly for 22 years.. | am proud of my trade and my work...

| get very upset when non trades people attack Tafe for without it | would be lost..

It taught me a trade and business.

I helped build a paint shop that has kept 80-120 people employed for the last 10 years

They use my methods and when | say mine | guess they were taught to me through

Tafe.. 1 well trained person teaches others and lifts many other workers up. We make



items for automotive companies and do great work as a team.

Sorry no

Poor Tafe funding makes me worry about younger people..
Mc Donald's and Safeway are not a future.

Trades equal a career more than a job

No not yet

| enquiried about mechatronics course they were unsure they could run the course with

the lower funding

| pay big tax every week.
| have never been on the dole
For every one of me there is people employed to help me prepare and paint.. | make

work and jobs for others

Submitted by
Rod darmody of Cranbourne north
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Lisa Harvey, of The Gap make the following statement on the basis
of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a mother/student, in the postcode of 4061.

| went to TAFE when | was 15 and completed a certificate and associate diploma
degrees in Business (Hospitality). This allowed me to study in a more flexible
environment, as | was very ill at the time. It also allowed me to go on to university,

something that | thought would not be possible for me.

TAFE gives people of all ages the opportunity to up-skill within their own career or the
chance to provide a better life for their families by learning a new skill. People also are
given the education to build their own businesses and contribute to the economy by

employing other people.

| had to leave school at age 15, in the middle of grade 10, as | was very ill. TAFE gave



me a second chance by giving me a very flexible environment where | could manage
my illness, and still be able to stay within the education system. It also fulfilled by
dream of going to uni, which | succeeded in doing. | am now a mature-aged student at
uni doing a different degree, but this wouldn't have been possible if | did not go to
TAFE 25 years ago. Had | not had the option of TAFE, | would have been on a

disability pension, with no future and no hope.

TAFE allowed be to be eligible to enrol at uni due to the high education standards

offered.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€]
TAFE gives those who are different, underprivileged, suffering from mental or physical
illness or those who have been rejected by the formal school system, a chance at

being a full participant in the economy of this country - not be a financial deficit.

Submitted by
Lisa Harvey of The Gap
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Graeme Bennett, of Warners Bay make the following statement on
the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a Maintenance Coordinator, in the postcode of 2304.
When | finished school in the late 70's | attended Tighes Hill Tafe in Newcastle and
completed a Fitting & Turning Apprenticeship. Going to Tafe shaped my life and gave

me a future.

Tafe teaches the required skills you have chosen as a career path. Without Tafe you

prople would have little or no future in gaining good employment.

Fitting & Turning wasn't available when | went to school, so Tafe was the obvious

choice to follow my goals.

Without Tafe because of stupid funding cuts would be criminal. The people who are



considering this have NO idea what is required in the real world. They are fools............

From what I've heard there are quite a few courses now unavailabe because of the
cuts. It seems money or lack of, including unwise spending is more important than

furthering people education.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because it IS
MOST DEFINITELY REQUIRED for the ongoing future of education in the state and

country. Our younger generation will be the future in this country, please remember

Submitted by
Graeme Bennett of Warners Bay
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Peter Parfitt, of Ethelton make the following statement on the basis
of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am 62 years of age and | live and work in Ethelton, South Australia. | am working as a
self-employed educational consultant after a career of 40 years with the South

Australia Police.

In the early 1980s | began study with TAFE because it was a required programme in
the South Australia Police promotional system. Prior to that | had never considered
myself able to study. | finished my studies and was encouraged to continue. | now
have a Master of Education degree and other postgraduate qualifications. Without that

introduction to TAFE | would have not very much at all.

TAFE is a bedrock for vocational education and training. It offers not only a pathway for
school leavers but also a second chance for adults like me and for newly arrived

persons in Australia. It contributes to the total competence of Australia.



Please above. | moved from detective work in SA Police to education and training to
teach in the TAFE-SA Police programme and had the pleasure of seeing my
colleagues progress through the programme. Some like me went on to further study.
All benefited.

| live in the Adelaide metro area which is well served by TAFE. If it were to be cut back

at all it would be a terrible backward step.

I work in the adult and community education industry primarily. | see TAFE as a very
useful adjunct to ACE patrticularly in the areas of people returning to work and new

arrivals. | can't see private colleges as providing the way TAFE does.

I know courses have been cut and that means people miss out.

| remember when the system was well funded and it was lively, people everywhere day

and night studying. Now that activity has dropped off somewhat.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because | value
education and it took TAFE to allow me to understand the necessity for education.
TAFE is a way for people to become employable or to get into higher education.

Please don't let it be destroyed.

Submitted by
Peter Parfitt of Ethelton
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Jane Peterson, of Newtown make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Titles Officer, in the postcode of 2042.

When | changed my career in 1985, | obtained a job at the Land Property Information

office.

When | started my job, was encouraged to obtain skills in Business Administration. |
studied keyboarding, communication, computer skills, word processing, spreadsheets
and other miscellaneous secretarial subjects at the Randwick campus at the Sydney
Institute of Technology. These courses allowed me to be promoted from a Clerical

Assistant to a Clerk in Dealing Examination and Examination.

I demonstrated an apititude for survey drafting and was encouraged by my employer,

LPI, to study the Associate Diploma in Land Information Systems (now Spatial



Information Systems.) at the Ultimo campus of the Sydney Institute of Technology and

work as a trainee in Survey Drafting.

After | completed my 4 year part-time course in Associate Diploma in Land Information
Systems (Credit), | received two promotions and became a Project Officer, Grade 3-4,
in LPI.

Subsequently, | studied the Certificate IV in Training and Assessment at the

Petersham campus of the Sydney Insitute of Technology.

| have used my TAFE qualifications to gain my current position in the LPI as a CAD
AND IMAGING CONVERSION OFFICER, GRADE 5-6, in the Crown Land Conversion

Project.

| am physically disabled and the TAFE staff have given support and encouragement in
my courses. They have allowed me time off my classes while | received essential
medical treatment and helped me make up the lost time. Without their support, |

would not have obtained my qualifications.

Currently, | am upgrading my skills in Microsoft Office 2010 at TAFE. Unlike private
trainers, they provide textbooks and practice in the Microsoft Office 2010 programs -
Microsoft Word, Microsoft Excel, Microsoft Outlook etc. At the end of the course, | am
assessed in these courses. If | am competent, | will be given a Australian recognised

certificate.

In the past | have attended courses at LPI provided by private companies. The private
companies only give one day courses in computer programs. They are expensive,

provide poor quality notes and give no or limited practical training in these programs.



They do not assess my competency in these programs at the end of the one day

course. | am just given a certificate that has no value.

In my opinion, TAFE gives value or money.

Although I have postgraduate University qualifications, they did not provide with the
knowledge and practical skills | required in the workplace. TAFE helped me to develop

the knowledge and skills for work in the LPI.

TAFE will provide me with the skills for work such as the Electronic Conveyancing

System in the future.

TAFE gave me a second chance in another career - survey drafting and GIS, after |

had to leave my first career in Microbiology for medical reasons.

| do not live in a regional area.

I have attended courses at work provided by poorly regulated private colleges with

lower standards than TAFE.

In the past | have attended courses at LPI provided by private companies. The private
companies only give one day courses in computer programs. They are expensive,
provide poor quality notes and give no or limited practical training in these programs.
They do not assess my competency in these programs at the end of the one day

course. | am just given a certificate that has no value.

The certificate is not recognized as an Australian qualification.



The budget cuts is affecting my local TAFE at Ultimo.

It has limited my opportunities to attend classes in Microsoft Office 2010 during the

week.

Instead | am only able to attend the Flexible Learning Centre in the School of
Business Administration on Wednesday mornings (half flexiday) and Saturday

afternoons.

There is no opportunity to study at night.

In my experience, the state government significant TAFE cuts have impacted on the
TAFE system. They have decreased the number of courses available for students and
trainees. In addition, they have reduced the number of classes and teachers available

for students.

This limits the opportunities available for students who want to obtain skills and

qualifications in order to get jobs.

it also makes it difficult for workers who want to upgrade their skills and qualifications

so that they can keep their job.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because it is cost
efficient method for teaching school students, the unemployed and workers skills so

that they can become part of the workforce.

Submitted by

Jane Peterson of Newtown



Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Zeb Russell, of Koumala make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Miner , in the postcode of 4738.

I myself am study to gain my open cut examiners ticket and without the support from

the Tafe | might had to find a less reputable institution to gain my qualification with.

By having knowledgeable people trained in that field to teach people trade skills to

push us ahead.

You not have done so well at school but Tafe will assist me in earning more money

than if | had limited skills.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means... Freedom



They have gone from many staff to 3 | believe in the department

Less personal attention

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€; it will

drive the future of less fortunate people

Submitted by
Zeb Russell of Koumala
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Anthony Moore, of Nudgee make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Teacher, in the postcode of 4014.

Well at my age | don't really think that extra study is for me. | am a qualified teacher
with a Diploma of teaching TAFE and a BED. My teaching career has consisted of 20.7
years teaching in TAFE QLD and cinse 2001 | have been teaching in a catholic
secondary college. To add to the qualifications list | am a qualified tradesman.

The time that | spent teaching in TAFE was not only a very important part of my life but
one that | enjoyed immensly. | was offered a VER in 2000 and accepted due to my
opinion that TAFE was not the place to be as | felt that the GOVERNMENT didn't want
to train and were making things difficult for those at the coal face.

The

My skilled area of expertise is in the building trades and | really believe that in many



ways that the workforce is becoming deskilled and | do believe that this is due to the

fact that the government has very little interest in training.

During the years that | spent teaching in TAFE | withessed numerous individuals
experiencing the opportunity to expand thier skill base and give them a greater

opportunity for employment.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...l really have no comment on

this question.

That has been in vogue for quite a number of years since the introduction of private

providers.

I have no first hand experience but from talking to acquantances from TAFE in recent

times the government are not making things any easier for those employed in TAFE.

They have completly starved it of necessary funding to ensure success appearing to

make sure that TAFE colleges/institutes struggle.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€,There is
a definate need to ensure that future generations are given the opportunity to further

their skills and that highly TRADE teachers are there to provide the necessary training.

Submitted by
Anthony Moore of Nudgee
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Eric McCann, of Kew East make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Teacher, in the postcode of 3102.

| grew up on a farm in northern Victoria, and TAFE served as a crucial part of
life/career options for the entire community. One of 4 siblings, | the only one who has
not studied at a TAFE, however for my three siblings it was critical in providing
vocational trading in a local environment at an affordable cost.

| have taught specialist courses at TAFE, and although | have not maintained a career
in that system, acknowledge how TAFE supports most Victorian families, and

especially rural families in achieving financial security.
See above

Not a second chance. A first chance. In rural settings it is often a preferred career



option.

TAFE courses vary from campus to campus, and from region to region. The
uniqueness of each one has developed over time in response to need, and often
people move to be near a particular campus in order to access those particular skills
(circus skills, hospitality etc) in addition to more general trade skills found in many rural
centred. | think all if these TAFE courses are valuable and should be maintained by the

government (state)

What a loaded question! Yes

Yes

Severely undermined the ability to provide programs of quality. In fling so the state

governments responsible have forsaken their responsibility.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because our

society's fabric and future depends on investment in government education streams.

Submitted by
Eric McCann of Kew East
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Melinda Tonks, of Berriedale make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a State Service Employee, in the postcode of 7000.

| graduated from TAFE in 1994 with an Associate Diploma in Community Services. |
undertook study at TAFE in order to improve my chances of gaining meaningful
employment after several years of dead end jobs. | was able to use my qualification to
work in the NGO community services sector for 11 years, at the end of which | was
managing a drug and alcohol organisation. | then gained employment with the
Tasmanian State Service and have just recently returned to TAFE (now known as
Tasmanian Polytechnic) to study Visual Arts. | intend on continuing next year for my

Diploma and then possibly to UTas for a degree in fine art.

TAFE contributes to a smart and strong Australia in that it gives people flexible and

accessible education options. With the average person changing career directions on



average of 5 times during their working lives, it offers a range of courses for people to
do this with more ease and affordability than University. For people in my situation , at
present, Uni is not a viable option. TAFE offered me the opportunity to study now,

rather than having to wait until I have more free time to attend Uni.

As | have already stated, TAFE gave me the opportunity to train for a qualification in
order to gain meaningful employment. AS a sole parent with a small child (when | was
studying) | was also able to take advantage of cheap child care and gain a job in short
time after qualifying, so | could give my son a brighter future. If | hadn't been able to
work in a well paid job, he would not have been able to have the opportunities | was
able to afford for him. | believe this has stood him in good stead for when he completes
University (which he may not have considered if | hadn't placed an emphasis on his

need to have a good education).

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...At least one more alternative
to University. We have one University here in Tasmania, which is spread across the
state. | know many women in their late thirties and early forties who have wanted to
study nursing, but because of family commitments, they opt for enrolled nursing first
which takes less time to qualify for which means they can start to earn and support

their families sooner. This in turn offers better choices and chances for their children,

No. I am only aware of one private college here in Tasmania, so am not able to

comment.

Yes. | know that the teachers of my course have just been asked to make savings for
the course | am currently studying. Tasmania has a large and strong art community
and there is a huge amount of talent in this state that could be one of the draw cards

for visitors, yet is mostly ignored by our politicians in favor of industries that they



believe are better and bigger money spinners. If it wasn't for co-location with Utas arts

campus, | doubt that there would be any art course offered at all!

| am not a big wage earner, but | have to pay full fees and they have gone up
significantly and this is making it more difficult for people such as | to access further
education and training. Perhaps a more equitable system of user pays (with a

graduated payment system) would encourage more consumers.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€]}If young
people stop using our education facilities we will have a country full of unqualified
people and no work force. There is no point training people with outdated and
outmoded systems and equipment. How are we expected to compete with other
countries without a skilled work force? | know my life would not be as enjoyable if | was

not able to utilise further education in the past , now or in the future.

Submitted by
Melinda Tonks of Berriedale
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Victoria Sellick, of Swan view make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Business development coordinator, in the postcode of
6000.

| attended TAFE when | left high school commencing in 1999. My father was a lecturer
at TAFE and was made redundant which affected him and our family greatly. We lost
the family home and | cut my course short to commence work. Since then | returned to
TAFE and have completed short courses on offer whilst working. | know many people
who do not fit the university profile and where TAFE ha provided them with specialist

training which would otherwise have to be sourced outside of Australia.

It is far more hands on and practical.

It provided my mother with a program to get back into the workforce. Not to mention



the availability of short courses for interests and passions to many people | know.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...

| haven't had the exposure in order to notice this so unable to answer.

As above.

My father lost his job.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because it is as

valuable as university and often essential for our youth who re the future of Australia.

Submitted by
Victoria Sellick of Swan view
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, James Balck, of Greenwich make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a self-employed, in the postcode of 2065.

| studied Chemistry at Wollongong TAFE in the late 60s and in 2010 at Petersham
TAFE where | studied News Media. For 20 years | developed curriculum for TAFE
NSW, until National Training Packages made my job redundant. | used to enjoy the
professionalism and quality of the work | did. Undoubtedly, the teacher/trainers at

TAFE were inspiring.
TAFE delivers relevant up to date training for those seeking employment.
The major role of TAFE has been to offer up-skilling for current workers and to deliver

training for alternative work. It has also borne the responsibility for the re-skilling of

older workers and preparing students with disabilities for work.



Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means training for preferred areas of
work. If courses are cut, ambitions will be thwarted or dashed. The alternative of

distance-learning will be best served with full-speed broadband.

There are many private providers, who charge high fees for training that is simply
tick-box, and the qualifications awarded in this way can be considered dubious, and

could lead individuals to harm themselves or others in the workplace.

When courses are dropped teachers lose their jobs. TAFE Institutes in NSW are

struggling to survive.

The O'Farrell government is only the worst offender in a long line of NSW
governments, that have squeezed TAFE financially for decades. Restructures have
been frequent in the past 20 odd years. This is the first time though that the teaching

profession has been hit directly.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because the
guality, consistency and availability of relevant training is necessary for Australia in the

21st Century.

Submitted by
James Balck of Greenwich
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Michelle , of Pyrmont make the following statement on the basis of
my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a Creative director in my own design studio, in the
postcode of 2009.

| studied at TAFE and did my photography & film making to add greater value to my
existing creative skills. The additional skills allowed me to start up my own Design
studio.

I would love to do more studies at TAFE including psychology and counselling courses.

TAFE can be done in the evening after work and being subsidized it was very easy to
consider it. If TAFE was not available | would never have been able to afford to study
these subjects professionally. Yes, it is only because of TAFE that | got added
professional skills. The technical skills enabled me to learn and step straight into the
market place. The technical training provided by TAFE is fantastic and really sets you

for the existing marketplace.



It has allowed me to start up my own design studio and give me the opportunity to run

my own business.

N/a to my situation as | live in Sydney city area.

Brilliant professional industry professionals who take time out to teach us have been
demoralized because their hours are cut back etc.
new material is not being invested in and so we were not able to access everything we

needed to

This has definitely affected students being able to afford attending classes which is a
shame because | found TAFE incredibly valuable to progress my career and enhance

my skills and abilities.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€] it helps
students to progress in their careers so they can earn more and become more valuable

contributors in society.

Some students like myself can also become entrepreneurs and business owners and

the Govt really needs to recognize how valuable TAFE is to the country.

Submitted by
Michelle of Pyrmont
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Dave Eccleshall, of Franklin make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a network engineer, in the postcode of 7113.

| dropped out of Yr 12 due to family issues.
If I didn't have TAFE as an alternative (and equally importantly, relevant) option, there

is zero chance | would have had the successful career | have had.

TAFE is so much more important for technical trades and professions. | know a lot
more practical electronics than any electrical engineer I've ever met, and in 20 years

there's been a few.

As stated above, | had no choice but to drop out of high school, TAFE saved my

bacon as | had no option for uni entry.



| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because we need
to maintain our skills in this country...the brain drain doesn't just apply to uni-qualified

people.

Submitted by
Dave Eccleshall of Franklin
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Judith Szalontai, of Ballarat make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Trainer and Assessor, in the postcode of 3350.

| am secondary Teacher, but have chosen to use my many years of experience in the
Community Sector to train post secondary students, and give them the opportunity of a
great career.

| was able to gain my Certificate IV in Training and Assessment, as well as my
Certificate 1V in Disability and Certificate 1l in Aged Care/HACC through TAFE. Now |
am passing on my skills and knowledge to others and | love seeing people find a

career and a new life.

TAFE gives people fantastic opportunities to train and learn for their careers, increases

skills and candidates for all sectors, and gives people hope!



So many of the students | have trained have grown and blossomed into people who
find they CAN and they DO. It is beautiful to see!!!
Students become confident and contributing members of the community. Even those

who have had traumatic and 'no hope' pasts, have grown and changed their lives!

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means fantastic opportunities to

change lives!

YES! And | have worked in some. Not for long. It is cruel!

Absolutely. People are wondering what they are going to do now, where they can go to

learn and grow.

Absolutely! Classes have been cut, Teachers have lost jobs, students have lost hope!

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because it is
ABSOLUTELY VITAL for all in our communities, and gives people the chance at

changing their lives for the greater good!

Submitted by
Judith Szalontai of Ballarat
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Rebecca Curtain, of Ringwood East make the following statement
on the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a Social Worker, in the postcode of 3136.

I left school at the end of year 11 with a self belief that | was not smart and had very
little career prospects. With the support of my parents, | enrolled in TAFE. The course
that | embarked on was inspiring and showed me a new way of learning that my
secondary education had failed to do. With the support of the teaching staff, |
achieved excellent marks. However, more importantly, it fostered a self belief within
me that | could achieve and since then | have completed two University degrees and
have a successful career. However, none of this would have been possible without
TAFE.

History has also repeated itself and | have seen my eldest daughter struggle
throughout her secondary education and her self esteem plummet. She is now a

TAFE student and doing exceptionally well, with career aspirations that she never



otherwise would have had.

My husband is a TAFE plumbing teacher and | am aware that his department
endeavors to provide students with the current regulations and skills that are required
for good plumbers in the current workforce. The team work tirelessly to ensure that

their students become the best plumbers possible.

As | said in statement 2, TAFE gave both my daughter and myself a second chance.
Without this quality and affordable education, our career prospects would not be what
they are now.

My husband works with a lot of young males who have struggled at school, for them,
TAFE provides them with an alternative to an academic career.

| have also had the opportunity to work as a Youth Worker at our local TAFE and work
with large groups of young people who are disengaged from formal secondary
education and have come to TAFE as an alternative. For many of these young people,
TAFE has been a lifeline.

Being as tradesman, my husband is aware of many people in his industry and other
trades, who have employed staff who were educated at private colleges. There
experiences have been that their knowledge and skill base are far inferior to those who
have been through the TAFE system.

| have a colleague who has attended a private college that was offering the same
qualification that | obtained at a TAFE, her experience was a far inferior learning

experience to the one that | had.

The budget cuts are making a huge impact at my local TAFE. One of their campuses
will be closed down.

My husband is currently on a three year contract that ends in December. When he



initially got his job there, he was told that it was just a formality that he had a three year
contract and would most likely have it renewed to ongoing on the completion of his 3
year contract. However, following the budget cuts, contracts are no longer being
renewed and highly skilled teachers are losing their jobs on a regular basis.

It is devastating for my husband as he closed a thriving plumbing business to become
a plumbing teacher. He is a wonderful teacher and always ensures that he provides is
students with a high quality service. With constant staff members leaving, he is
required to work harder and longer hours. His department has also lost most
administrative staff and therefore, teachers are expected to provide quality teaching
skills as well as completion of all administration. My husband reports that morale in the
TAFE is low and people are constantly worried about their jobs.

| have also been aware of a number of secondary school children who are no longer
able to come to the TAFE as part of VCAL because they can no longer afford the

courses.

The impact has been huge and not only are we seeing current courses being cut, and
staff losing their jobs, we are going to see the impact over the years when young
disengaged people and people who have lost their jobs will no longer have the option
of an affordable, high quality and accessible education such as TAFE. The impact that

we are seeing now is only the beginning.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because it is
supporting our futures and ensuring that all people have educational opportunities.
TAFE is an essential part of our community and we need to support those who are
most vulnerable such and young people and those who have become unemployed and

need to re skill in order to access employment.

Submitted by



Rebecca Curtain of Ringwood East
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Sigrid Lublow, of Chatswood make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a policy officer, in the postcode of 2000.

When | was still attending high school | learnt touch typing at TAFE and also attended
an accountancy course. Back then TAFE was free. The touch typing still comes in
very useful for all the keyboard work we now do at our computers for work and at

home.

TAFE has been an excellent provider of knowledge and skills for people interested in
taking on apprenticeships especially in the Trades as employers have become more

loathe to invest in apprentices.

For me it would have been my typing skills as this was not taught at school when |

went to school.



Not living in a big area such as Cooma, being able to go to TAFE meant that | could
continue going to school and live at home while doing the course. My parents would
not have been able to afford to send me to a larger city to do this. One of the reasons
why | didn't attend university after my schooling was finished. | moved to a larger

regional centre and undertook adult education at the university there later on.

| haven't personally noticed these but have read about personal experiences in letters
columns of local papers etc. | also know of prospective tradies not being able to get

apprenticeships.

My mother did a pottery course at the Cooma TAFE many years ago when we still

lived there. Apparently these type of courses have been abolished.

The increase in fees has discriminated against lower income earners making it

impossible to attend courses and some courses have been completely abolished.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because everyone
in the community needs to have access to affordable training and our communities
definitely need more tradespeople. We also need courses such as pottery etc to be
available to keep people in the community who are not otherwise engaged motivated.
Language courses are also very beneficial and i know of 2 friends that have in the past
undertaken such courses at their local TAFE. The courses were extremely useful to

them and were highly recommended.

Submitted by
Sigrid Lublow of Chatswood



Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Anne Brelsford, of Legana make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a retiree, in the postcode of 7277.

I have worked as a counsellor and adult educator in the past, and been aware of the
importance of TAFE options for young people in both of those roles.

| have attended TAFE courses myself when relevant, and have found them good.
Since the introduction of the various Cert |, Cert I, Cert Il courses there seems to
have been a bit of "dumbing down" of TAFE programs, but perhaps that is just my
impression?

Also my husband worked in a TAFE Library for many years, and | am well aware,
through him, of the constant slashing of TAFE budgets that has gone on for
DECADES, never mind years.

TAFE has NEVER been properly funded to do its job, and then people criticize it for

failing to deliver.



If TAFE were properly funded and developed to provide good skills for a variety of jobs,
perhaps we would not have so many national skills shortages, and the need to recruit
skilled workers from overseas? Perhaps our own young people could find careers and
get a direction in life?

Perhaps also we would not have a crisis in the state of young men in particular in this
county. Generations of young men have now passed through schools and on to the
wonderful world of "Newstart" or its cousins....with no properly working apprenticeship
schemes or really good alternative routes to employment. Not everyone is suited to
university, but so much effort and cash gets directed to those who are in that category.

The absence of entry grade positions into various careers is a major issue as well.

I have known a number of people faced with redundancy who have been able to move
on to new careers. In particular, many have focused on successfully starting their own

businesses, and have gained skills for this through TAFE.

Rural Tasmania might as well be desert for all the opportunities it offers young people,
or even older people facing redundancy or the collapse of their industry. For example,
there is not even a high school which goes to year 12 on the East cost of Tassie. And
no real TAFE presence except in cities. In this instance, it is not a case of regional
TAFE being under threat...it has never even been set up in the first place, and is
desperately needed!!! Our forestry workers need retraining, for example, but where can

they get it?

| have worked in a private business college as a temporary substitute. When | failed a
student who had missed many classes and submitted only one assignment out of four,
the Manager called me in to his office and told me that the boy's parents had paid big
money for the kid to pass, and directed me to find some way of passing him. Mind you,

I hear this occurs at other levels of tertiary education also, particularly with foreign



students.

The Library in the TAFE where my husband formerly worked has certainly not been
able to fill positions again once they are left vacant, so the staff is now a small pool of

workers.

In Tasmania a former premier played politics with the whole TAFE system, which went
into Polytechnic mode, but | understand is now struggling to re-orient itself as a TAFE.
TAFE funding needs to be generous, but well managed and closely monitored from a
Federal level. It is ridiculous to have every Tom Dick and Harry of a premier playing

around with these systems.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because it is
urgently needed to provide viable alternatives for young people who are not geared to
University, and also needed to assist many older workers to retrain and deal with

redundancy and loss of work.

Submitted by
Anne Brelsford of Legana
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Amanda Fennessy, of PO Taradale make the following statement
on the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a Manager, in the postcode of 3450.

| am beginning a TAFE course on Monday night after a 10 year break. | work full time.

Didn't it take over from Tech schools therefore offering courses to everyone to upskill.

A lot of people would not have the confidence or finances to go to university so TAFE

can fill that gap.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...that the opppportunity is

there for out of towners to attend .

Don't know really



Yes it means | have to travel a lot further with the closure of some TAFES and a cut in
the courses offered closer to me. | work full time so this makes my day even longer

with the travel

Yes

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because&a€|of rural

disadvantages that people have living further away may not get the opportunity study

Submitted by
Amanda Fennessy of PO Taradale
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Paul Blackwell, of Toorak Gardens make the following statement on
the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a actor, in the postcode of 5065.

My eldest son did a course at TAFE after yr 12, it wasn't his first choice and he didn't
complete the year. However he applied for his first choice the following year and was
successful in gaining a place. He completed this 3 year course with a Bachelor degree.
After some experience in the world and intermittently in the workforce he has just
successfully applied for an MA degree at UniSA.

The important thing is, he didn't blossom academically at school but his experience at
TAFE and the quality teaching he encountered there gave him the confidence and the
direction to develop and follow his passion, in this case Photography in a Bachelor of
Visual Arts and Applied Design.

Whilst his photography work has brought him critical approval it hasn't provided him

with a regular income.



He is now about to commence an MA in Business and Cultural Administration,
something he has some knowledge and enthusiasm for and something which hopefully
will provide a more steady career opportunity.

| believe his TAFE experience was critical in giving him self-confidence and realising
that he has a lot to offer and making him aware of the many pathways available.

The boy who was deflated and miserable after year 12 has developed into an

enthusiastic, buoyant, confident young man with a huge amount to offer.

| think I've covered this with the example | gave above.

Ditto

| live in Adelaide

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded.

| offer my story as evidence of the effectiveness of TAFE education.

Submitted by
Paul Blackwell of Toorak Gardens
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Rosemary Clark, of NORTH FITZROY make the following
statement on the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except
where otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a n/a, in the postcode of 3068.

| completed a Diploma of Visual Art at a TAFE college post retirement from full-time
employment. It has been an important part of my transition to a different stage in my

life, for which | am very grateful.

Although | am an older student, | worked alongside many younger people for whom
TAFE was a pathway to a career or to higher education studies. Its emphasis on

practical skills as well as theory is what students really value about TAFE.

Many mature age students use TAFE courses to change their career path. The
courses are shorter and more accessible than university courses, and were much

cheaper.



The budget cuts led to staff losses and decreased subject options for students in the

course | completed.

Higher fees have deterred students from enrolling; staff positions have been cut;

classes have been cut. Choices for students have been narrowed.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because Australia
need a well-trained workforce. | do not believe that small private providers give the
value that large public TAFE colleges can offer with facilities like libraries, counsellors

etc.

Submitted by
Rosemary Clark of NORTH FITZROY
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Ron Woods, of Alfredton Victoria make the following statement on
the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a recently retired local government employee, in the
postcode of 3350.

| have an Associate Diploma in Civil Engineering, a qualification | (and several of my

former colleagues) had no chance of obtaining before the introduction of TAFE.

TAFE provides training that is directly relevant to the workplace and can be
immediately applied to the work students are doing. It also looks to the future,
providing training both in areas that are still developing, and areas where there are

existing skills shortages.

When | began working in local government, there were no courses available that would

enable me to gain any formal qualification, unless | became a full-time university



student (which was not possible in my case). TAFE gave me the opportunity to gain a
recognized qualification, which enabled me to apply for more senior positions that

required more than just experience.

Regional TAFE colleges provide training opportunities for students in regional areas
that they would otherwise be unable to access. | started my course at Box Hill while
working in the metropolitan area, but was able to return to Ballarat (my home town)

because | could continue my studies in Ballarat. This was not only an advantage for

me, it was also a significant advantage for my new employer and the local community.

There does appear to be an increase in poor standard courses being offered by private
colleges. | recently completed a short media course at a private college, and felt that it
skimmed over some important topics and allowed insufficient "hands-on" classroom

time for certain key aspects of the course.

My local TAFE has cut several courses and effectively closed its campus in central
Ballarat, moving most remaining courses to the university campus at an outer

suburban location that is not well-served by public transport, particularly at night.

The TAFE system is now unable to provide the full range of courses needed to
address skills shortages in many areas. The cuts will also result in future skills
shortages, as there will be no graduating students available to fill vacancies in many

areas.

During my time in local government, | was co-opted onto a committee investigating
claimed skills shortages in our area. The committee found that there were some very
serious skill shortages in a number of critical areas (particularly health care and allied

fields). Because the committee included a representative from the local TAFE college,



the college was able to immediately introduce training programs targeted specifically at
those critical areas, then follow up with courses to address skill shortages in other

important but less-critical areas identified by the committee.

Submitted by
Ron Woods of Alfredton Victoria
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Peter Voigt, of Karratha make the following statement on the basis
of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

To whom it may concern

I left school after year 11 at Loxton High School in South Australia where | enrolled in a
12 month multi skilled course at TAFE in Berri SA. Upon completion of the course |
believe that that course was the contributing factor to securing an Apprenticeship as an
automotive mechanic. Although | am not currently working as an automotive mechanic
it has, with out a doubt opened doors across Australia into different positions including
a variety of maintenance positions which now has led to a permanent position with a
big company in WA. Without my training in the TAFE course | do not believe that |
would have had the opportunities that | have experienced. | believe that this Country
owes a lot to tertiary education such as TAFE and | think it would be a big mistake not

to make this valuable resource available to future generations.



Kind Regards

Peter Voigt

Submitted by

Peter Voigt of Karratha
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Mark Laurendet, of Loftus make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

I am years old and work as a Clerk, in the postcode of 2234.

| started my working life as a BoilerMaker and after my trade | spent about 10 years

doing extra TAFE courses relevant to my trade.

After My trade became obsolete | started work as a clerk. But due to the cost of TAFE
courses now, and the closing of a lot of TAFE courses | have not been able to do
further courses for my current line of work. This had led to not performing the best for

myself or my employer as | could do more with further education.

We are told that our trading partners with the best educated staff are positioned best
for the work place of the future where we have to compete with low paying countries.

So we have to work smarter. If that is the case current policy is working against that.



Current policy seems to be geared towards a de-skilling of the work force in general.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...

Yes many courses closed, especially trade when we are told there are shortages. Or

you have to travel too far to attend a course if you are already working.

Classes have not only been reduced they are closed.

The current cost structure is obviously aimed at discouraging people from attending

courses to further their knowledge.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because from what
| have experienced in the workforce the more people are trained not only in their field
but also in general business principles and practices the better the department or
organisation works. People understand more why certain managerial decisions are

made and more likely to support them.

Clearly at this point in time Government is mainly looking for people who can fully fund

their own studies which is widening the difference between working classes.

Submitted by
Mark Laurendet of Loftus
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Carol Corless, of Wynnum West make the following statement on
the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a quality technician, in the postcode of 4172.

My daughter attended TAFE after she fell ill during year 11. My daughter completed
her year 11 and 12 at TAFE. whilst at TAFE she achieved a Cert 111 in Performing
arts as part of her high school studies. My nephew also is training to be a diesel fitter
through TAFE.

TAFE assists children who are lost in the normal schooling system. It also assists non

academic children to achieve a trade.

By my daughter doing year 11 and 12 at TAFE she gained entry into university last
year. She had difficulties during the year but is now trying to regain entry by applying

to do the precursor course at TAFE.



Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...

The TAFE my daughter attended is one of the TAFE's that has been targeted to close.
This concerns me as a lot of TAFE's have been set up for specific courses and the

resources eg room sizes at other campuses my not be there.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because it is the

starting point and a leg up for so many students.

Submitted by
Carol Corless of Wynnum West
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Barrie Collins, of Blackheath make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a writer, in the postcode of 2785.

| studied at the NAS, National Art School, in the 1950's, a very important time in my
life. | later taught design and art subjects at TAFE for 10 years during the 70's, | will
always remember my students as keen, enthusiastic and open to ideas, it was a
privilege being their teacher. | earned a Graduate Diploma in Education (technical) in
1980 but then abandoned teaching because of the insecurity of teaching part time. |
should point out that | worked with a full time teaching load for many years - cheap
labour you might say, but something | enjoyed and respected as a way of giving to new

generations.

TAFE level education provides trade instruction for many industries and commercial

concerns. Someone has to do this, certainly its not the responsibility of universities,



other alternatives might include private colleges but these can be very expensive and
as we've seen in past years some of these organisations have ripped students off, esp

foreign students. TAFE is more trustworthy.

My son learned cooking and chef work at TAFE which enabled him to get a high quality
apprenticeship at a local resort in Katoomba. Prior to this he was out of work and

aimless.

Please see Q4

| have noticed in recent years scandals with private colleges, particularly with foreign

students being exploited. Sorry | can't give examples.

Not that I've noticed but I'm sure there are, our local TAFE is in Katoomba and

Wentworth Falls.

See Q7

TAFE provides a low cost and practical doorway into studies that would otherwise be
inaccessible and cost students many thousands of dollars, the elimination of this
starting point for students discriminates against those from low income groups. This
low cost starting point is used by many to prepare themselves for higher studies
elsewhere, ie the TAFE basic fine arts curse can give you the preparation and access

needed for a university level course in fine arts or teaching.

Submitted by
Barrie Collins of Blackheath
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, David Browning, of katoomba make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a , in the postcode of 2780.

ok..here we go.. | wish to talk about my daughter who was a struggling single mother
on supporting pension.She was determined to do better in her life and did not want to
spend years on single mothers pension,she wanted to get into a career and get off the
pension.She attended Wentworth TAFE to obtain her mature entry to UNY..She did
that!!'Joined Woolongong Uny and commenced arts law degree.She with two children
finally got a distinction in Social Science and now still working on getting her law
degree is fully employed with docs and earning a good income.l don't see how she
could have done this without TAFE!!She continues now to getting her final law
degree.TAFE is vital for our citizens to continuetheir education.Her essays get many

distinctions what more can | say about the value of this institution..??



Simply said it is vital part of OZ education sytem

I've just told you about my daughter she has gone from single mother pension to a

$60,000 a year salary..

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...an opportuniyt to advance in

life.

sorry not in my zone

| am not sure yet about that..I don't have personal knowledge of individual losses

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€,TAFE is

a pathway to a better future for so many aspiring people.

Submitted by
David Browning of katoomba
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Edna Peterson, of WAIKIKI make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a bookkeeper, in the postcode of 6169.

I lost my job 2009 during the GFC. | thought of upgrading my skills to gain
employment in the future. Only TAFE has offered an online course with full teacher

support for distant student, studying at my own pace.

TAFE has important contribution to australian workforce. They have varieties of

courses offered and night classes to suit individual needs.

My husband Leonard and his friend Arnold has to have this certificate to carry on with
their fitter/welder/boiler maker job in the mining. TAFE allow them to take their short
courses in a span of 6 weeks. Until now my husband is still working in the mining

industry and his friend Arnold is traveling back and fort in China as a quality Inspection



officer. | myself is still a student of TAFE and studying at home while carrying on my

other duties to look after my family is a tremendous help.

I live in Perth and my course is only offered in TAFE NSW via distant study. | took my
exam in the local TAFE here in Rockingham. Local TAFE funding should not be cut in
fact they have to increase it so that local students like me don't have to go elsewhere

to get the type of courses we need elsewhere.

Never been to any.

It's affecting now, why else would | get my course to TAFE NSW if it is offered here in

Rockingham.

Some courses in not offered and not much study support.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because we the
students need it, the community needs it, the business sectors need it and if everybody
is employed then it is good to our government, more money in tax and good for the

economy and our country at large.

Submitted by
Edna Peterson of WAIKIKI
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Alan Yap, of Port Adelaide make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Health Professional, in the postcode of 5000.

A diploma in nursing opened a lot of doors for me in term of employmentship. | am
currently a university undergraduate. Comparatively, the course of diploma of nursing
pretty much summed up how a nurse can function professionally & effectively in
society. This is because the method of teaching and the subjects that were part of the
program was so comprehensive that even the registered nurses | work with, who never
walked the path of an enrolled nurse, are impressed by how far fetched my nursing
knowledge and skills are. Traditionally enrolled nurses are regarded as second to
registered nurses. By trades, enrolled nurses have as much nursing skills when it
comes to bedside nursing and medication management. Today, enrolled nurses are
associate to the registered nurses. To be able to measure up to an academic nurse,

the enrolled nurse needs the knowledge and skills which | personally TAFE SA for



providing me that.

TAFE offers short courses and affordable tuition fee for struggling adults who just do
not have the time to attend

universities which require much stronger commitment. | personally know a single
mother who was a personal care worker who just did not see herself continuing on a
path that requires a lot of manual handling. She decided to get her diploma of nursing
which saw her finishing in 18 months time. Today she is happy administering
medication in a non for profit aged care and 'looking after her back’, and bringing home

higher income to support her children.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...accessibility to a vocational
training that helps me understand my field of interest much better and able to enter the
workforce equipped with the necessary knowledge and skills that abide with the law

and ethic pertaining to that profession, in my case, nursing.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€it does
open more doors and helps educate individuals who are interested to master their
skills in the field of profession of their choice. It is simply vital to know what you are
doing and so able to be functional in the society in a safe, effective and sufficient way.
TAFE helps many to realise their dreams and increases the probability to go higher in

their education, e.g. University level.

Submitted by
Alan Yap of Port Adelaide
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Michelle Casey, of Caulfield Nth make the following statement on
the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a teacher, in the postcode of 3161.

I have taught in government secondary colleges for over 15 years. TAFE is an
important factor in keeping young people, who do not necessarily want an academic

career, in training and education.

We need a well trained and skilled workforce. A combination of TAFE and school
allows young people to gain the qualifications necessary to participate in, and

contribute to, a prosperous Australia, now and in the future.

A female student of mine, who had become disconnected with school, was able to

become re-engaged through a TAFE/School pathway.



Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means that those who live in these

areas are still able to have the same opportunities as those in cities.

Private colleges are motivated by profit, and do not have the 'big picture' of Australia's
future at their core. They 'cherry pick' courses and do not offer broad and/or diverse

pathways.

Under the state coalition government, the TAFE sector has been savaged. Campuses
have closed, schools have lost vital funding for co-ordinating pathways, and fees have
risen. The result is that many young people are no longer able to access courses and

the training necessary for their futures.

Our school can no longer afford to offer VET pathways due to cuts in funding.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because we need
to keep young people engaged in education and training. We need to be able to offer
them alternatives that are meaningful in their lives. They deserve a system that allows

them to become productive and useful members of society.

Submitted by
Michelle Casey of Caulfield Nth
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Myra Gurney, of North Rocks make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

I have spent the last 25 years of my working life teaching in both TAFE and now
university. During that time, many of what were exceptionally worthwhile TAFE courses
have been cut or watered down. Many of my friends who were excellent teachers and

highly professional educators, have left the sector for lack of work.

The rationale for this 'downsizing' by governments of both persuasions, has been the
need to provide competition and to outsource these to private providers. This has
meant not only more expensive educational options for many students, but in my view
as a teacher and curriculum developer, a poorer 'product’. There is no way that a
student gets the same educational outcome from a course taught in two days that was
previously taught in a semester in TAFE. RTOs are profit-making institutions. Their
focus, unlike that of TAFE, is not primarily on good education but on economic

rationalism.



On a personal level, both of my sons have attended TAFE in different areas. One is
currently doing an apprenticeship and has previously completed other related courses.
The other has completed four years of his apprenticeship and received excellent
training for his trade. Had they been required to pay exorbitant fees to a private
provider, | may not have been able to help them with their education. Education should

be for all, not just those who can afford it.

TAFE plays an important role in education, especially in the area of trades and as
gateway to tertiary studies for those who may not have the confidence to enter

university straight away or who have different learning styles. | believe it should be
properly funded and supported if we are to have a properly skilled workforce in the

future and one where everyone who wants it, can have access to a good education.

There are some things that it is essential that governments of all persuasions must
support in the name of equity and so | encourage the committee to consider TAFE as

an important component of an equitable and effective tertiary education sector.

Submitted by
Myra Gurney of North Rocks
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

I, guy bell, of forrestfield make the following statement on the basis of
my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a process worker, in the postcode of 6058.

I'm a second class sheetmetal worker and plan on doing more study in the future to

further my career and provide for my family.

Any Education including Tafe is always a plus for further experience in many fields that

benefits the community and families!!!

myself, a step into the mining industry!!!'in 1990 i did a 6 month Tafe course to work in
the Mining industry. this course was a "Geological technician" course at leederville tafe
in Perth W.A. If it wasn't for this course i wouldn't of been able to work in the mines
which i did from 1991-1997.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means an oppurtunity to earn more



money to provide for my family

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because we can't
rely on our kids to all go to university. After year 12 Tafe would be a better option for

those academics seeking trade skills... TAFE represents the trade sector...don't wipe it

Submitted by
guy bell of forrestfield
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Kely bombara, of spearwood make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

I am years old and work as a electrician, in the postcode of 6163.

Trade studies at Tafe. Several adult education classes at Tafe both vocational and for

personal enjoyment.
| believe many people find tafe useful for futhering their career prospects. | am also a
strong advocate for highschool age kids getting vocational training with tafe studies

and on the job experience

A good friend of my held manual labour positions for many years before studying

computer technology at Tafe. He now has a great job with an internet provider

no



No knowledge

unsure

unsure

My Son is 13 and | would hate to think his options were minimised by Government

cuts. He is disabled and unlikely to enter tertiary education

Submitted by
Kely bombara of spearwood
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Terry McMeekin, of Frankston make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a retired teacher, in the postcode of 3199.

As a teacher | saw how important it was for my students to have access to the skills
they could learn at TAFE. Many students began their tertiary training at TAFE and
many used it to become qualified in trades. Cost and the variety of courses were very

important as the students moved from school into the workforce.
TAFE provides both initial employment skills as well as certificates which enhance and

upgrade original qualifications. People change jobs many time in their work life so the

chance to upgrade skills is VIP!

I have done evening courses in wood work, french and computer programs.



TAFE has always been cheaper than University.

| have heard of the rip off colleges eg. Catering etc that have targeted foreign students.
Fewer staff and students

There is less choice, increased costs and fewer options for students.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because skills are
so important in the future employability of young people and those who need to retrain
after losing their jobs.

Submitted by

Terry McMeekin of Frankston
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Liam Whelan, of Plumpton make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Telecommunications Technician, in the postcode of
2761.

When | was young, | hated boarding school and could'nt wait to leave. At the time |
could'nt see myself entering university, | had not the grades to start with, but | did not
see an academic career as right for me either.

I managed to get an apprenticeship as a refrigeration mechanic through TAFE SA. |
excelled at TAFE. Got an award, finished my trade and that set me up for life even
though I no longer work in the same field.

I now work in a Telecommunications role. This again was born of two TAFE NSW
courses | was undertaking in IT studies.

| am a bit older now and | would appreciate the opportunity to go back to TAFE and

further my studies in telecommunication engineering, however, the constant funding



issues and scaling back of programs, means that the diploma course that | want is not
available part time. Not only is it not available, but last time | checked, the full time
roles are at campuses so remote, it is now not possible to consider this continued

education option.

Skilled tradesmen and women are always required. If there is not the facility to train
and promote the necessary skilled personel in Australia, then what?
Education is fundamental. It is not an expense that government simply consider

eroding every time there is a budget shortfall.

I would suggest that not living in a big area and being able to go to TAFE means a
huge amount to someone who is motivated enough to learn the practical and theory
components of a trade. If you have a trade, you will always have the skills to fall back

on.

There appear to be a number of private colleges offering Telecommunications diploma
courses now that would not have existed 5 years ago. Most have fees that make

participation unrealistic.

There has been a direct impact in the telecommunications training courses offered,
structure of the courses and the availability of course campuses and hours of study, so
much so that | have all but given up now being able to undertake an advanced diploma

in engineering.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because education



IS not an expense. It is an investment in the future of a skilled workforce that benefits

everyone.

Submitted by
Liam Whelan of Plumpton
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary
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Australia

|, Simon Brown, of Lane Cove make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

I am years old and work as a Environmental Officer, in the postcode of 2067.

After leaving school a little earlier than | later realised | should have, a number of TAFE
certificates quickly got me on track in a Natural Resourse Management career. TAFE
education and courses is particularly important to my industry and | would have been

lost without it.

With very practical based education and strong industry links with in the course and
even down to the campus and teacher levels | think TAFE is integral to building on
industry best practices with in a number of trades and industries | am involved in such

as Natural Resource Management, Bush Regeneration and Horticulture

Like I was saying shortly after leaving school a little earlier than | should have, TAFE



helped me to get into the industry | wanted to be in. But | have also worked alongside
many people who have, for one reason or another, had to change careers and they
have quite easily, by completing appropriate TAFE qualifications, been able to make

the change without major disruptions to their lives.

Living in a big city | have always had choices but | strongly believe everyone should

have access to sound quality tertiary education and tuition no matter where they live.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because accessible
guality tertiary education that is strongly linked with local industries and trades is

essential for youth, workers, the community and better business.

Submitted by
Simon Brown of Lane Cove
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary
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Australia

|, Julie Twomey, of Heidelberg make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a teacher, in the postcode of 3084.

| went to TAFE after high school as | was unsure of uni, but wanted further study in
more applied art studies. So completed an Adv Cert in Art and Design at Box Hill
TAFE. It taught me to love art theory and practise. So after a great 2 years and

finishing with a great collection of work, I got into Melbourne University.

TAFE taught me to love learning and go on to further study. | am now a secondary
teacher of Art and VCAL.

TAFE teaches you to apply skills in a meaningful way. It gave my learning life. | now

teach VCAL and impart my love of practical studies to my students.



Many of my VCAL students have lost their desired courses due to the cuts, others

have had their fees increase by $100's if not $1000's. Out of reach of many families.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because we need
students to love their learning. This for many students is through an applied method of
learning; as offered by TAFESs. Industry needs this, students need this... the future of

the workforce needs this.

Submitted by
Julie Twomey of Heidelberg
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Brendan Kelly, of cannington make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

It is because of TAFE that | have my job as IT support. My employer specifically stated
they were looking for TAFE graduates to be employed. The reason, | have since
learned, is because TAFE is more hands on, which is what industry wants. It's all well
and good to know why things happen, but if you have no idea how to make those

things happen, the you're as good as useless to industry.

Had it not been for TAFE, it's plausible that I'd not be employed in my chosen field right

now.

Submitted by

Brendan Kelly of cannington



Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Robyn Wellington, of Hillside make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

My son was attending Mount Alexander College in 2012, and enrolled in a VETIS
Commercial Building and Construction course at RMIT for 2013; however, TAFE cuts
put a stop to this before it even started. He was shattered, and disorientated, but
thankfully he sought an alternative pathway to complete years 11 and 12 through

SEDA, and hopes to enter the Building and Construction Industry in 2015.

He hopes to be a crane operator, and thankfully the CFMEU Crane Training Unit
allowed him to spend a day with them to ensure this is what he really wanted, and
provided valuable advice on the best way to enter the industry.

Hopefully by 2015, there will a change of government and / or TAFE funding restored.

Submitted by



Robyn Wellington of Hillside
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Leigh lvin, of Tamworth make the following statement on the basis
of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a teacher, in the postcode of 2340.

| teach music and technology related subjects at TAFE. | believe the arts are as
compelling and vital as anything else. To deprive students of the chance to gain
serious education in the arts is deplorable. | feel the LNP almost views such pursuits

as a threat.

for the less academic amongst us, this is a no brainer. With trades shortages and the

outsourcing a skilled workers, why are we even considering cuts to TAFE?

Way too many school students | have taught at high school benefit immeasurably from

TVET courses.



Tamworth TAFE has long and highly relevant history

Yes

Absolutely. Entire fine arts courses, with years of prep and work behind them were

axed without regard.

Class reduction, staffing cuts and a diluted pool of opportunity for the community.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because not
everybody can afford higher education. Too many students can rise out of obscurity

and low-income given the right chances. TAFE is more than just a part of this.

Submitted by
Leigh lvin of Tamworth
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary
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Australia

|, Steven Kennewell, of Mt Burnett make the following statement on
the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a Crane Operator, in the postcode of 3781.

As a young man | studied at TAFE to gain qualifications as a dogman and rigger, |
found the quality of training to be of a very high level and it helped guide me on a safe
and knowledgable path in my chosen field of work.

during my working life I have held numerous training roles working for TAFE colleges,
Private Registered Training Organisations and employers both in Australia and East
Africa.

| have noted a decline in the quality of training being provided by RTO's, specifically
privately owned businesses in Victoria, Western Australia and New South Wales.
These days the focus seems to be teaching the minimum required to pass
assessments rather than a broad education on the specific field that gives students the

skills and knowledge to do the job safely as well as passing the licence assessment.



Save the TAFE system as the training provided in these institutions is top quality and

helps ensure safe work places.

TAFE colleges provide a broad education on the specific field that gives students the

skills and knowledge to do the job safely as well as passing the licence assessment.

As a former TAFE instructor | have seen many young people come through, firstly
apprehensive about working with heavy equipment and slinging complicated items for
lifting with cranes.

Over the few weeks | have seen many of these people build and consolidate skills and
gain knowledge required to safely determine the correct and safe way of lifting a
variety of loads.

Training | have provided has also included operating cranes and forklifts, erecting
scaffolding, identifying hazards and implanting appropriate control measures.

My time as an instructor has been a source of great pride as | have seen young people
develop skills that will make them more employable and help ensure safety in their

daily lives.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means i am able to develop my skills

and further my education in order to better provide for myself and my family.

| believe private RTO's are focused on making money rather than providing quality
training, something | believe many employers are also well aware of this.

The riggers licence these days is regarded in the industry as a learners permit rather
than a certification that a person is competent to perform the required tasks without
close and constant supervision.

The TAFE system is the place for people to go to learn the skills and gain the



knowledge, private RTO's are the place to go to get the licence without having to learn

a lot.

With the growth of private RTO's TAFE colleges have been forced to reduced the
guality of education in order to compete with the private RTO's who are more focused

on "Milking the Cash Cow" rather than providing extensive and relevant training.

Government cuts to TAFE have severely impacted on the availability of quality training

and will eventually see these institutions no longer able to compete

Save the TAFE system as proper education and training is what will ensure the safety

of everyday Australians.

Submitted by
Steven Kennewell of Mt Burnett
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Jason Smith, of Morayfield make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a E&I Inspector, in the postcode of 4506.

| first studies a Certificate in Occupational Studies in the electrical trade and then went
on to complete the Certificate in Electrical (Trade) at TAFE NSW.

TAFE played a very important role in my life as it provided substantial theory in my
chosen profession which provided the base knowledge originally and then expanded

theoretical knowledge of the practical skills | learned at work.

TAFE provides excellent training from experienced trainers who have no ambition 'just
to hand out certificates’, unlike some private RTO's.
The teacher's independence in TAFE allows them to train and assess fairly without the

need to satisfy a student with a certificate they haven't really earned.



Before | purchased my first computer, | enrolled in TAFE to learn how to use one. They
offered part time courses at night which allowed me to continue to work and provided

me the enough knowledge and confidence to make my first computer purchase.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...

| am aware of qualifications being "awarded" to people who have not gained the
necessary knowledge or experience to earn it. This has a huge effect on workplace
quality and is bringing the quality of the Australian tradesman down to a frightening

level.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€we
need to ensure the quality of Australian workers. With all that is currently being
outsourced to foreign shores at the moment, the skills of foreign workers is on the
increase and the skills of Australian workers is on a rapid decline. When the foreign
workforces demand payment increases for their newly acquired skills and their wages
become unsustainable, corporations will want to return to the Australian workforce
although it would quickly become evident that the local workforce no longer has the
knowledge base to fill the requirements.

Please, | implore you, in a time of skills shortages, invest more in quality Australian
training by increasing funding and opportunities in TAFE and increasing quality
apprenticeship and traineeship opportunities. There is no fast, easy shortcut to this
solution.

DONT ACT FOR YOUR NEXT VOTE, ACT FOR THE FUTURE PROSPERITY OF
YOUR COUNTRY AND ITS COMMUNITY.

Submitted by
Jason Smith of Morayfield



Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
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Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Gabriel Oriti, of Pallarenda make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Business coach, in the postcode of 4810.

| was a 23 year experienced Tafe teacher, across hospitality management, workplace
training and assessing, business, retail, and RPL assessor and quality internal auditor.
I was told my skills were surplus to requirements. | had dedicated my working career to
be a teache and trainer and opportunity builder for students. Now | am "surplus to
requirements” | am still, 6 months later extremely disappointed with the management

of the Barrier Reef Tafe and how they have treated students and obviously me as well

Tafe used to be able to provide students with opportunities to learn, practice, make

isa,Ed and grow in self confidence before beginning or while enhancing careers

Refer above, | was about working with employers and making opportunities for



students to work in live external and internal live practical situations to apply their

knowledge and skills into situations that helped them gain confidence

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...

Private colleges have proliferated, some with the onvjective our credentialling with

minimal effort others aiming to be partof the learning journey

Budget constraints have led to significant cuts at the Barrier Reef Tafe and
consequently many staff being "offered" voluntary redundancies, with packages that
wee difficult to resist but that had caveats for not accepting and financial

consequences for t accepting.

Extremely badly, many programs being cancelled, training being made an expense
and managers considering administrative budgets and not learning and educational

experiences

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because those who
may be left to carry on are less experienced, less able and less inclined to not replicate
the less thanprofessionalpracticesof some training providers. | have gone from being a

totally devoted advocate for Tafe to now feeling ambivalent toward it

Submitted by
Gabiriel Oriti of Pallarenda
Friday 12th of April 2013
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|, Janet Srbic, of Labrador make the following statement on the basis
of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

I am years old and work as a Pensioner, in the postcode of 4215.

| attended computer courses (6) sewing courses and lifestyle courses. Daughter
trained for a year at TAFE and got a job whereas a uni degree didn't earn her a job. |

loved the TAFE courses.

| think it's great adults to have that learning facility that is not quite as full on as uni.
Great for apprenticeships and short courses which can open up new career choices.

I'd like to see TAFE receive more money for more courses. | know | will attend

| completed TAFE courses recently but have been unable to find work. My daughter

attended TAFE and that has worked better for her than a uni degree



Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...| live on the gold coast

No. My experience with EIM training was very professional

Yes. Definitely. For quite a good while now.

Yes. | recall having to go to a private training course because TAFE wasn't offering the

course any more

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€|l need it
to learn and retrain. | am still hopeful of finding employment. If | can't do that | might
like to do a sewing course. It's so nice to believe there are options open through which

| can improve my circumstances or else there only a dead end and that's awful

Submitted by
Janet Srbic of Labrador
Friday 12th of April 2013
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|, Tim.Nash , of Maryville make the following statement on the basis
of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a auto electrician and graphic designer, in the postcode of
2293.

| did a apprenticeship in Auto Electrics in the 90's, | changed careers for a while and
did a diploma of Graphic design and went on to gain a degree at university in visual
communications. Graphic design is my passion, auto electrics pays my mortgage. Both
| first studied at TAFE.

TAFE puts an emphasis on pragmatism, it is a philosophical outlook that is about a
practical approach to knowledge. The workforce is a pragmatic place and TAFE
supplies the essential skills that get people employed. It must be said however that not

ALL knowledge and education is practical.



I have known plenty of people who came into TAFE from nothing and having no
direction in life and have come out with a career and a means to pay off a house and

form a meaningful life.

| live in Newcastle, it is not the only option, but a university degree is not always the

way to get a employment either.

| got an RSA not long ago with a private collage, it was pretty disgraceful how they

conducted their tests.

I know plenty of really great teachers have gotten laid off.

Loss of resources and loss of great teachers and practical supplies.

Without TAFE the one thing that | have loved passionately (besides my wife) - graphic
design, would not have been in my life. | cannot imagine my life without this study and
without the amazing teachers and experience | gained at TAFE. Some of the students |
studied with are the people | love most in the world and | would not have met them
without TAFE.

Submitted by
Tim.Nash of Maryville
Friday 12th of April 2013
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|, Julie Gerrish, of Lismore make the following statement on the basis
of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Public Servant, in the postcode of 2480.

I had no qualifications until | completed Social Welfare and Youth Work Studies at
TAFE as a mature aged student. | was awarded the TAFE State medal. | worked in
Child Protection and Juvenile Justice in a career spanning 20 years. Since retirement
in 2008 | have worked on a relief basis and currently earn enough money to be off the
Aged Pension.

Two of my children were able to enter University on the strength of their studies at
TAFE. My son left school after Yr 10 and studied Computers at TAFE. On the
strength of recommendations from his TAFE head of studies he gained entry to Sth
Cross University to study I.T. even though he had no HSC and was not yet considered
a "mature aged" student. He became very ill and disabled following brain surgery. He

was able to return to studies at TAFE with the support of a TAFE funded support



worker, modified furniture and equipment arranged by the TAFE Disability co-ordinator.
My daughter left school during Year 11 due to illness. She returned to study at TAFE
to complete the Tertiary Preparation Course and gained entry to an Arts/Law degree at
MacQuarie University. Another son left school after Year 10 and studied Art at TAFE.
On the strength of his portfolio of work he gained admission to Sth Cross University in

the Fine Arts degree.

TAFE teachers are generally people who have had experience in the industry related
to their field of teaching. This brings a practical approach to learning. TAFE trained
students are often sought after due to the practical nature of their training as well as

the theoretical basis on which to base their practice.

| was an early school leaver, aged 14. | brought up a family of four children. Through
my TAFE studies as a mature-aged student | was successful in gaining employment in
my field of interest. At age 68, due to my experience, | am still sought after by former

employers to back-fill positions when staff are on leave.

| work with disadvantaged youth, many of whom do not manage mainstream schooling
well. Some clients have secured placements at TAFE to complete their Year 10
equivalent studies and gone on to study further courses at TAFE. Placements are
competitive and | am concerned that funding cuts will lead to less available places for
this group of young people who require the special support afforded to students at
TAFE. They will be forced into an endless round of "short courses”, if any exist locally,
to meet requirements of Centrelink to maintain their meagre income. Many will remain

unemployed.



TAFE is the people's education. It has a tradition of providing a broad range of
courses to meet the needs of a diverse community. | urge the committee to support a
well-funded TAFE sector to continue to make available the opportunities and rich

educational experiences otherwise denied many of our community.

Submitted by
Julie Gerrish of Lismore
Friday 12th of April 2013
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|, Sandra Betts, of Belgrave make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Civil Celebrant, in the postcode of 3160.

My daughter is seeking to become a Veterinary Nurse. This is a difficult job to get into
as a Traineeship requires first finding 15 hours/week work with a Vet. Then, and only

then can she enroll to study the CertlV in Veterinary Nursing at TAFE.

The TAFE course was subsidized by Federal and State Governments but in Victoria
the State Government contribution has been removed, so almost no places are being

offered by Vets. | have seen 2 advertisements on specialist web sites only this year.

The only other option is to gain one of a very few (20) plces offered by a Private Ed

Group who charge $20,000 for the 2 year course.



Training trades and Vet nurses, etc - all necessary parts of the workforce.

My daughter is taking on a Short Course at Box Hill TAFE as a Preliminary step to
gaining the interest of a potential employer for a traineeship. Although it costs $600 for
only 8 x 3hr sessions it will give her more knowledge and show that she is committed

to getting into her chosen field of work.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...

Private Colleges are a scam. | have worked in them (esp. Australian College of Natural

Medicine) delivering components of Bachelor Degree Courses.

| was the only staff member with University experience so they had me do the Course
Requirements first, as an example for others to follow. None of the other lecturers had
University experience as educators and many did not have degrees them selves

(natural Medicine lecturers, Homeopathy lecturers, etc).

| had been teaching at the first University Courses in Natural Medicine in Australia (at
Southern Cross University) and was appalled at the examination standards of most
other lecturers. They were NOT applying University standards but were selling a

Bachelor Degree.

The same lack of professionalism has been true of 'private' providers of First Aid
Training | have experienced - low standards applied to students (paying for the course
tends to pay for a pass and the Institutions are reluctant to fail under-performing

students).

Lilydale Campus closed. Staff cutbacks at many sites.



The cuts have been applied in a vicious and unintelligent manner. No thought as to

impact and control of impacts was seriously entertained.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€we
need the workers they train and need to avoid under supply of tradespeople and other

skills in the future. Also our young people need skills to get jobs.

Apprenticeships and traineeships need support. Employers need to have support to
take on unskilled juniors while they learn the trades and train in work skills needed to

fill fully trained roles in the future

Submitted by
Sandra Betts of Belgrave
Friday 12th of April 2013
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|, Veronica Ryan, of Grafton make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a TAFE Teacher, in the postcode of 2460.

TAFE plays a huge role in the Grafton community. It is a place where locals, especially
those who may be disadvantaged, unemployed or disabled can feel comfortable and

safe while learning new skills to help improve their lives.

TAFE provides vital skills and, often even more important, instils confidence in its
students to assist them in achieving their goals. TAFE offers learners training and
support to develop the skills and knowledge necessary to compete in the modern

workforce.

Many of the students we see in Grafton TAFE are referred from JSA that are unable to

find employment for them due to a lack of training and skills employers require. Grafton



TAFE, like TAFEs country wide, provide the training, motivation and encouragement

that has seen many return to workforce after long periods of unemployment.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means everything to the local
community of Grafton. It is such a welcoming, supportive environment. The loss of
such an institution would be devastating to the area as it is much more than an
exceptional educational facility, it is a place where community members can connect,

share and learn. TAFE needs more funding and support from government not less.

Other RTOs cannot hope to offer students the same level of support nor the same
caring environment as TAFE. Not to mention the high level of experience and quality
teaching that has grown from numerous years of service to the community. TAFE is

unique in its ability to provide high quality training.

The job of teachers has never been harder and the pressure we are under is immense.
We love what we do, we care for our communities and are always willing to go the
extra mile for our students but recent cost cutting has seen valuable courses cut, staff

numbers reduced and precious resources lost.

| am scared that due to job cuts and a push for online training over face to face, those
in our community who are most in need, and who have no way of accessing or
completing online courses unassisted, will never receive the training they could once
get from TAFE. They will be destined to live without the opportunity to be trained well

and to gain employment.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because TAFE is
not just an RTO it is for many the life blood of the community, a refuge in which to

grow, develop and nurture our citizens. Please care for TAFE today and into the future.



Submitted by
Veronica Ryan of Grafton
Friday 12th of April 2013
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|, Deidre Pinder, of Bondi make the following statement on the basis
of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Project Officer, in the postcode of 2150.

| have studied at TAFE several times. Courses have included certificates in training
and IT and a Diploma in Human Resource Management. | plan to undertake further

study at TAFE including a Certificate Ill or IV in Fitness and also disability studies.

It is important for workers to have access to good quality and affordable training
institutions such as TAFE so that they can continue to develop their skills to remain
competitive for work. This is particularly important for disadvantaged workers such as
those with disabilities, mature aged and those who have been out of the workforce for
a period of time ie sole parents, carers. But it's not just about remaining competitive it's
also about having the skills to progress at work into higher better paid positions.

Further study also means that employers benefit from better skilled workers. So



everyone wins!!!

About 11-12 years ago | lost a job | really loved due to bullying and was depressed. |
found part time work however decided to undertake further studies at TAFE feeling it
would help me get me back on my feet more quickly and gain another job | would love.
| had studied at TAFE in the late 90's and had enjoyed every minute of it making many
friends and loving the study. The teachers were great too. Always willing to help and
advise when we needed it. It was like visiting friends and family every time | attended.
So | also felt that being in that environment would be good for me. | did return and it
was fun and helped my mental health. However | also gained further qualifications
which lead to temporary work in a job | loved and 8 years later when that job came up
but this time permanently | got it. If | hadn't of studied at TAFE 11 years ago | would

not be in the job | am in today.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...

Yes it seems the private colleges do "quick" and "nasty" courses where students cram
but don't really learn anything. Doing a couple of nights pw over a year means one
really does learn thoroughly. Private colleges seem to have poor surroundings and
equipment and teachers that can't be committed as they are casual and need to look at
moving on for their own financial security. Secure jobs like at TAFE means that
teachers can commit to the job and develop which students and employers benefit

from.

Unfortunately | haven't been to TAFE for a few years so can't comment. But | highly
support TAFE and feel it should be well funded and remain a leading education

provider that can be responsive to workforce needs.



I have noticed that new courses aren't being offered. For example I'd like to upgrade
my cert IV in workplace assessment and training to a cert IV in workplace training and

assessment - however they do not offer this course.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€;not
everything should be handed over to a profit driven private sector but should remain in
expert govt hands. Government can and should play a large role in education and
social services. TAFE is highly experienced and it is also local and offers courses in

the evening so one can continue to work.

Submitted by
Deidre Pinder of Bondi
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Clare Heath, of Holloways Beach make the following statement on
the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a social worker, in the postcode of 4870.

TAFE is the most amazing place.

It's where | went at night to learn how to type back in 1979 and everyday at work or
home, I'm so grateful for that evening course.

TAFE is where | went as a 25 year old to do the Tertiary Preparation Cerificate as |
only went to Year 10 in 1978 and had dreams of going to University and becoming a
social worker.

TAFE is where | went to dabble in my creative side and study Ceramics.

TAFE is where my daughter wants to go after she finishes school to study, as she
does not have the desire to go to University.

TAFE changed my life and gave me the confidence to aim higher. | met some

wonderful teachers at TAFE who were inspiring and really brought out the best in me.



Best of all TAFE gave me the confidence to believe in myself. | went from not having
much confidence regarding my academic abilities after leaving school in Year 10, to
going on to University as a mature age student - a major achievement and milestone in
my life.

Not everyone is suited to learning in the school environment, that's why TAFE is so
important, to give everyone a chance. TAFE is a real egalitarian place. It's a place

that is open to everyone.

TAFE always seems to offer the best courses that will equip people with the skills they

need right now. TAFE is an education leader.

| would not be where | am now with out TAFE.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...you don't miss out on
opportunities to better yourself and make a future for yourself. It means you can have

the chance to keep unemployment at bay.

Not personally, although they are very expensive and not everyone can have access to

them.

Fees are increasing which means it is not as affordable as it used to be for everyone.

Some of the courses have been cut which is disappointing.

It's harder to get into courses as there are less places and less choices for people.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€}with out

TAFE people will fall through the cracks into unemployment, depression,

homelessness etc.



Submitted by
Clare Heath of Holloways Beach
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Margaret Galbraith, of Flagstaff Hill make the following statement
on the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a Library Officer, in the postcode of 5001.

| had a career change in 1998 and fulfilled a long- time dream of being able to
complete a Diploma in Library Studies at Adelaide TAFE. After a 12 year gap from the
work force to have 2 children | returned that year to a life changing career working at
Barr Smith Library University of Adelaide. | had previously worked in secretarial

positions but always wanted to work in a library.

| feel TAFE better equips you for the workforce as opposed to some university courses
as it is more hands on. My son did the Diploma in Accounting and us now doing the

degree at Flinders. He has been told while at job recruitment sessions his TAFE



training as well as his Degree should help his job prospects and this is from one of the

big 4 finance companies here.

| did not know about the Library Technician course as it was not advertised but
teacher/librarian at my children's primary school suggested I try the course as | had
volunteered at the school library for 9 years. | could not afford university as could | not
get HELP fees as only a permanent resident but may take out citizenship in the next

couple of years.

Cuts years ago meant the library studies were amalgamated with IT at Adelaide which
took away the personalised touch we had before when they had their own unit. When |
graduated my Cert IV we had a wonderful graduation ceremony. When | got my
Diploma the teachers organised a dinner themselves for me as there was no formal
ceremony due to cut backs. | felt after all the hard work this was very poor on the TAFE

part but totally out of the teacher's control then with lack of funds from Government.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because there are
SO0 many young and mature students who may not make the grade for university but
still want to do well and improve life choices. My son went to university when he left
school and hated it. | feel it was too big a shock for him. A year later he went to TAFE
and loved the smaller class room style and the teacher contact. He said it helped him
mature and then was ready after 2 years at TAFE to go onto university and is currently

doing well.

Submitted by
Margaret Galbraith of Flagstaff Hill



Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Irene Buckler, of Glenwood make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a writer, in the postcode of 2768.

| studied accountancy at TAFE ages ago and then computer programming . My brother
in law studied engineering at TAFE and my son did a certificate 4 on youth work at

TAFE as a prelude to entering the police force.

TAFE is ideally positioned to fill the skills-gaps that (apparently) plague our workforce,
but it seems to me that since | and my brother-in-law studied accountancy (me),
computer programming (me) and engineering (him) that such middle level courses are

no longer offered at TAFE. Why is that?

TAFE enabled one of my sons to upgrade his qualifications to meet the entry level

requirements for his chosen career in policing.



Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means that young people do not
need to leave regional areas to access the training they need to get employment in

skilled areas of work.

I am familiar with this problem through well-publicized cases (shonky colleges

exploiting overseas students, for example) appearing in the print media.

My local TAFEs are still operating, but | am aware of closures in other areas - how can
that be when we are always told Australia needs skilled workers? What | have noticed
is that a new (Anglican, I think) training provider has built a brand new training facility in
my local area. | would like to know who is funding this facility, a duplication of existing

local TAFE resources? | hope it's not the tax payer.

| have no experience of this, but | am sure it is happening :) Also, | am unhappy with

the mooted imposition of HECs type fees on TAFE students.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because Australia

needs a local, properly trained, skilled workforce.

Submitted by
Irene Buckler of Glenwood
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, daryl stirrat, of ashtonfield make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a fitter, in the postcode of 2323.

| have attended a number of T.A.F.E. campuses, completing trade courses, and post
trade qualifications.
These qualifications have enabled me to gain successful employment over the past 40

years.

T.A.F.E. has enabled myself and a large number of other Australians to better
themselves and help this country to move ahead economically, both nationally and

internationally.

Many people in our area have retrained themselves and gained new qualifications

when local manufacturing industries closed. By using the services and facilities that



T.A.F.E. supplies, and were able to gain new employment in other fields of expertise.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means. That we can train our young

people so that the can better themselves and assist our society to move foward.

there has been a downgrading of the trade skills in this country over the last 40 years.
The course syllabus has been downgraded and shortened to meet the need for
tradespeople, and the employers.

Also the Howard government created private colleges and training institutions to meet
the shortage. But has only succeded in cutting funding to TAFE and reducing the

effectiveness of the organisation.

yes, the cost of the courses has jumped to a point where it limits the ability of people to

be able to train themselves and improve their life.

as above, increased costs, cutting teachers, and courses. A very negative outcome.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because
It has a knock on effect to manufacturing and infastructure , as well as improving

peoples lives, and the Australian economy.

Submitted by
daryl stirrat of ashtonfield
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Joan Lockwood, of Dinmore make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a retired translator, in the postcode of 4303.

My son is an apprentice electrician and studies at TAFE

TAFE gives practical and other skills to people heading for useful work.

Actually, it gives a first chance to people. My son is using his apprenticeship as a

career change, so | suppose it counts as a second chance.

No



| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because all people,
especially young people, need every chance available to be trained to join the

workforce in a career position.

Submitted by
Joan Lockwood of Dinmore
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Jacqui Moon, of Miranda make the following statement on the basis
of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a food, beverage and functions supervisor, in the postcode
of 2000.

| attended Loftus TAFE doing an Advanced Diploma in Hospitality, following on from
doing hospitality at high school.

My teachers at TAFE were very supportive and made it possible for me to go straight
into a job as a trainee manager in a large hotel chain after finishing my course.

The course | did really prepared me for a job in my chosen field.

Sadly, now the hospitality course | did has been discontinued at my local TAFE college

- that is so unfair!

The courses are affordable, the course | did at TAFE would have cost $30,000 + if |

had done it at a private college - my parents couldn't afford that - and | couldn't have



afforded the fees. Going to TAFE gave me the opportunity to pursue the career |

wanted.

| had a friend who didn't really fit into school, so she left school and did her HSC at
TAFE.

Courses have been cut from the TAFE | attend, there just aren't the number or varietty

of courses anymore.

I am one of the lucky people who went through TAFE, | had left by the time the cuts

started.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because if | hadn't
gone to TAFE | wouldn't have been able to get the job | have now - | have already
been able to get a promotion in my job - TAFE made me confident enough to go for the

job I wanted.

Submitted by
Jacqui Moon of Miranda
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Edith Steele, of Holland Park, Brisbane make the following
statement on the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except
where otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a teacher for adult migrants, in the postcode of 4121.

| teach English to adult migrants who through their TAFE studies are prepared to enter
mainstream VET courses or even begin or extend their university studies or achieve
entry level into the work force.

These English courses are their life line into further studies and employment.

Through their TAFE studies our students develop their language skills, work skills,
strengthen their self esteem, learn about the Australian culture to become valuable
members of our work force.

Many come already highly qualified and skilled and need TAFE as the stepping stone

into the workplace.



TAFE is the biggest and most successful provider of English studies to adult migrants
and the TAFE setting is an ideal stepping stone to employment, to study such as aged
care, hospitality, IT and from there to university for already qualified doctors. nurses

etc.

Our migrants and refugees usually come from impoverished backgrounds and a local

TAFE make travelling expenses viable.

Students have alredeady voted with their feet returning back to TAFE after
experiencing an RTO (Registered Trainig Organisation) in Coorparoo, Brisbane that
consisted of a hall instead of classrooms had no computer and no course program.

This is one of several unsatisfactory RTOs in Brisbane

Due to budget cuts resulting in teaching job losses, overworked administration staff as

those who left were not replacedas well as increased class sizes.

Due to the government's significant TAFE cuts, students have had to discontinue
studies or work full time to pay their fees and consequently were unable to concentrate

in class and failed their course. This led to loss of self esteem and depression.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because we lose
highly skilled and qualified migrants to driving taxies, cleaning jobs and kitchen work.
This affects their health and burdens health services. It also adds to diversity in our
society when a group of valuable people are not supported and helped to integrate into

our Australian society.

Submitted by
Edith Steele of Holland Park, Brisbane



Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Luke Hays, of Doubleview make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

I am years old and work as a Public servant, in the postcode of 6004.

TAFE represents an important part of the education system, and a vital option for all
people, but especially young people, seeking to improve their skills.

The idea that in a modern economy and society we can make decisions to reduce
educational opportunities for citizens and still expect to maintain or improve our
performance has been proven false.

It is without question that the investment in education pays for itself multiple times in

the future.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...



| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because an
investment in the education of Australians, particularly younger Australians, is one that

will pay for itself multiple times in the future.

Submitted by
Luke Hays of Doubleview
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Larissa Brady, of Canadian make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a clinical coder, in the postcode of 3350.

| have completed two tafe courses since | left high school. The first one spurred me
back to university, where | eventually went on to honours level. The second TAFE
course provided me with very useful and transferable skills, which have assisted me in
various positions | have held. | am positive that | would not be in the career I'm in now

if | had not undertaken TAFE training.

From my experience, TAFE helps develop workplace relevant skills that improve

employability and encourage ongoing personal improvement.

Although | went straight from VCE to Uni, | was not ready for the changes involved

(leaving home and friends to go to Melbourne from Ballarat) and ended up dropping



out after the first year. Instead | enrolled in TAFE the following year and completed a
two year course. This eventually lead me back to Uni and | was successful the second

time around.

Although Ballarat has two universities, TAFE offers different options and is often more
accessible to people for many different reasons. TAFE can also, as in my case, act as
a pathway to Uni if going directly from secondary education hasn't been an option or

hasn't worked out initially.

| haven't had personal experience but am aware of some very concerning issues in

that regard.

Several years ago, during another round of cuts, my brother lost his relatively new job
as a TAFE teacher in panel beating, which lead to Ballarat panel beating apprentices
being expected to travel to Melbourne to complete their course component. This round
of cuts is even more extensive still and | expect the impact on both staff, with job
losses, and to students, who may not be able to travel to Melbourne for their courses,

will be even more detrimental.

I have not been studying at TAFE during this current round of cuts so can't personally

comment on the hardships caused, although | am sure they are great.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because TAFE is
one of the greatest pathways out of both poverty and ignorance and helps people off

welfare or low paying jobs and into further education and better employment options.

Submitted by

Larissa Brady of Canadian



Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Gary Heard, of West Melbourne make the following statement on
the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

A strong TAFE system is not only fundamental to the wellbeing of our society, it
remains an important ingredient in developing work skills for the economy. The TAFE
systems offers training and education for those whose approach is more practical than
academic, providing essential skills and understandings for many who would otherwise
fall through the cracks of our educations system.

Since the demise of technical schools in Victoria, many students have been
significantly disadvantaged, not having a place to develop dedicated practical skills, or,
more fundamentally, to test themselves in a range of practical learning areas. The
private sector has a demonstrated inability to fill this gap, given the larger capital costs
associated with trade-associated learning.

The federal government's commitment to the TAFE system needs to be strengthened,
together with a policy approach which encourages state governments to invest in this

aspect of education, rather than cutting back.



Given the different learning rates and developments of young people, a strong,

government supported and owned TAFE system is essential.

Submitted by
Gary Heard of West Melbourne
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Charmaine Trigg, of Mount Druitt make the following statement on
the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a Bookkeeper, in the postcode of 2760.

Without TAFE | would not have been able to pursue my career as a bookkeeper/BAS

agent

It gives you a hands on approach to the workforce with lecturers being real people with

real life skills not just teaching you by rope learning

TAFE has allowed me to pursue study at my own pace without the stigma of being a

disabled person

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...



| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€]

Submitted by
Charmaine Trigg of Mount Druitt
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, patricia o'brien, of Mosman make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a retiree, in the postcode of 2088.

tafe is essentiala part of the australian educational ssystem and shsould be

ssupported as such.

as above save TAFE & definitely expand on TAFE possibilities.

so many . i used to supervise examinations at TAFe around Sydney and they are so
essential or the apprentice system and also asa supportive educational tool and

environment for folk of all dispositions./ages /cultures/

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means... communication. contact.

opportunity to network . avenues for employers and apprentices workers to liase art



exhibition.s galleries music venue and expressions of art interest. commuunication
PLUS PLUS PLUS a focal centre for the region..

no idea

yes closing buildings as at Seaforth in the past & thus not staffed or supported.so
wasting resources. Suggest put them under the care of an org which does/can care
re the public educA tion system and supervise the use of space for other orgs to use

these community buildings as well.

state govt shows again it is out of touch with real voters need. by all it's cuts.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becauseé€] itis an
obvious essential lynchpin for our Aussies to speak with others , to learn trades of
use. to practice under supervision. and should be supported by govt. more widely not

have cutback and no head plan of what purpose they serve..

Submitted by
patricia o'brien of Mosman
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Annemarie Freeman, of Molendinar make the following statement
on the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a administration officer, in the postcode of 4217.

Tafe has played a part in the life of both my children. My son studied a diploma of
accounting. My daughter is in year 11 and thanks to tafe she will have several
gualifications when she completes year 12. University is not for everyone and tafe

offers my daughter an alternative pathway to her chosen career nursing.

Tafe provides skills that can be gained in a relatively short period of time. Many of the
courses offered give our young people the skills and confidence to start out in the

workforce and start a career in their chosen field.

The course that my daughter is doing well lead to a nursing degree when she wouldn't

have that opportunity if she was made to achieve the necessary results through



mainstream school.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...

No

My daughter is also doing a Cert Ill in childrens services. The fees were increased at

the last minute

The increase in these fees may mean that some people may not be able to afford to
gain qualifications. With our aging population we need to offer every opportunity to or

youth to ensure they are job ready.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€] it is
vital that our most vulnerable people have equal access to further education. This will
ensure that more people have the skills they need to be productive and independent

members of society.

Submitted by
Annemarie Freeman of Molendinar

Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Stephen Donaldson, of Green valley make the following statement
on the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a Fitter, in the postcode of 2170.

By 17 years old , both my parents had passed away. | started work in a factory as a
process worker. Then my boss told me of a company that had apprenticeships going ,
so | took an apprenticeship at TAFE and am still working Over thirty years later. We
have 3 Forster kids and | hope to be sending them to TAFE aswell.

| am proof of that!

I don't know how life would have gone without TAFE.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...



Yes , certain training institutes just seem to rip young people off.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€,TAFE is
the stepping stone into the real world for young people. Especially the ones that build

Australia.

Submitted by
Stephen Donaldson of Green valley
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Andrew King, of Carrum make the following statement on the basis
of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Communications Technician, in the postcode of 3197.

| have been a part of the TAFE system ever since joining the workforce. I've completed
2x apprenticeships in carpentry & joinery and telecommunications. since certificate 3 in
both respective fields | have gone on to complete further certificates related to the
telecommunications industry. The TAFE system has provided me with life long skills
and qualifications that were not offered in other educational institutions such as
university. TAFE provides an avenue of tertiary education not only to young people but
to people looking to upskill or change careers in order to better their quality of life and
further contribute to Australian society in a freater sense. The value of courses
provided by the Australian TAFE system is second to none and considering we are
now in a position where not only are we facing a skills shortage. Particularly in my

chosen industry of telecommunications, we also have a rapidly aging workforce.



TAFE contributes significantly to the Australian workforce and society as a whole.
Traditionally TAFE's have provided licensed trades such as plumbing and electrical
with courses that provide a skill level unmatched by trades people all over the globe.
The high quality of Australian trades standards has in recent years seen a great
demand for Australian trades people particularly in the United Kingdom and Europe.
TAFE affords people skills and abilities not offered elsewhere and for young people
entering the workforce it gives them a level of confidence that makes them more

valuable to a prospective employer.

As a young man leaving school | remember feeling overwhelmed by the pressure of
wanting to be in a job that was skilled and valued. | entered the construction industry at
the age of 18 and have been in the trade sector since then. Had | not had the
opportunity to attend TAFE and complete certificates in my respective fields | honestly
can not say how different my life would be today. TAFE provides people with all kinds
of opportunites that other educational institutions have not and still do not offer. If the
TAFE sector can no longer offer people the courses traditionally provded by the TAFE
system then what is to become of skilled workers in the Australian workforce. Although
it may be attractive for large companies to employ foreign workers at a lower rate of
pay to Australian workers. That can not be sustained as a long term practice if more
Australian citizens are unable to gain long term employment especially if they are
skilled workers. Also in terms of people who are required to work to Australian

standards and industry codes which are taught in the TAFE system.
| don't live in a regional area but | would argue that for young people living in a regional
area or people looking to upskill the TAFE system can only be seen as a valued means

of education.

In 2007 | did a telecommunications course provided by a private educational provider.



It was held in a function room at a 3 star hotel with the absolute bare minimum of
materials and insufficent documentation and technical information. Several attendees
left the course and remarked at how sub-standard and uninspired the course was. It

was not anything that could be considered a solution to tertiary or further education.

I have spoken to the electrical engineering department at my local TAFE. They in no
uncertain terms expressed grave concern at the budget cuts and direction the TAFE

system seems to be headed.

It is undeniable that the Victorian state governments sever cuts to the TAFE system
have had an adverse effect on people. There is insurmountable evidence to
demonstrate that the cuts have left many people unable to find placements in their
respective fields or are not receiving a standard of education expected in order to work
to Australian standards. These standards are what set Australian workers apart from
the rest of the world and the reason that skilled Australian workers are so highly

regarded.

The future of Australia and the quality of life that we hold so dear is directly related to
our ability to be able to provide the skills and service required to keep developing our
industries and infrastructure. The current economic instability seen in Europe and the
United States and youth unemployment is a direct effect of a lack of investment in
skills. Australia more than ever will need a skilled workforce in order to prosper in to
the technological future. Investment in TAFE should be seen as a logical, sound an

necessary investment in the future of all Australians.

Submitted by
Andrew King of Carrum
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Adam Tucker, of Moranbah make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a boilermaker, in the postcode of 4744.

| am a father of 2 girls. | started doing a prevocational metal fabrication and welding
course (boiler making) at the Mackay tafe. The course gave me the experience and
knowledge to begin learning my trade. A couple of months into my provocation course |
started work experience which is sorted through tafe and after two weeks on the job i
gained an apprenticeship. This | believe was solely because tafe gave the experience
and confidence to get out and have a go. | plan on continuing my studies through tafe

to gain another trade as a fitter.

Tafe teaches you what you what to expect on the job.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...



| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€,being
unable to extend my studies will greatly impact on my ability to expand my knowledge
and Increase the chances of gaining further employment in a different field. It is my
strong opinion that tafe is the doorway for people to gain experience and gain

employment in their desired field.

Submitted by
Adam Tucker of Moranbah
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Melanie Ledgett, of Coomba Bay make the following statement on
the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a environmental consultant, in the postcode of 2428.

After doing a science degree | went to TAFE to do a bush regeneration certificate
which meant | had practical skills to go with my theory from uni. | had a job before |
finished the course. | returned to TAFE several years later as a part time TAFE teacher
in my field of bush regeneration, using my uni experience to back up my practical field
work. This hands on learning is extremely valuable and has allowed me to succeed in
my work as a bush regenerator and environmental consultant. A great combination of

practical and theory.
It provides an opportunity for hands on learning like no other institute.

| found it hard to gain employment when | finished uni as | didn't have any real practical



skills. After completing my tafe course | was far more employable!

I now live outside of Sydney, on the mid north coast, and am dissappointed that there
are no courses offered up here any more in my field. | would love to teach up here! |
think Tafe is extremely important in regional areas as there are less tertiary training

opportunities.

no, but I've not been looking!

Yes, less courses on offer. Even when | was a teacher, 10 years ago, there were
heaps of cuts to staffing, a casualisation of the teaching staff was overtaking. |

participated in many strikes at the time.

most of my experience is from several years ago ( see above answers)

Tafe is a very important training institute for all fileds. It should remain low cost to
students otherwise we will have even less skilled workers. It should not be up to the
private sector to have to train their staff at their cost. It is already hard enough to
employ staff when you are a small business, which is where alot of apprentices and

practical workers such as landscapers and hairdressers, start out.

Submitted by
Melanie Ledgett of Coomba Bay
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, mike harris, of buccan make the following statement on the basis of
my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a teacher, in the postcode of 4114.

| attended TAFE at age 19 or so. This helped me to get into Teachin upon leaving the
Army in 1976.
I have taught at many TAFE colleges in QLD and now | am teaching Apprentices in a

Trade Training centre
It teaches people who are at their maximum learning potential (18 to 25Years)

I left school in year 9 but now | have post grad qualifications

TAFE taught me how to learn, and my subsequent hard work hard work at 4
universities gave me knowledge and skills.

Had I not been able to go to TAFE then | am sure that | would be in a completely

different circumstance today



| taught at an Aboriginal community in Far North Qld and taught Maths at Cairns TAFE.
There were many nights that | drove students to and from TAFE. It was the only

chance that some of these young adults ever had at post compusory education

very much so. | had a student asking for RPL in communication because he had

passed at a local trade run college. (the poor kid could not even write his name!)

Yip... It's almost closed down

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€}l have
taught hundreds of TAFE students over many years. The pride in achievement
displayed by those who worked hard needs to be discussed. You see they came out of
the TAFE system more confident, skillful, knowledgeable and so on. Surely this
translates into better Australians, better workers, better neighbors, better parents and
on and on.

In a civilised country with extremely high taxes. | think that | could expect a tertiary
education system that caters for those who, for whatever reason, could not attend a

university.

| am most happy to sit and talk about this to anyone who will listen

cheers

Mike

Submitted by

mike harris of buccan
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Caroline Deane, of Carrara make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a teacher, in the postcode of 4211.

| am a TAFE teacher and have been for 14 years. It is a fantastic environment of multi
studies where students from every demographic and nationality mingle and learn not
only from their teachers but also from their peers. It is accessible and friendly and huge

source of knowledge.
It is practical, hands on and the teachers are very experienced in their field.
The AMEP and LLNP programs are vital to settling refugees and migrants. These are

supportive, nurturing courses with teachers who have specialist understanding of what

people from foreign countries need to learn to settle and be employed in Australia.



Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...

Underqualified and inexperienced teachers are employed by private colleges because

their salaries are lower.

Yes, teachers now have to devote more and more hours to tasks formerly done by

administration, this takes away from their preparation and teaching time.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€]

Submitted by

Caroline Deane of Carrara
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, vivienne edwards, of carine make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a SLEEP SCIENTIST/RN, in the postcode of 6020.

My daughter has TAFE qualifications which were arranged and paid, for by the
establishments she worked for - SGIO & PERTH DENTAL UWA.

It has helped her enormously,now gone onto further studies at Curtin University.

See above.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...

| imagine TAFES in country areas should be given extra funding as people living in

regional W.A. go without so much already.



I work in a major hospital and any of the privatised areas such as cleaning, food etc., is

well below acceptable standards.

In my situation,longer waiting lists for patients, less education for staff,cheaper
products for patient care which takes staff longer to access and use, then much of it is
hopeless thus costing more than the original better products,you name it - cheaper

means less value.

At the Dental Hospital less paid students(dental assisting) if any are allowed,previously

before Barnett Government about five students admitted about two yearly.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€; itis

vital to ensure a proper regulated education is available to all those who need it.

Submitted by
vivienne edwards of carine
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Mary Lou Simpson, of Chelmer make the following statement on
the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

| helped establish the Adult Tertiary Preparation course at Southbank TAFE, Brisbane.
This course was designed to help people who did not finish high school, but who
wanted to do so later. My 14 years as teacher and co-ordinator showed me how
invaluable this course was to help people improve their education and their lives. It
proved to me that not everyone is ready for education in their teens. Despite having to
continually fight for our existence, we helped hundreds of people re-direct their lives for
the better. TAFE is indispensible. It is an unwise government that does not provide
these 2nd chance opportunities for people whose education has been curtailed by

health, family difficulties, pregnancy, drugs, or just choice. Please support TAFE.

Submitted by
Mary Lou Simpson of Chelmer
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Merv Mahon, of CARDIFF HEIGHTS NSW make the following
statement on the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except
where otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a , in the postcode of 2285.

Tafe was invaluable to me as | studied for my trade qualifications.

Too many skills are being lost because our trade related industries are closing down
and the skilled work is being carried out overseas. Somehow we have to maintain the
skills during this period of demand for relatively unskilled workers in the hope that one
day Australia will become a nagtion where our skills cagn produce our prosperity once

again.

My unskilled parents survived by sheer hard but not very rewarding labour, University

was out of the question for me. Tafe gave me the opportunity to secure those higher



education qualifications and to earn a respectable living for my own family.

Cutting the funding for Tafe would be a disastrous act and would be the action of a
person or group that was totally unaware of the value of this unique institution.
Immigrants to Australia from far richer countries than ours have remarked, "We have

nothing like Tafe at home."

No

Too old to notice these things

unknown

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because Australia

needs to maintain its level of skills as we did in the past instead of being a workforce

that is suitable for manual labour only.

Submitted by

Merv Mahon of CARDIFF HEIGHTS NSW
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Rae Litting, of Beecroft make the following statement on the basis
of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

I have recently completed the Certificates Il and 1V in Conservation and Land Care at
Ryde TAFE. | undertook these courses after being made redundant from a public

service job. | am currently working as a bush regenerator.

Having previously completed a degree and two post graduate diplomas | thought that a
certificate course at TAFE would be easy. | was wrong. The standard was high, and
class mates who had previously studied at university were having to retake tests! A
student with higher qualifications remarked that only at TAFE did he finally learn

something useful.

Skimping on practical education, and then having to bring in guest workers to provide

needed skills, will not make us the Clever Country.



Submitted by
Rae Litting of Beecroft
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Anthony Dwyer, of Marrickville make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Manager, in the postcode of 2204.

When | was about 40 | desperately needed a change of direction and decided to study
graphic design. Uni was too expensive and would have taken too long so | studied at
Enmore Design Centre. TAFE gives you the hands on training that Uni does not. It
made me ready for the workforce after a mere 2 years of study. About 2 years after
finishing at TAFE | was in a full time position and | am now (15 years later) a manager

at that same workplace earning over $100k a year. This is what TAFE did for me.

TAFE is a hands-on training program that produces work-ready graduates. It may not
have the "prestige" of University but it produces well qualified, work-ready graduates.
In my current position | regularly hire new staff and they almost invariably come from

the TAFE system (especially Hornsby TAFE) because they are highly trained and



ready to start without any further training. | have also hired some uni graduates and in
general they do not have anywhere near the work-readiness that the TAFE graduates
do.

I was in my late 30s and was working as a barman and had no real qualifications and
no future. TAFE gave me a second chance and | now have a great job earning over
$100k a year. If not for TAFE and a tiny bit of luck | would still probably be on less than
$40k.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because it
produces work-ready graduates in a short space of time. It gave me a second chance
at a decent career and without it my life would be substantially poorer than it is now. |

owe everything | have to my decision to study at TAFE.

Submitted by
Anthony Dwyer of Marrickville
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, tony ameneiro, of Mittagong make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a artist, in the postcode of 2575.

| was an art teacher at TAFE until the introduction of funding cuts to fine arts courses in
NSW TAFEs this year. Had worked continuously for TAFE as a PT casual since 1998,
until this year. Have also had to resign to claim my accrued long service leave.

Have not received a letter of any description to acknowledge my years of service etc
etc.

The whole funding cut has been a fiasco, poorly organised, badly handled and dreadful

for future generations wanting to study at tertiary levels outside of university.
It offers the necessary level of tertiary education outside of university training.

When | wanted to return to the arts the TAFE system provided me with the low cost,



short term course that | could manage both financially and time-wise

This has already happened to courses in the southern highlands area of the lllawarra
TAFE system.

ironically there are no accredited private art colleges to compete with what TAFE offers

in the way of fine art courses.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because our future
generations rely on a well balanced and diverse range of options for education, TAFE

used to provide the affordable alternative whilst maintaining quality.

Submitted by
tony ameneiro of Mittagong
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Naomi Frampton, of Tarragindi make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Community support worker, in the postcode of 4121.

For the last 10 years | have worked with people from Non-English Speaking
Backgrounds - mainly from refugee backgrounds - who accessed our Community
Literacy and Homework Assistance programs. Tafe provided an important pathway to
entry level work opportunities for many of these people and I referred at least 100
people to different Tafe courses over that time, Aged Care, Child Care, Language
Literacy Numeracy, Accounting and other Certificates were available on accessible
campuses with a range of other student supports in place that smaller RTOs are not
able to provide. Many of those people have gone on to work and a significant
proportion used the Tafe pathway as their starting point for progressing to further
education - particularly nursing as it allowed them to undertake their education at a

manageable pace given the low education starting point they were starting from. They



are now supporting families and contributing to the economy through their taxes and

other spending rather than remaining reliant on welfare.

Tafe is a vital pathway to education for adults of all age. Many people experience
interrupted secondary education for a wide range of reasons and Tafe allows them to
re-engage with education at a different pace and level to university education. It allows
people to take up a diversity of subjects including trade oriented subjects and to do that
in conjunction with work and other commitments if necessary and access resources
such as Tafe libraries that smaller RTOs are not able to provide. It has shown the
capacity to adapt to changing needs such as engagement with on-line learning but also
recognises the need for many people to participate in face-to-face engagement with
lecturers and other students to network and learn effectively. People need to undertake
education at all levels of entry and Tafe remains an important element in the diversity

of educational opportunity available.

My friend A. arrived from Sudan in about 2002. He had been to school only for a
couple of years of primary education. He spoke very little English and attended
community English classes initially then progressed to Tafe where he progressed
through the Language, Literacy Numeracy program from levels 1-3. He then enrolled in
a Certificate 3 in Aged Care and managed to get some work in a local nursing home as
a result of the work experience component of the course. Through this time he was
supporting a family of 5 children. He completed the certificate, went on to do a diploma
through the local Tafe while continuing to work and has since enrolled in nursing at
University. Now, 10 years after first starting Tafe, he is working as an enrolled nurse
and continuing his education to become a registered nurse. His commitment to his own
education clearly has an impact on the attitude to education shown by his children who

are also considering university education. Tafe has been an extremely important part



of the education journey for A and his family.

As Coordinator of Community English classes where volunteer tutors worked with
NESB students we had many requests for help from students studying a range of
certificate and diploma courses. In recent years a growing proportion of these have
been through private training organisations. These vary markedly in standard with
some very poorly developed courses with assessment tasks that | have seen several
highly educated tutors scratching their heads over. It is also quite difficult to get
feedback and to speak directly to tutors who are familiar with the course as staff
turnover in some of these RTOs can be very high. Job advertisements in the VET area
show that there is a strong emphasis on recruiting staff who can develop courses that
can be delivered on-line and developed under strong time pressures, rather than
focusing primarily on the needs of employers and students to develop courses of good

quality.

My local Tafe is about to close. It started a few years ago with the closure of the trade
workshop and now the whole campus is to be closed and the land earmarked for
housing development by private developers. | am in personal contact with at least half
a dozen former Tafe employees who are unable to get work in their own fields and are
taking up work at a lower skill level than they have been trained for. This clearly has a
negative impact on lower-skilled workers who are increasingly shut out of opportunities

that would have been entry level jobs for them even a year ago.

The lack of study support is a much-discussed issue for NESB students that | work
with. The increased focus on on-line learning is manageable for some students but
clearly shuts out people with literacy/numeracy issues, effectively reducing their
chances of finding a supported pathway into training and into the workforce. This

leaves those people reliant on welfare and often falling into deeper poverty as



unemployment becomes their life condition.
I

it is an important pathway to upskilling and further education for a significant section of
the community who have had varied primary and secondary education for a wide range
of reasons. A privatised and poorly regulated VET sector will not adequately equip
people with the skills that industry and other employers need workers to have. The
cheapest education is not the best and buying a qualification for the lowest price, as

people tend to do in a market-based system, will not benefit Australia in the long-term.

Submitted by
Naomi Frampton of Tarragindi
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Matthew Hirst, of Sylvania make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Mechanical Fitter, in the postcode of 2224.

Hi,

| have done a Toolmaking apprenticeship at Ultimo,an Aircraft Mechanical
apprenticeship at Padstow Tafe, a Diploma of Marketing at Gymea Tafe, A certiv in
Business Management at Gymea Tafe and numerous subjects completed in an
Associate Diploma of Industrial Engineering at St.George Tafe.

It should come as no surprise that doing these courses at Tafe have enabled me to go
from a career in engineering to a career in sales an opened up a vast array of doors to
me in the job market.

Not only does going to Tafe increase your job opportunities but it also helps you grow
into a more mature and responsible person and member of the community with

something positive to to give back.



Tafe may be the only opportunity some people are given to increase their
employement opportunities in a different career if you are unable to get the practical

experience required.

As i no longer go to Tafe | havent been able to assess the impact of the budget cuts for
myself, however during my time at Tafe it isnt hard to see when even then how much
Tafe would benefit from an injection of money that could go to better in class resources

or even building maintenance for that matter.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because they
themselves should be well educated and be able to see first hand the impact that
funding has on such a crucial resourse as education. Everyone should have the right
and be encouraged to undertake further courses and studies throughout their lives to
be able to make a contribution to their workplace and communities which enhances our
abilities to obtain a better quality of life for all.

I know people who some would label stupid or dumb, but who are actually intelligent
people who just lack a good education and are ignorant in areas.

Please dont deny people the right to better themselves by further education as society
as a whole will be the losers and anyone with any reasonable education who takes the

time to read this will know its truth.

Submitted by
Matthew Hirst of Sylvania
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Teresa Briggs, of Riverton make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Retired, in the postcode of 6148.

When | came to Australia | decided | would like to work in a new area, so | enrolled in
TAFE & got a diploma in Social,Services whic got me a new job in that area where |
worked for 22 years & loved it, | kept doing courses through TAFE which helped in my
community. My daughter who finished school & wanted to have a career in the Arts
field took a marvellous course covering all aspects of art, shed then decided to go,to
Unim& take another arts course & she told the family that the courses taken at TAFE
were far superior to those at Uni. We live in Perth. my daughter then went to Sth
Australia & enrolled in TAFE for another course in the arts & now works for fringe
Festivals all over the world as well as the Adelaide Festival all thanks to the wonderful
TAFE courses she took. Our Family really appreciate TAFE & would not like to see

funds cut to it, it is such a valuable asset.



From my stories above, plus | have seen young people who could not settle down at
school & could not go to Uni however, having attended TAFE got a good education

through the TAFE system & had more choices in their life.

I have told you my story & my daughters and their e are so many other people that |
know have had wonderful opportunities in life that they would not have had otherwise if

it were not form TAFE

No

Yes, | think we should not have these private colleges, just stick with TAFE, it is a
waste of valuable resources funding these private colleges, put the money into TAFE

instead

Less course available at the various colleges, less resources available for the already
good courses running, low morale in both teachers & students, frustrated with al of the

above

As above

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€ithe

young people who do not wish to go,to,Uni & would like to be well educated in a trade

or other things do very well when they attend the wonderful TAFE system, long may it



last for our future young people.

Submitted by
Teresa Briggs of Riverton
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Judy Simpson, of Meadowvale make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Registered Nurse, in the postcode of 4670.

There have been many people that | have been involved with that TAFE has played a
very significant role in their lives,by offering the opportunity to gain a formal
qualification and upgrade their skills.

| have been preceptor and mentor for Cert 111 aged care students and also for people
doing their Endorsed Enrolled Nursing courses.TAFE is very important and often is the
only viable option financially to offer these people an opportunity to improve their

qualifications and pursue further knowledge gain lifelong careers.

As above,they start off maybe doing a Cert 111 qualification whether it be in Aged care
or Disability services and the other Trades and they soon realise that their are

opportunities for further study and to gain higher qualifications.Some get an opportunity



later in life which they only dreamed of in their younger years,which is something that
TAFE is able to deliver and encourage,they don't have to leave the local area,or move
away from family and friends to gain a qualification and often stay in the regional area

where they are needed.

As above again,in that maybe they did not have the educational requirements to
satisfy enrolment criteria ,however mature aged students from TAFE usually know
what they want to pursue and have a genuine passion and often make the most of the

opportunity because they missed out when they were younger.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...you can gain a trade
/qualification whilst still living at home or in the local area ,having the support of family
and friends and not having the added expense of having to move somewhere else and

pay high rent and everything else associated with living away from home.

Yes,

especially in regards to Nursing courses ,often the support is NOT there for the
students they are inadequately prepared for their transition into the aged care
workforce,they are given a look through rose coloured glasses type ideal,and get a
rude shock when they do start work,as they have not had adequate work placements

during training to prepare them for the real work place.

Not as yet,but I'm sure it will come.

From reading the offered curriculum, | believe their have been cuts.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€and as

per all the points listed previously.



And to give everyone equal opportunity to gain a trade/career qualification and enable
career advancement.

Submitted by
Judy Simpson of Meadowvale
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Euthymia Sephton, of Ivanhoe make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a retired teacher, in the postcode of 3079.

I initially left school at 16 years of age (old Intermediate standard) and | found in my
early 20s TAFE provided me the opportunity to do some further studies which led to
me going on to University in my 30s. After graduating from University as a secondary
teacher | actually got employment in the TAFE system and worked within the system
for 15 years. Apart from benefiting those students unable to go on to academic studies
at University, TAFE offered mature age students a stepping stone to pursue further
study, giving them confidence in themselves and in many cases encouragement to

pursue even higher studies at University.

Provides a wide range of areas to cater for all individuals who don't wish to go on to

academic studies at University. Thus providing training that is valuable and sort for by



employers.

Yes mentioned that above - certainly helped me and others | have known as both

teacher and student.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...

Yes definitely! | took early retirement 8 years ago and | certainly noticed then the start
of private colleges opening up offering similar Certificates to what we were teaching
but in a much shorter period of time. Basically an introductory course rather than
giving time for students to practise what they were learning and able to become

competent in their tasks.

Department | was working in has been scrapped, courses have been cut, Campuses

offering minimum choice of courses - meaning students have to travel further.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€|it has
been and does play a vital role in offering opportunities for young as well as mature
age people to take up further study. The recent increase in TAFE fees also makes it

difficult now for individuals on low income to take up opportunities for study.

Submitted by
Euthymia Sephton of lvanhoe
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, , of Sunshine make the following statement on the basis of my
personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a Project manager, in the postcode of 3121.

When | was a youth worker, I liaised closely with the local TAFE to develop courses
that were interesting and resulted in job placements in a rural area. TAFE is a bridge

between skill development and employment choices.

TAFE is a bridge between skill development and employment choices.

TAFE provides opportunity to educate students in a cost effective environment
TAFE provides practical skill development

TAFE has experienced teachers/educators

TAFE provides linkages between education and employment
TAFE=EDUCATION=JOBS

It wasn't the second chance, it was the only real opportunity. If u live in a regional/rural



area, TAFE is often the only real affordable option for further education. You
reduce/remove this option will result in a heavier reliance upon government income
payments. | think any economist would argue that you would get more outcomes from

TAFE than that of Newstart?

| don't live there now, but | would argue that TAFE is integral to the rural/regional fabric
of the area and surrounds. TAFE created conversations between local employers and
educators. Looked at what local students and potential students were interested in.

TAFE had their finger on the pulse. Universities said "where's that?"

Yes. It has been shown that many RTOs are cutting corners and cannot demonstrate
that students have met learning outcomes... I'm assuming this is because many RTOs
are profit driven. | don't have any direct or first hand examples, only that reported in the

media

Job loss of teachers
Reduced partnerships

Less employment opportunities for students

Potential students less likely to choose TAFE as an education option

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is appropriately funded.
TAFE = options = education = independence = reduced reliance on government
TAFE = choice = future

NO TAFE = stay where you are = no choice = reliance upon others

Submitted by

of Sunshine



Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Martin Whelan, of Bathurst make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a TAFE teacher, in the postcode of 2795.

| teach many apprentices who come in at 16 years of age, straight from school. | also
have others who are starting a career later in life making the jump from unskilled
labouring where they have moved from job to job due to low pay or being cast aside
due to low skill levels. Our oldest current apprentice is a 59 year old japanese
gentlemen who is in stage 2. It is amazing to see the development of all these

apprentices as they grow and learn their trade.

Our section teaches the fitting & machining trade to apprentices in central west NSW.
We service manufacturing, engineering and mining related businesses from Bathurst,

Cowra, Parkes, Forbes, Molong, Dubbo, and Cobar.



I have seen hundreds of young people do a trade and become a valuable member of
their community. | have seen dozens of our apprentices start their own businesses,
based on their trade skills. | have also seen a few apprentices who never finished their

trade, pursued other methods of earning and as a result went to gaol.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means that young people can enter
the workforce and receive training that gives them employment skills. TAFE plays a
valuable role in helping these young people to develop good habits in relation to OH&S
by raising their awareness of hazards at a stage of their lives when they are

vulnerable, naive and keen to impress.

Private providers have so far cherry picked the courses they have targeted for delivery.
High cost specialist areas such as the metal trades have not seen the competition that
others areas such as business and IT have experienced. The competetive environment
is causing providers to shorten courses, reduce face to face delivery hours and focus
on assessment rather than teaching/learning. This can only lead to a lowering of skill
levels and a reduction in the quality of course delivery. Over the past three years we

have been continually encouraged to get into the race to the bottom.

Recently TAFE enrolement fees have seen significant increases.This year our
materials fee more than doubled. 2012 materials cost was $240, 2013 saw this rise to
$480. Many apprentices are required to carry this cost themselves. | see this as
placing a tariff on our students to try to fix our budget shortfall. Class support hours
have been cut so we now have no time allocated to clean our workshop, prepare

material and service and repair tooling.

We are falling behind because our equipment is outdated. We can't even maintain

what we have, never mind thinking of updating to the current industry standard.



| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because we are
already stretched to the limit. Morale is low and we are in fear of losing many of our
teaching staff. A tradeperson in the mining industry is earning in excess of $100000.
Many of our third year apprentices are earning more than their teachers. Our regional
students are travelling 450 kms each way to attend TAFE due to the closure of regional
TAFE sections. Each month our head teacher comes back from the faculty
management group meeting to tell us we are over budget. We are only delivering what
we have forecast as our progam. We are all working hard and we are getting sick of
not being able to; buy material, being asked by our students why they only get one
attempt at many tasks, when they are supposed to be practicing skills. Or worse when
they laugh at the equipment we are using, because they see it as antique. TAFE NSW
are using too many casual staff to teach classes, because they are not replacing
teachers as they leave. Our curriculum centres have been closed down, and the
number of permanent teaching staff is declining due to retiring staff not being replaced.
When the MEMOS training package was released their were no resources to support it.
We have been on a downward spiral for the past ten years and we desperately need to
address some of these issues or we will not be able to provide skilled workers to meet
the needs of the mining boom and the NSW agricultural sector. We (TAFE NSW) are
supposed to be the premier VET provider the major player ready to address the skills

shortage. Well fund us that way!

Submitted by
Martin Whelan of Bathurst
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Robynne Burchell, of Mila make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a I'm not employed, in the postcode of 2632.

My son is a chef. He has a trade qualification that he acquired through TAFE. Without
TAFE he would not have had the opportunity to study to gain his qualification. He
trained at William Anglis and was given a strong understanding of every aspect of the
job of chef, including all aspects of costing,accounting and every other task that you
need to understand to eventually become a person who would be competent to run a

business.

His TAFE training was far superior to any other commercial trainer, who simply

teaches you how to cook?

In everyway TAFE is an essential trainer of the skills that are not available at Uni. Tafe



trains the carers of the elderly,gives skills to help people to return to work, trains those
who see a need for a different skill in their community and most importantly helps to

connect community through participation.

And if you are lucky you don't have to leave home to gain the training you need
through TAFE

I'm hoping to do a course in aged care next year and if | am successful that will indeed
change my life. | have been unemployed for many years and | hope that if | complete

this course | may gain employment and therefore some self-respect.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...that as | said in the previous
answer if | cannot attend TAFE | will not be able to receive the training | want to enable

me to get a job.

I have heard about these places, but as I live in the bush they do not appear to have

set up shop in my region yet. But no doubt if TAFE is gutted they will move on in

I honestly can't comment on this although | am sure that it has happened.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€|in
country areas we need to be able to attend training. We cant all go to University and
lots of us don't want to. We want to be trained in the areas where there are skill

shortages so that we can be productive members of our local communities.

| thought that was why we had TAFE, so that we could get the training we and the
community require to fill the jobs with skilled people and that would be a benefit to

everyone.



Submitted by
Robynne Burchell of Mila
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, chris oakley, of sunshine beach make the following statement on
the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a teacher aide, in the postcode of 4567.

i graduated from an academic high school with science and maths. |then went to a
tafe (pre tafe days) where i learned skills in commerce (shorthand and typing) and

worked for many years as a legal secretary and court reporter.

After that i chose to have my family. After giving birth to 3 children i volunteered at the
local school. By this stage i had moved from the capital city of brisbane to the
sunshine coast. There were very few jobs available for legal secretaries and court

reporters in noosa so i obtained a job as a teacher aide at the local school.

Eventually i obtained formal qualifications in Certificate Il in Education Support at

TAFE, to enhance my attributes as a Teacher Aide.



This job ( and the qualifications i obtained at TAFE) enabled me to stay in this location
(noosa) and work and support my children as a single mother. Otherwise | might have

lived on the single mothers pension for a long time.

My daughter, at the age of 26, has returned to TAFE this year to complete a course in
essay and assignment writing and skills for referencing, to enable her to improve her

chances when she resumes an offer into Bachelor of Education she received last year.

If this course was not available for her she would be on the back foot when start her
degree next year. it will give her assignment writing skills and also help prepare her

mindset and give her confidence with she starts her course next year.

it offers courses for people who do not want to go to university and enables them to
gain skills to enter the workforce and start a job which they would be unable to do

before undertaking the course of study at TAFE.

my daughter left school after year 12 and carried on her professional surfing job till she
was 21. then she entered the workforce in retail and did a couple of TAFE courses in
administration and marketing. this helped her become manager of 3 shops owned by a

company who employed her as a retail assistant.
my son did an op for year 12. he got into accountancy at uni and hated it. he
undertook a tafe course in travel agents work, but after completing it, did not want to

work in front of a computer all day.;

he then did a certificate at TAFE in outdoor recreation and worked for novotel twin



waters resort for about 3 years. realising that he would not be able to support a family
on this wage, he undertook an apprenticeship and TAFE course, with Energex and
became a linesman with them. he loves the outside work, earns a great wage and will

be able to support a family when he eventually has one.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means that there are options out
there for our children to extend their education and maximise the options to obtain
better paying jobs and stay in this area. the courses offered in the tafe in our area

focus on giving the students skills for jobs which are needed in a tourism based town.

no because we live in a tourist town on the coast. i think these colleges only operate in

capital cities or large regional towns.

no, because i'm 60 and i'm not involved in tafe life and my children have their

gualifications and are established in their careers

see '7' above

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded
becausea€,....otherwise you will have a huge increase in unemployable teenagers with
no qualifications living on the dole - a huge loss to that generation and future

generations of our children.

Submitted by
chris oakley of sunshine beach
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

I, p john murphy, of figtree make the following statement on the basis
of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Teacher, in the postcode of 2525.

| did a trade at TAFE .Became a teacher in 1990 and decided to give back to the trade
| loved . Now we are being pushed to deliver a inferior trade Qualification Which will
take us from the strongest to one of the weakest in the world .

Smart will be the past tence if we continue down the path we are traveling

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becauseéa€]



Submitted by
p john murphy of figtree
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Carolyn Busfield, of Holsworthy make the following statement on
the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a Teacher, in the postcode of 2173.

| have been educated in the public system in Australia through high school and entered
Uni straight from Year 12. My father was a TAFE teacher for more than 25 years.
After 18 years in industry | decided to become a TAFE teacher because | wanted to
help others achieve their dreams. Through my teenage years, | saw the difference my
father made to kids who were simply not cut out for high school. My brother was one
of them, and now so is my nephew. They were boys that failed in year 10. Were
treated as though they were dumb, and told they had no real future. Each of them
simply didna€™t learn in a school environment. Once they got to TAFE, with the
wonderful teaching and hand on practical knowledge, they flourished. Due to the
smaller class sizes, my father was able to help a lot of these boys achieve and

succeed, where others had simply pushed them to one side. My brother now has his



own engineering business and my nephew is halfway through his apprentice and is

doing brilliantly.

TAFE is an important place for many Australians. Governments are often stating they
wish to get people into the work force and to be positive participants in our
communities and society. TAFE is the starting point for these people. It allows
immigrants the opportunity to learn our language and about our society and then to get
skills they can really use in the real world to get jobs. It offers those with a weaker
educational background to improve themselves and achieve something they never
thought they could, a qualification. It allows those without the confidence or money to
access a quality education with teachers that are TEACHERS, not facilitators, not
trainers, but teachers that truly care about their students and the students outcome, not
how much money they are worth to the business. TAFE in interested in giving
students skills they can use, that industry want, not just ticking some boxes on
competency lists. | have seen a certificate 4 graduate greeted by her children with
flowers and a dinner invitation as though she had just graduated her Masters. They
had flown up from Melbourne for the evening. Her graduation was that special to
them. | have one student who said to me "l am so proud of myself. Not only can |
spell balance and reconciliation now, but | can actually do one too!a€. If, like me, you
have been educated in Australia with no issues, it is almost impossible to understand
the value of what TAFE offers until you see these students and the pride they feel
when they graduate. | will challenge you. Come to a TAFE graduation and talk to

TAFE students. You will never look at education in the same light again.

The current TAFE system seems to be eroding under my feet. Currently, we are

teaching classes for 35 to 40 students to meet our targets. If a class does not have 26



students a€* it will be cancelled. We had a part time class with 17 students cancelled
due to lack of funds. A year ago this would have run. Thata€™s 17 people who will
not be able to advance in their field. If they cana€™t advance, then the entry level
positions do not become available for the next people with little or no experience or
qualifications to get a toe on the working ladder. Added to this, we are teaching in
completely unair-conditioned rooms that can reach over 35 on a summera€™s day
and require jackets, gloves and scarves in winter. There is also a total lack of
technology (1 projector in 4 rooms that we use, no smart boards) and policies that defy
imagination. Becoming a modern teacher is a real struggle. For example, we are
continually asked to use technology, build on-line tools and resources and to do more
and more, but policy is that there is only 1 computer between 2 teachers. As we often
teach at the same time, we often all need the computers at the same time. It beggars
belief. Does any other business insist on one computer between 2 staff? Refuse to
install technology that may be worth $5,000 that can service literally hundreds of

students a week?

Submitted by
Carolyn Busfield of Holsworthy
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
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Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, pauline Barker, of Gymea Bay make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Payroll/HR Coordinator, in the postcode of 2229.

| studied at TAFE and gained a diploma in Human Resource Mgt. You learn practical
skills whilst working and it is affordable. TAFE is recognised across many industries.
Lots of students who study at TAFE for a trade or traineeship gain practical affordable
skills to pursue a career in their chosen field and if they are successful in completing
their studies then they can progress to a Uni course and gain a degree if they want to.
My son is currently doing a TAFE Course as part of his HSC. Great way to learn and

study in a field of interest whilst gaining a qualification.

TAFE is able to reach practical skills to studies from all sources and ages to apply to
the workforce. The teacher at TAFE have come from the workforce and apply their

skills and knowledge. Unlike uni TAFE teaching is industry based with practical



knowledge. Trade skills are taught from tradespeople etc. Teaching a an apprentice
requires practicle skills. Teaching a person in Admin also requires practical skills.
Only when a person who wishes to further their knowledge and increase their

qualifications does a University offer further assistance.

TAFE offers course to women who have been out of the workforce due to raising a
family. These course allow them to gain skills to reenter the workforce. Where skills
lack TAFE offers short courses to assist people to gain these skills to reenter or move

on through the workforce.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...

Yes. Lots of private colleges have tried to encourage people to study with them

offering increased fees with less quality learning.

Cut backs on certain courses which are no longer offered by TAFE.

inability to gain skills in an area of interest or skill ability. Have been unable to provide

the course therefore the job prospects have been eliminated or reduced.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because there are
many people who would like to gain skills to fullfill their careers. If you would like
Australian employee to be skilled then you need to offer the course for them to gain
their Certificate, Diplomas etc. TAFE is a means of gaining skills, knowledge and a

gualification.

Submitted by

pauline Barker of Gymea Bay



Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Tom McWilliam, of North Harcourt make the following statement on
the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a TAFE teacher, in the postcode of 3453.

I work in TAFE and absolutely abhor the changes to TAFE done by the past Vic govt.,

and of course the present State gov'ts' destruction of TAFE is a cause for concern.

Well, it used to. The present government cuts make it problematical whether any

skills can be developed at all.

TAFE has given people a second chance since | have been teaching there - 1974.

The Victorian government cuts have effectively stopped this.

I live in Bendigo, whose TAFE is under threat...



Please...

we all know about them. All the 'legitimate’ ones, like CVGT, are just so dodgy... And
the "get a TAA for $500 in one weekend" nonsense has not been stopped. Come
ON...

140 jobs lost, many courses cut. Student fees tripled, all the nasty stuff of staff no

longer talking to /believing/ etc. each other

well, since Jacinta Allan's "reforms" in 2009, and the Coalition's enthusiastic embracing
of the Privatisation agenda, there has been a definite 'gutting' of TAFE. Daniel

Andrews' bullshit announcement last year definitely DID NOT help TAFE.

Listen, if you are an AEU committee, or any sort of ‘'union' organisation, get your act

together to actually do something about this, okay?

Submitted by
Tom McWilliam of North Harcourt
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
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Australia

|, Helen Rourke, of Chatswood make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Librarian, in the postcode of 2067.

| studied at tafe following the HSC, | wasn't prepared to commit to a further 3 years of
study at uni so decided tafe was the option for me.

| studied librarianship and have continued to work in the field, working continuously

apart from a few years off for babies.

Tafe is fantastic for those like me, unwilling or unable to take on a uni course.

| am appalled by the cuts to the art faculties. Art plays a huge role in our community,

and should be encouraged. It is not recognised widely enough as a profession, as an



outlet for recreation and expression.

Lack of teachers and courses available to those who want to study arts is unbelievable.

There are students who have unfinished courses due to the cutbacks.

There are many school leavers and mature age students who have benefitted from tafe
courses, even if they don't lead to a profession. The government should be supporting

all levels of education for all students.

Submitted by
Helen Rourke of Chatswood
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
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Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Leon teague, of Footscray make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a clown doctor, in the postcode of 3011.

| went to TAFE in 1983 at Prahran.

Did me a world of good and kept me out of (most) trouble.

It catches the people who do not fit into the school /uni stream or complete drop out.
| didnt finish HSC. Tafe was there to help me on.

I now have a Diploma of Perf Art at W>A>A>P>A Perth and a B.A with honours from
Melb UNi.

Without Tafe, | may never have made it on to the later two degrees.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...



N/A i live in Footscray

Dont Know

Yes

I know of course cuts and some teachers | know have had diminished resposibilities.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€; It

works for a section of the community that are otherwise forgotten, and that means ,

unskilled, unhappy and unproductive people.

Submitted by

Leon teague of Footscray
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary
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|, Carole Goldsmith, of Gardenvale make the following statement on
the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a Trainer / Journalist , in the postcode of Vic 3185.

| first studied at TAFE when it was free and | am astounded that the Julia Gillard,
introduced the removal of government funding at TAFE colleges for people with higher

gualifications, who wanted to re skill themselves.

At Universities, students may learn a lot of academic information that may be of little
use for their future - being taught by professors who have not worked in the industry for
many years.

At TAFE colleges, students learn real skills for their future careers and are taught by
people who are often still working in the industry, so they know the current rules,

regulations and work practices.



TAFE has helped me to RPL the global experience | have gained and transfer that into
real qualifications essential for my work as a TAFE trainer and international news

correspondent.

Being able to go to TAFE means.students from the country come to my training
courses at TAFE colleges in the city. This also means that by having TAFE colleges in
the country, | can take my courses to the country and help my students to build their

own global career skills.

Many of the poorly regulated colleges are providing substandard courses at reduced
rates. Their students are not getting the excellent training that they would get at TAFE

colleges.

Yes budget cuts have greatly affected the TAFE courses as the less government
money provided, the more students have to pay for their courses. The price of
education is become exorbitant, so the government needs to inject Billions of dollars

into educating and skilling our population.

There have been many cut backs in staff numbers in the TAFE system and | have

been paid the same rate for seven years.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because TAFEs
are providing real practical skills, education and training for the people of Australia.

Inject more money into the TAFE colleges and not the private providersa€;

Submitted by
Carole Goldsmith of Gardenvale
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary
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|, Simon Kay, of Cotswold Hills make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Technical Manager, in the postcode of 4350.

After high school, | was employed as a Trainee Metallurgist in the mid 80s in a
Queensland foundry. As part of my training, | studied Industrial Metallurgy externally
through QIld TAFE. | was one of only three in my year studying this in Queensland.
Since then, | have gained valuable experience in the foundry industry based on my

learning at TAFE.
In the mid-2000s, | was heavily involved in working with TAFE in Qld to regenerate
foundry training and to update the defunct metallurgy training. | am proud to have been

involved in small part in the creation of a new foundry training facility in Qld TAFE.

The casting industry is fundamental to the economy of Australia. If the training of our



future foundry workers, be they moulders, patternmakers or metallurgists, is cut short
by the demise or winding back of TAFE, this country will suffer enormously. We will no
longer have the abiltiy to make the castings that help us mine our resources, plough
our fields, harvest our crops, process our foods, transport and pump our water, our
cars will all be imported. Castings touch every aspect of our lives, though they are
rarely recognized or acknowledged. Take away the TAFE training and you take away

our self-reliance as a nation.

| am aware of the constant pressure put on TAFE to be a income-generating entity for
government. We have lost our way as a society if we see training people with vital
skills as being a money-making exercise rather than the opportunity to give our citizens

an opportunity to improve their lifestyle and contribute positively to our society.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because |
passionately believe that we will be a poorer society if we don't provide a quality
method of trade training. As a father and a grandfather, | need to see my children and

their children be given the same opportunities | have been given by my TAFE training.

Submitted by
Simon Kay of Cotswold Hills
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary
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|, Marilyn Shoobert, of Yarrawarrah make the following statement on
the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a teacher, in the postcode of 2233.

All 3 of my children have been to TAFE to do courses which have been vital to their
future careers. The two boys did electrical trades and my daughter did a visual
merchandisng course which gave her skills whch she later used in her jobs with an

environmental firma and a local council.

TAFE is a vital institution- it can not be replaced by private organisations. The
expertise of the teaching staff is second to none. My daughter-in-law went to a private
secretarial college which she believed was second rate compared to what she could

have learnt at TAFE and the promise of future employment was a furphy.

My son was able to finish high school to Year 12 level because of the course he was



able to do at the local TAFE.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because my
children would not be contributing to our society without the training they received at
our local TAFE. We could not afford the fees to put them through an inferior private

training institution. Private does not mean better.

Submitted by
Marilyn Shoobert of Yarrawarrah
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary
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|, David Holyoake, of Chetwynd make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a I'm on a DSP, in the postcode of 3312.

| was working as a fire tower operator for the Dept of Sustainability and Environment.
This was a summer position on a casual basis. | became ill with a chronic disease and
unable to return to working for DS&E as a fire tower operator. | went back to study
Visual Arts at Horsham T.A.F.E This was a fantastic experience. That led onto further
study. | know have an Honors Degree in Visual Arts with a major in Photography.

Hopefully moving onto Masters study this year.

| believe tafe is extremely important for skills development for employment and further
study. T.A.F.E not only developed my intellectual skills, helped build my confidence
and feel less isolated while suffering a chronic iliness. | think the Liberal govt approach

to tafe is flawed by cutting funding and sacking staff.



After leaving my job through iliness. | enrolled at my local tafe college. As young
person at Tech school art wasn't an option as a career path. Returning to study
through tafe was a fantastic breakthrough in my confidence and personal well being,
not forgetting the skills | picked up on the journey to becoming a professional visual

artist. This led into further study.

| live in a regional area in South West Victoria Tafe is the only option | still had to travel
over 100 kims to go to tafe. Horsham was the only tafe college offering visual arts.

Now that has gone to the wall since the lib govt pulled funding to tafe

| cant give examples however the media has been full of stories of dodgy private

colleges. | don't believe they are ever as good as a properly funded tafe system

Increase in fees affects the financially less well off like me I'm on a DSP, The reduction
of the visual arts course is a disgrace. it marginalizes rural students even further. One

thing | did see at tafe students would do their diploma of vis arts and move into further

study, work as independent artists, some students finished vis arts and moved into

other courses at tafe. tafe was a great

I've seen Horsham tafe's vis arts course reduced to one day a week terrible situation

for young arts students wanting to stay in the area to study.

Ive done several tafe course over the years | have them to be really good in the quality
of teaching, materials and facilities. The staff have always been supportive and very
helpful. The tafe system is a great community of people. Fund it properly don't privatize

it. Tafe is a great way to get educated. Private - public partnership's don't work.



Research in England has proved conclusively that these partnerships don't work for

the benefit of the public.

Submitted by
David Holyoake of Chetwynd
Friday 12th of April 2013
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|, Sarah Hugo, of Success make the following statement on the basis
of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a shop assistant, in the postcode of 6164.
I am currently hoping to further my education through Tafe only after | graduate high
school. My elder sister has achieved an Advanced diploma at Tafe, which has

influenced me to possibly do similar.

| believe that Tafe is the kind of environment that helps you to extend your education

and also at the same time develop useful workplace and social experience.

My sister again chose to not attend university though when she decided she wanted to

further her education Tafe was easily accessible.

| do not live in a regional area.



| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€]

Submitted by
Sarah Hugo of Success
Friday 12th of April 2013
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|, bruno perovic, of alexandra hills make the following statement on
the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a teacher, in the postcode of 4161.

left school during recession, joined army because there were no jobs. Worked in
factories, builders labourer. Then At 38 became an

an electrical apprentice. Tafe enabled me to upskill and change my life. | am very glad
to be a teacher ant Tafe to help others change thier lives.

In a very short time, working class people gain skills to get better jobs

as , above. An interest in electronics led me to an electrical apprenticeship. Great jobs,

security and mobility

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...



| have heard about private providers taking the easy options, low cost , tick & flic

leaving State Tafe to teacher the high cost, technical and low profit ie motor winding

lack of funds for equipment, poor staff traning

Tafe managers reducing student contact to 70 to 60 % of nominated hours for courses

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€ito keep

trades skills high for future economic booms. Train young or provide a path to up- skill

Submitted by
bruno perovic of alexandra hills
Friday 12th of April 2013
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|, Andrew Olsson, of Cobargo make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Seafarer, in the postcode of 2550.

It was the TAFE course | did back in 1991 thet gave me the opportunity to work as a
rigger / scaffolder in the BHP steel works in Port Kembla, myself and 350 other long
term unemployed lllawarra residents also completed TAFE accredited courses in the
fields of steel fixing, form work carpentry, rigging, dogging, scaffolding, and concret
placment and finishing, witch enabled the majority of participants to gain employment
on the concret gravity MODU West tuna and Bream B witch were constructed in the
inner harbour of Port Kembla and to this day are still in use. With out the training from
TAFE, many in the lllawarra would never have had the opportunity to work gainfully on

these projects.

TAFE courses are indispensable to a ever changing work inviroment, it can both teach



new skillets to mature workers and give the younger generation a grounding in the
skills nesasery to work in a large variety of jobs, and also enables the up skilling of new

technology so workers can competently use and operate them.

Personally | had to leave my childhood (18 to 30 ) year occupation because of family
commitments, (I was a seafarer) so | retrained through TAFE so as gain employment in
heavy industry and be home regularly to help coordinate the care nesasery for my
family.with out the availability of the courses through TAFE | unfortunately would have
been unable to keep my family both medically cared for and housed close to that care
as | would not have been able to gain employment in my erea with out the skills | learnt
at TAFE.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...that the courses made
available to me to gain the opportunities | needed for work is also available to kids/

adults in the regional ereas as well.And so it should be.

| returned to the maritime industry when my family grew up and the need for me to be
at home diminished and when | had to do an industry course (STCW95) | applied to
the cheapest operator wich apon starting the course (5 day) learnt thet thay couldn't
complete the whole 4 component's of the course and that | would have to return in the
new year to finish the course.this was to a very large extra financial burden apon

myself.

| have needed to enquire as to the availability of several courses through TAFE in my
local erea and been amazed to learn that thay were not available locally and any
person wishing to do them would need to travel some 4 hrs by car to complet them,

this is a disgrace for a supposed lucky country.



If the courses are not available locally then how can local people do them, and I'm

talking here regional places like the Bega valley.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded with a view to
smaller classes and better collective aggrements for the teachers because remote
erea's have a thriving youth with desires to work hard and as safely as possable in
industry's not so prevalent in there communities, the youth of today are keen to travel
to places where employment is sought on a wage that can fulfill dreams and
aspirations of a forward thinking youth, the technologies of Solar Power, wind
generation and clean green environmentally friendly sources of energy are somewhat
lacking in all countries ESPECILLY our own and it's my beliefs that if courses such as
theses were offered at learning institutions such as TAFE then many young people and
indeed the workers in the old fossil fuel industry's would benefit and thereby the whole
country and indeed the world. This is the erea we should be expanding in public
interest not cutting and allowing the private sector to manage in there interest and

therefore the interest of the old technologies of fossil fuel.

Submitted by
Andrew Olsson of Cobargo
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Angela Stringer, of Traralgon make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Primary School Teacher, in the postcode of 3844.

| have been a teacher for over 20 years and have seen many of my students lives
changed by the opportunities provided by our local TAFE. Many of the kids in our
region have little or no family support to continue their education or even complete
secondary school. The chance to complete a VET course with the support of the TAFE
system, learn a trade, compete a hands-on course, etc is all that the kids with limited

opportunity ask for. As a teacher | know what this means to them!

TAFE in our area provides access to training that no other provider is prepared to
provide. Courses that are not profitable have been provided by TAFE, trades that are
needed in our area have been supported by TAFE. Without these courses, the youth in

our area have little option but to rely on the dole.The future of our region will suffer as a



result of an underskilled workforce and higher unemployment rates.

Many in our region, particularly women, have difficulty returning to or entering the
workforce after raising their families. They rely on local providers, especially TAFE, to
provide courses that help them enter the workforce with the required skills &

confidence.

Living in a regional area means that access to training is costly and that travel times &
distance make it almost out of reach for many. The trip to & from Melbourne to
complete study is costly & time consuming for young people and impossible for those
with family commitments after normal hours. The recent cuts to courses at our local
TAFE campuses have meant that many people | know have had their courses either
stopped before they have completed them or the face to face hours that the course
provides (but not the cost) cut. If these cuts continue or are not reversed, the likelihood
of our TAFE locally surviving is low. | fear for the students in our area & the future of

our region if this happens!

Many local industries, both industrial & commercial now prefer to send their trainees
out of the area to Melbourne or in some cases interstate to obtain training and
gualifications now that the private providers have taken over courses in their fields. The
TAFE college locally has had to stop providing many courses due to funding costs &
the local industry does not believe the private providers locally are providing adequate,
guality, safe teaching for our very industrial area.

Speak with Australian Paper about the quality of the training provided locally.

Locally, TAFE has cut courses, increased fees, closed campuses & annexes, sacked
staff, increased the uncertainty of tenure of staff, reduced face-to-face teaching time

and added 'home study', increased prac class sizes. These cuts have also impacted on



the opportunities available for secondary school students in VCAL & VET courses.

The State Govt's cuts have decimated the TAFE system in our area. The opportunity
for students in rural & regional areas has been significantly reduced and the result of

this will be seen for generations to come.

If we as a country value our children, our future, we need to invest in their education in
all areas. The TAFE system in Victoria has provided a service to both students and
employers for many years. It is essential that we offer opportunities for those students,
in particular those in our rural & regional areas, to attain the skills and knowledge
required to contribute valuably & productively to our society.

| am passionate about the students | teach, their future, their self-esteem.... | can see
them now being left to ponder a future with little or no opportunity. | ask your committee
to look beyond the costs of provision and understand the personal cost of taking away
the only educational opportunities of some our our most disadvantaged community

members!

Submitted by
Angela Stringer of Traralgon
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Kate Crozier, of Warners Bay make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Social Worker, in the postcode of 2282.

I did my higher school certificate at TAFE. It provided me with an alternative
opportunity to gain my HSC and further my studies at university. The teachers at TAFE
were so encouraging and made me feel like | could achieve anything. Without this

system, many kids like me would never have had a chance to follow our dreams.

TAFE provides young people with an nurturing environment that helps to promote life
long goals. TAFE did not only help me achieve my HSC but it gave me skills for life.
TAFE encourages young people to become autonomous, responsible and

independent. These skills later reflect in your work ethic and attitudes in the work force.



| went to a few different high schools. | was bullied at school and due to some
behavioural issues, was ultimately asked to leave. Without TAFE, | would not have
been given an opportunity to learn and further my academic achievements. | attended
TAFE for 2 years full time before gaining the mark | needed to qualify for a position at

university.

Coming from a regional area, Port Macquarie did not offer many other options for
alternative tertiary education. Port now has links to Newcastle University which is great

to see.

Thanks to the TAFE system, | have since completed a university degree in B. of Social
Work. | have been employed for 4yrs full time since graduation. TAFE has offered me
the best start to my working career and without TAFE, | would have ended up a very
low income earner and would probably have lived in a regional area all my life. TAFE

has changed my life for the better.

Submitted by
Kate Crozier of Warners Bay
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Dawn Skelton, of Rivervale make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a transport officer community services local government,

in the postcode of 0062.

Tafe helped me aquire additonal qualifications in my current position - The council |
work for City of Bayswater put quite a few of us through on the Apprentice programme
- it is my understaning that the goverment rewarded city of bayswater financially for this
- this was not passed on to any staff working for the city & our 2.5hr formal study
sessions were unpaid for by the city - all the study was done in our own time - so what
haopened to the money - Tafe had advised us to claim our study sessions - these were
knocked back by our community services manager with no explanation - yet other staff
not even receiving government kickback were given paid study time - please advise as

Tafe felt outside of their expertise - & the apprentice centre staff would not comment



Had a fabulous teacher & mentor at tafe - actually more than one - but was particularly

inspired by "Annette"

| feel that Tafe is there for the mature age student who might have become redundant
in the workforce & needs to or would like to re-train to find a position - also | have
noticed how much they have helped students with English as a 2nd language. As
stated earlier however | would like to see more transparency with regard to paid study
leave - in mine & all the other workplace study assisted staff whether we studied or not
we still got the same pay & it very much seemed that the council was not only
financially rewarded for no effort on its part but they also benefited from staff that were
additionally trained at not only no expense to themselves but also were financially
rewarded for provided a platform for staff to be additionally trained at the time &

expense of the staff involved

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...
- 1 don't live in a country area but it would be a poor choice to take tafe away from
country as the privately trained colleges only pick off the cream in larger towns &

metropolis

yes - 6 week courses or less in cert 3 aged care - fast - trac - pay for a qualification that
really does not count for much - that said the HTA courses | have used are very well

managed Cert 111 aged care & therapy assistant - for the record | self funded
since the government has sold off most of our profitable previously owned government
assets - it is hardly rocket science to figure there is going to be this downside to the

short term greed of goverment selling public assets to private enterprise

what else can | say read the previous paragraphs please



| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€] - like
all community serving & not profitable services as previously stated the goverments
sucessive have sold most of our profitable assets so how do you pay for public

services that are not earning a profit?

Submitted by
Dawn Skelton of Rivervale
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Lyn Rainforest, of DOWNER make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a volunteer, in the postcode of 2602.

As a home tutor in English for new arrivals in Australia, | work with TAFE teachers to
provide appropriate support for students. My current student wants to become a
plumber and | am very pleased to know that TAFE provides pre-apprenticeship

courses for people such as him.
TAFE teachers are highly qualified professionals who work incredibly hard with
decreasing resources to develop a highly skilled workforce. They provide experiences

that help their students participate effectively in the workforce.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...



When | worked in Mike Kelly's Electorate Office in Queanbeyan, we received several
letters from TAFE teachers concerned about the de-funding of traditional TAFE trade
Certificate 3 courses and their replacement by softer options that did not produce
skilled graduates. At the same time, private colleges were being set up that offered
courses previously taught in TAFE colleges, but now taught by untrained teachers at
cheaper rates in highly unsuitable accommodation. With the closure of courses in
TAFEs, sometimes properly qualified teachers taught at these colleges, but at lower
wages that did not reflect their training or experience. These colleges had none of the

student support systems provided by TAFESs.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because with solid
student and teacher support systems (properly trained and paid teachers, trained
student advisers, well set up workshops and classrooms, good research facilities) the
whole community will benefit from a properly trained workforce. If training is delivered
in a shoddy way, we will get a shoddy workforce. A properly funded TAFE system can

produce highly professional, creative, motivated and skilled workers

Submitted by
Lyn Rainforest of DOWNER
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Angela Mackin, of Tullibigeal make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a teacher, in the postcode of 2669.

| have had 2 sons attend TAFE. School is not for everyone...my sons were not
academic students and were much more suited to the hands on practical subjects
offered at TAFE.

Please note that Australian starts with a capital letter!
TAFE contributes to a workforce that can use hands on skills as opposed to just brain
power. There is a certain amount of theory involved in TAFE but the graduates are also

the ones who are prepared to get their handds dirty and get into physical work.

My eldest son was not successful at school & always failed. He had low self-esteem.

He started a welding course at TAFE & at the end of the first night the teacher said that



his work was the best. For the first time in his life he was the best & he hasn't looked

back since.

My family and | live in a rural and remote area where TAFE is the only option for further
education. There are no other service providers in our isolated area. As it is we have to
travel a 95 km round trip to attend TAFE wher a limited number of courses are
available. Less funding for TAFE will mean less courses and options for the local

people.

There are many service providers offering a range of certificates and qualifications that
| feel do not meet the required level of training. It seems that private colleges and other
service providers can pop up out of the woodwork and hand out all sorts of

qualifications for very little input by students.

The budget cuts have affected my local TAFE. The teaching hours and course hours
have been reduced but course fees remain the same. There is a lot less money
available to purchase resources for various course. Teachers are known to buy

resources for their classes out of their pown pockets.

Classes at my local TAFE have been reduced. All apprentices doing Cert Il Cert 11l and
Cert 1V have been put into the one class and this makes for a large group of students
with still the one teacher. Other courses have had time reduced from 3 days per week
to 2 days per week. Students are still paying the high course fees for less tuition time
at TAFE.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because other less
appropriate service providers are poaching students away from TAFE and this in turn

reduces the effectivness of TAFE. School is not for everyone and TAFE needs to be



available and affordable to those students wishing to undertake traineeships and

apprenticeships as well as other course that will improve their employability.

Submitted by
Angela Mackin of Tullibigeal
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Cameron Marshall, of Parkhurst make the following statement on
the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a Electricity Control Room Operator, in the postcode of
4701.

| am an Electrical Fitter/Mechanic (Systems Electrician) by trade and have worked in;
high voltage electricity construction and maintenance, safety, apprentice managemant
and electricity control room operator. | completed my apprenticeship in 1990 and have
very positive memories from my time during TAFE. | was also an Apprentice Field
Officer for 4 years and dealt with 3 TAFE colleges on a daily basis. Sad to see how it
has changed, but still a very important part of training and assessment for
apprenticeships. | still keep in contact with some of my TAFE teachers from all those

years ago.

By providing an independent subject matter expert and assessor. Provide knowledge



to allow Australians to put this knowledge in the workplace and associated

assessment, thus competing the competency based circle.

I have dealt with many adult apprentices where the TAFE system provided information

and support required for adult learners to achieve their chosen career later in life.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...consistant information
delivery and assessment. In the last 25 years TAFE colleges have suffered severe
funding cuts, where once a willing learner could attend night classes to learn many
varied courses, but alas this is no longer the case. TAFE provide and independent
service, where private providers are focussed on numbers of students passing through
their doors. Regional TAFE also means less travel and therefore costs associated with

accommodation , meals and transport to capital cities.

Without doubt. TAFE itself has lowered it's standards to compete with private
providers.

| ask this enquiry; How many students actually fail subjects / course today as
compared to 25 years ago? The reason, standards are lowered to give a false
indication of the actual standard of students graduating. No learning institute wants to
be known for it's number of failed students, only successful ones. 25 years ago, if you
did not meet the standard , then you failed and had to re-sit and successfully achieve

the pre-determined standard before qualifying.

Quality and quantity of teachers due to poor pay and conditions, lack of or out-of-date
resources for learning, unqualified staff or no staff at all to carry out on-the-job audits of
apprentices, unqualified staff auditing apprentices and signing completions of

apprentices.



Quality and quantity of teachers due to poor pay and conditions, lack of or out-of-date
resources for learning, unqualified staff or no staff at all to carry out on-the-job audits of
apprentices, unqualified staff auditing apprentices and signing completions of

apprentices, poor building maintenance, etc.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€|They
are the centre of learning for all Australians. More funding, power and control needs to
be given back to TAFE to deliver the shortcomings of the current way we educate.
They provide an independent delivery and assessment of required outcomes, not
desired outcomes we are currently experiencing. By allowing employers and private
providers to control what is needed for us to be a learned nation once again. In my
experience, very few employers fully understand competency based training and
hence they are pushing for private providers to deliver the outcomes they want, not
what industry and the nation requires. By increasing TAFE funding you can once again
attract quality teachers, before they all retire and their knowledge is lost for
generations. Resource TAFE with the equipment required to educate students in
practice, not by referring to a paper / electronic reference that cannot be related to

practically.

Submitted by
Cameron Marshall of Parkhurst
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Josh van Loenen, of South Mackay make the following statement
on the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a TAFE trade teacher, in the postcode of 4740.

| was brought up to Mackay by CQIT from SA as | had skills that were needed. Those
skills are now going to go to waste as | will not have any students for the areas | most
commonly teach in. Years ago | got sick, during recovery | used TAFE (SA) to gain
new skills and avoided the only alternative, a disability support pension. Both of my
older children are TAFE trained and have good careers. We all pay tax, we can all

contribute to society thanks to TAFE training.

Langbroek and Newman now want to pull the rug out from others who are in need of
training, so the short term cut in spending will lead to long term fiscal and social
problems. Keeping people employed through training and retraining, those improving

their skills to gain higher qualifications, those who have life changes and need to take a



different route through their working life - this is what TAFE does and no 'here now
gone tomorrow' politician has the right to tamper with this delicate social see-saw. Lose

workers, lose productivity. Lose productivity, go broke. Simple business.

Without TAFE, albeit in another state, | would have been relegated to the pensioners
scrap heap due to an inability to continue in my trades due to illness. Through a fully
funded program, | received quality training from TAFE which allowed me back into the

workforce, and make a difference in an area of great need.

People in regional areas do not have several similar employers to choose from. Most
of the time, a job loss means the need for retraining to do a job that is new, without
TAFE this would be impossible. The social fabric and the industry supporting regional
areas will be the losers when TAFE goes, unemployment will rise, industry will decline.
Industry also brings new people into the regions, mostly from other countries. These
new workers must have their overseas qualifications matched to and converted to

Australian qualifications, without TAFE how would they achieve that?

The standards of private RTO's are lower, a lot lower, than TAFE. Trades will be
littered with incompetents, employers will be confused. To test this, | applied to a
private RTO for a Cert IV in Training and Assessing. From TAFE it would have been 6
months part time. Ten minutes it took the private RTO to write up the certificate and
process the paperwork - | didn't have to provide any relevant evidence (which | had)
whatsoever to gain the qualification. Another private RTO gave me an Advanced
Diploma in Engineering, they were Skills Tech contractors. | got the AD in a two and a
half hour phone conversation, no difficult questions asked, in an engineering discipline
| have never been involved with - the RTO gave me the wrong qualification. Mining
companies are well known to now be screening applications from trades people to find

out where they completed their off site training. Those that can show they did it at



TAFE go through for selection, anyone who shows training from a private RTO goes
straight into the bin. BMA, Peabody, Rio Tinto and Anglo Coal all do the same. The
Electrical Safety Office of Queensland has released a list of RTO's that cannot issue
qualifications they will recognise. The electricians and refrigeration mechanics who
spent four years training with these private RTOs must do it all again at TAFE, in their
own time and at their own expense, as the training that was provided them by the
private RTOs named by the ESO is/was so poor the workers are considered too

dangerous to licence or employ.

My TAFE campus has lost at least 10 teachers. All but one of these teachers is now
working for a private RTO, teaching the same thing to the same students they had at
TAFE - all have a common complaint, that the standards are too low for them to be
comfortable with. | personally know of some instances where departments have been
closed down, the students given to a private RTO, then the private RTO employing the
teachers who were forced to take redundancy from TAFE just to get staff numbers
down. It turns out the Institute Director is a close friend of the person who owns the

private RTO, anyone who cannot see a conflict of interests here is blind.

With the disappearance of the Department of Education and Training in the regions,
who provided enormous assistance to TAFE by screening and referring students to
TAFE, there is a double bite into the TAFE system. The demise of DET robs TAFE of a
stream of students, while funding cuts at TAFE prevent the provision of quality training
in key areas. This is not a case of TAFE sink or swim. This is a case of sabotage of a
public system for no other reason than to line the pockets of unscrupulous private

providers who care nothing for the students or for industry.

Newman (army), Langbroek (dentist) and Rice (lawyer) have no idea what damage

they are doing to their areas of education, nor to industry, to regional areas, to trades



and to people. Cutting funding to save money is a false economy, the cost will be
immediate and far greater. Sure, help us streamline the system, but don't go from the
ground up. The lower tier is fine - efficient and effective as well as respected - start
from the top and prune hard. Hand all funding over to the federal system, leave the
states out of it completely, cut out the middle man too. More cost savings. Enable the
system to improve and get leaner and meaner, do not cripple it then say it's too hard to

fix.

Submitted by
Josh van Loenen of South Mackay
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, David Brady, of TOORMINA make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Health and Safety Assistant, in the postcode of 2453.

| studied at TAFE office skills and art, the art was an essential stress relief, the office
skills have been invaluable in security and administration roles that | have performed in

and | would not have excelled in several roles without these skills.

It was a place to gain skills without the restrictions of universities

| was working for a computer company as security, If | did not have the office and
computer skills that | had gained at TAFE the task would have been extremely difficult.
Not only could | do the job | was able to expand the role to become invaluable securing

my position in an industry that does not grant job security



Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...
| was able to get skills to assist in my employment history that the High Schools did not

provide.

Unable to contact

I have found the courses becoming too expensive to attend for low income, | cannot

give my children a chance to attend.

I have found very little information about the TAFE in Coffs Harbour, | usually hidden

away.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€]

Many base skills are not taught at university and my experiences with them does not
allow for lateral thinking and | have come to grief attempting to apply skills beyond the
scope of the task, Usually the instructor was unable to grasp or appeared to be put off.

This was encouraged while | was a TAFE

Submitted by
David Brady of TOORMINA
Friday 12th of April 2013



Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Sean McCourt, of Sunbury make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Union organiser, in the postcode of 3429.

My two sons have went through TAFE to get the extra help and skills in gaining

employment

TAFE is the gateway for most young adults in getting those skills in finding the right

career.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...a job our no job having to

move away from home and family.



| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€]

Submitted by
Sean McCourt of Sunbury
Friday 12th of April 2013



Cheryl Carrodus

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Cheryl Carrodus, of Hornsby make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a TAFE teacher, in the postcode of 2007.

| did not have the luxury of going to TAFE immediately after | finished school.My father
wanted me to go to University. So | studied part time for many years , while | worked in
a full time job. After finishing my course , | needed more practical experience, so | went
to TAFE at night to do short courses, in instrumentation and Word processing. Both of
my children have also been TAFE students, one doing hospitality, the other doing
Animal care. | found that TAFE was a healing place for them. School can sometimes
be very damaging for young people. They grew into more confident individuals and one

of them is now studying to become a doctor.

| believe that TAFE contributes to the Australian workforce by giving people practical

hands on skills, which are glossed over at Universities. Both of my children are hard



working individuals, possibly because of my role model. Not every one needs to go to
University. It takes time to develop skills and many years of practice to become good at

anything. The time factor has been taken out of education because of the cost.

My daughter always wanted to be a doctor or a veterinarian. She did not get the
grades at school, so she decided to do year 12 all over again. The first day back at
school, the Head mistress of the school said to her, "I am only taking you in, because |
need the funding for this school". My daughter never set foot in that school again. She
was totally gutted. She enrolled in Diploma of Animal care and studied that course. Her
teachers were wonderful and when she completed her studies, she went on to study at
University. She gained so much more that knowledge. Her self esteem grew and she
was nurtured by her teacher on campus. My son on the other hand always wanted to
work in hospitality. He graduated from Diploma in hospitality and was offered a full time
job as soon as he qualified, after having worked part time in Accor while being a

student. I am very proud of their contribution to the Australian workforce.

I live in the city of Sydney and am surrounded by many quality institutions. However |
feel sorry for those people who live far away from the cities. They are given a raw deal
as far as courses and education are concerned. If the shut down TAFE colleges, a lot

of them would not get any chance of furthering their studies.

The immediate impact that the budget cuts have made on my TAFE has been to
reduce the number of teachers that we have on classes. This makes it harder to teach
skills. Are teaching has load has doubled. You cannot get around to individual students
and show them how to use a microscope, and study blood films. Everyone of them has

to be checked. The number of managers just grows exponentially. They do not teach,



bring no business to the colleges, but yet this is a growth area. Teachers struggle

under their workload, but it is quite a strain, when you want to fo the best.

Cuts to our budgets mean the students don't get the quality training they had before.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because a job
badly done means it costs twice as much to ix in the future, If one of my students
makes a mistake when cross matching , the result could be fatal. Similarly, students in
the building industry can make a mistake, when doing electrical wiring, or laying bricks,

means the cost to the community is greater.

Submitted by
Cheryl Carrodus of Hornsby
Friday 12th of April 2013



David Bartolo

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, David Bartolo, of Haberfield make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a teacher, in the postcode of 2045.

| have taught at both TAFE and university, and many of my students at both have
attended the other type of Institution - they invariably say that the two forms

complement each other, with TAFE providing the more practical and useful education.

TAFE provides a relevant and targeted training regime that directly relates to the
industries it serves. Contrary to current Government opinion, it is an extremely useful
way to spend taxpayers money, one that achieves measurable returns. Private

providers can not compete with TAFE for quality and value for money.

My ex brother in law left school early because he wasn't ready to study. When he

returned to TAFE to do the Tertiary Preparation Certificate as a mature student, he



topped the state and is now a lawyer.

In regional areas, TAFE provides more than just education and truing - it can be a hub

for the community.

Students are always providing anecdotes about how they have felt ripped off by private

colleges, and feel that the value of TAFE is obvious.

Teachers are working harder, expected to do more, everyone is worn out, not as many

support services, no marketing for courses.

Probably the most significant impact has been the impact on morale.

The TAFE system in Australia is world class, and respected internationally. Our
students have always been very well received by industry. Over the years, | have seen
the content of courses diluted, and the expectation on teachers increased to the point

of almost absurdity.

Submitted by
David Bartolo of Haberfield
Friday 12th of April 2013



Alan Scott

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Alan Scott, of Kings Langley make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

I, Alan Scott, of Kings Langley make the following statement on the

basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise

stated.

| am 53 years old and work as a teacher, in the postcode of 2165. | teach High School
history in a low SES area and have so for the last ten years. Before this positon, |
spent fourteen years in Corporate Training in the Telecommunications and Finance
industries. Many of my students do not see University as an option and so they depend
on TAFE courses to gain the skills needed to gain a good join in a competitive job
market. Already we have students who have difficulty in completing the High School
Certificate and are currently taking TAFE courses instead which are aimed a specific
jobs or trades. Already students who would be better served in doing TAFE courses
are being forced to do University entry courses such as History because there are no

more positions available in the limited courses that are offered. This lack of choice



forces them to attempt a course that they are not capable or interested in completing
which Leeds to a cycle of failure which once started is difficult to change the longer it

continues.

TAFE courses my students are currently doing are for most, the only option open for
them to gain a steady and productive job. The current school curriculum as aimed at
teaching students basic skills that fall short of most work positions. The business skills
need in the work place are best addressed by TAFE. As a Corporate Trainer for
fourteen years | spent lots of time and company money training staff on how to do their
job. One reason | am now a teacher is that since the training levy ended companies
have chosen to downsize or close their training departments and rather have external
providers design and deliver the training. The natural choice to take the place of the
redundant training departments is TAFE. If the TAFE cannot meet this demand then
the companies will be forced to bring in migrant workers who have been trained by
overseas TAFEs. If this occurs we will have a growing unskilled unemployable
generation while companies struggle under a shortage of skilled labour.

My wife Athela an Malaysian emigrant found it difficult to gain work in Australia even
though she had a HR diploma and management experience in Malaysia. Her diploma
was not recognised here and so she had to obtain a local diploma from Ryde TAFE to
be competitive. She began a diploma in Tourism. In her second year her lecturer fell ill
and was told the course would be postponed till next year when a replacement was
found. The following year the funding had been cut and that her one remain course
would not be offered and so her diploma was granted after 18 months of study | urge
the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because it provides an
essential role in allowing people to find gainful and productive employment in a sector
of the workforce that Universities and schools cannot address. This sector is also the
largest sector of the workforce and we cannot depend on business to train their own

staff or private colleges to provide the necessary quality. TAFE is the most important



area of Education if Australia is to have a healthy economy and active workforce.

Submitted by
Alan Scott of Kings Langley
Friday 12th of April 2013



Gwen Stapleton

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Gwen Stapleton, of Bunbury make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

In 1990, | was a single parent with three young kids trying to survive on a single-parent
pension. | completed a FREE New Opportunities for Women TAFE course that led to
my completing a TAFE Certificate in Business Studies. By that stage | had begun to
find my self-confidence and, following a chat with a TAFE Career advisor, set out to
realise my ambition to complete a degree and become an English Teacher.

| have been a High School English Teacher for the past thirteen years and love my
job. Part of my job entails preparing my students to enter the world beyond school. For
many of them TAFE is the preferred option as it gives them the chance to engage in
further study, leading to their career of choice, or to prepare for and complete an
apprenticeship.

TAFE is the most important institution in our education system, apart from high
schools. It is absolute insanity to consider taking this avenue of further education away

from students, young and old. Australia has become a country where the most



deserving of our assistance is considered a burden on society. We hear about
sanctions on single parents and unemployed people and how they should be working.
Well, how about giving them the means of accessing assistance to get them out of
their financially desperate sitiuation and the means of upgrading skills and further
opportunities for education through the TAFE Education System?

These courses should be a right, with no associated costs, not a further financial
burden to the less fortunate of our citizens. Just imagine what a difference it would
make to the lives of single - parents if they could go to university, after completing a
TAFE course that prepares them for that journey. What message would their children
get from that journey? What difference would that make to the quality of all their lives?
How might that influence other single-parents who see the results of these
endeavours?

Privatising the TAFE system will result in students becoming ‘clients' with no means
of assessing the qualifications or relevance of the deliverers of the courses until it is
too late. The focus on private suppliers of education is on making a profit so fees will
bear no relevance to the ability of the client to pay for the course.

The new Australian Curriculum has highlighted the importance of high school
students achieving Certificate Il and Certificate 1V levels by the time they leave high
school, in order to meet the future needs of industry and other services in Australia.

It makes absolutely no sense that at a time when TAFE is the best means of
training and already has the infrastructure in place, including trained lecturers, that
there should be a wave of state budget cuts and underfunding of courses, rising
student fees and campuses closing. This demonstrates a total lack of foresight and
understanding of the needs of existing students and students of the future on the part
of elected representatives whose job it is to represent the needs of their constituents.

More support, further development of resources, the introduction of new and
innovative courses that meet the needs of the 21st Century technological age, courses

that assist single parents to have an opportunity to have a career (as | did) - all of this



is what should be happening with the TAFE system.

Wake up, before it is too late. Don't destroy what has taken so many years to
establish by making a decision that will cause us to hang our head in shame at our

stupidity in years to come.

Sincerely

Gwen Stapleton

Submitted by
Gwen Stapleton of Bunbury
Friday 12th of April 2013



Martha Turner

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Martha Turner, of Tyalgum make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a teacher, in the postcode of 2484.

| have been teaching for nearly 30 years and have worked for TAFE NSW for 19 years.
I and many of my family members have a variety of qualifications through TAFE NSW,

some vocational, some for staff development.

My husband started his working life with a trade certificate as a linotype mechanic,
later a certificate in pest control and finally a certificate in horticulture, all through TAFE
NSW. He has worked in all three industries. He has, for more than a decade, worked
voluntarily with the Rural Fire Service as a trainer and assessor and has his Certificate

IV in Training and Assessment from OTEN.

As a TAFE teacher, | also have the Certificate IV in Training and Assessment through



TAFE. Both my husband and | have a current Senior First Aid Certificate through TAFE
NSW; | am a first aid officer at my local campus and my husband is a martial arts black

belt and requires first aid qualifications to train junior belts.

Our youngest child obtained both RSA and RCG qualifications (through TAFE NSW)
after finishing the HSC and this has resulted in her having continuous work whilst

studying at university.

In other words, TAFE has played an enormously important role in our lives.

I work in "second chance" education, with students who have not completed high
school. Our role has always been to re-engage students with the formal learning
process and inspire them to reach their full potential. We embed goal setting and
careers counselling in most of our programs and focus on the development of the
literacy, numeracy and employability skills the students need in order to continue their
learning journey. Our faculty has strong links and communication with vocational
faculties within TAFE and also with local universities; students find they can easily

develop a career pathway that suits their individual goals.

There are many examples of how TAFE has provided individuals with a second
chance; the following five case studies are examples from my personal experience with

these students:

1. M first enrolled to study a Cert Il course at Murwillumbah TAFE as a 16 year old.
She had a serious marijuana dependency and suffered a nervous breakdown partway
through the first semester of this one year long course. M re-enrolled in the same
course the following year, after a stint in hospital. She was nearly finished (only about 4

weeks to go) when she again showed signs of depression and potential breakdown.



She had convinced herself she was useless and couldn't finish anything. | spent a long
time with her, talking to her about how much she had achieved. M finished her course
on time, obtained her certificate, worked for a little while, then came back to us and
enrolled in Cert IV in Tertiary Preparation, our HSC equivalent course. During this time,
M admitted to me that part of her problem with mental health stemmed from the fact

she had been sexually abused by her father from the age of 13.

M completed half of Cert IV in Tertiary Preparation at our campus, then moved away
from the area and transferred to another campus to complete the course. | found out
later that she had achieved high enough scores in her course to be accepted into

university; she was described as a lovely, competent and confident young woman.

2. J absolutely hated school and enrolled at Murwillumbah Campus, with great
reluctance, into a Cert | literacy / numeracy course. After 12 months, she applied to do
our Cert Il course, completed this two semester course without difficulty, then enrolled
in Cert IV in Tertiary Preparation. J gained entry to university, where she enrolled to
study teaching. She looked back on her 15 year old self with great amusement, but
openly acknowledged that without TAFE this change would probably not have

occurred.

3. G is a young mother with a physical disability who had not completed high school
and suffered considerable financial hardship. Across 12 months, she studied Cert IV in
Tertiary Preparation, gaining a result that put her in the top 10 students in the state (not

top 10%, but top 10) and is currently enrolled at university studying a double degree.

4. R, a young single mother of two, had experienced years of domestic violence. She
was tired of bar work and wanted to give her children a better future. She also enrolled

in Cert IV in Tertiary Preparation, also came in the top 10 in the state and is currently



studying to become a teacher.

5. C, another young single mother from an abusive relationship and suffering financial
hardship, initially enrolled in a Cert Il in Career Education for Women, completed this
course and moved into Cert IV in Tertiary Preparation. After completing this
gualification, C was accepted into university, achieved exceptional results and was

awarded an academic scholarship. She now works for a local council.

We live in a regional area. TAFE is not the only tertiary provider in this area; there are
a number of private providers, however, TAFE is the largest and best established

provider in the area.

Our TAFE colleges have already cut courses due to funding reductions, including

Business Administration and IT.

We are doing our best to avoid cutting services, but it is becoming increasingly difficult.
Part of the problem is that we pride ourselves on high quality individualised service to

our learners, which is very time consuming.

There has been a definite increase in poorly regulated private colleges with lower
standards than TAFE.

For example:

1. We originally obtained our first aid qualifications through a private provider. When
we renewed these qualifications, the training was of such poor quality, so haphazard,
we were determined never to deal with this provider again. We have since updated the
Senior First Aid qualifications through TAFE NSW and have found the training to be far

superior to the private provider.



2. We know of a young man who had enormous difficulty passing a Cert Il in basic
firefighting due to his literacy skills. In fact, he needed a scribe to complete the final
assessment for this course. Through a local private provider, this same young man has
obtained the Cert IV in Training and Assessment (from scratch). He managed to
complete the course in 3 weeks. Everyone | know who has done this course has taken
months to complete it, even with some RPL, as the course is very comprehensive.
Funding cuts have had the following effects on our local campus:

- many job losses

- loss of expert staff as a result of these job losses

- courses have been cut in several different sections

- support service personnel are being told to look for income sources

- student fees have increased significantly for many courses, some have to be run

commercially

- low morale; campuses have to work harder to maintain morale in both staff and

students (as students worry about their future choices)

- the community is concerned the campus will close in the near future

The state government's significant funding cuts have impacted enormously on the

TAFE system. In our faculty across most campuses, due to ongoing funding cuts, we



no longer offer literacy / numeracy classes and a number of our other courses are at
risk of not being funded in future. For example, the Cert IV in Tertiary Preparation is
under serious threat. Some of our students are experiencing significant difficulty paying
their course fees. Also, support for students with disabilities, including mental health
problems, becomes increasingly difficult to access as our support staff are stretched to

the limit.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because in my
personal experience across nearly 30 years of teaching, TAFE provides the
disempowered, disadvantaged and disengaged with life-changing opportunities. This
type of service must be non-profit; it cannot be effectively provided by an organisation
that seeks to make a profit from education and treats students as customers where the
number of completions is more important than the quality of the education received

and the opportunities provided.

Submitted by
Martha Turner of Tyalgum
Friday 12th of April 2013



Megan Johnson

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Megan Johnson, of bayswater make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am 36 years old and currently studying to become a secondary school teacher. After
screwing around through my secondary education | finished with a TER that was not
going to get me into any Uni, so | went to work and traveled. | returned to Australia with
the dream of going to Uni but the only way it was going to happen was by starting out
at TAFE. So | did a liberal arts course, after one year of that | applied to Uni and was
accepted into a Bachelor of Social Science. Without TAFE | would not have had the
chance to do further study at Uni, or to become a teacher. TAFE is important if you are
going to get people that slip through the cracks. To expect all kids to succeed at high
school and go on to Uni ignores the many people that have problems throughout their
schooling. TAFE gives people like myself the chance to make up for their mistakes. If
you want a well educated work force, you need to support the institutions that provide
It.



Submitted by
Megan Johnson of bayswater
Friday 12th of April 2013



Clive Ettia

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Clive Ettia, of Lockridge make the following statement on the basis
of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Electronic Technician, in the postcode of 6054.

TAFE was the absolute crucial difference in my education potential, as a son a poor
immigrated family | couldn't afford university but needed to get a tertiary education.
Throught AUSTUDY which was an appauling stipend to pay for the TAFE fees, books
and living expenses ie. rent, uitilities and food, | graduated an associate diploma of
electronic engineering. The TAFE fees at that time were sufficiently low and with the
help of SFSS which to this day | am still paying off | managed to somehow graduate,
earn enough work experience and become an official electronic technician.

| see now as | research for my daughters education that TAFE fees are absolutely
OUTRAGEOUS, she will never be able to afford them and | am consoled only by the
fact that we have a PM that has education as her priority and that a Labor government

is in power for now.



TAFE is the only decent attempt at bridging the gap between compulsory school and
industry and it needs to be further integrated fully as an established gradient into the

workforce, it is a half-done but a well done in my professional opinion.

It was my only chance actually and it was something | had to work damn hard at even

with a 4yr Arts scholarship during high school and an awarded Lion's Club scholarship.

I've always lived in the city and am lucky for that.

TAFE costs a lot more than | remember even accounting for inflation.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because of the
reasons | have said already above.

The LNP and any form of such are well known to me, my father told me the stories of
when he came to Australia in the 60s and what the Liberals were doing and the Union
movement | am well educated in history of politics in Australia and know who means

well for who.

Submitted by
Clive Ettia of Lockridge
Friday 12th of April 2013



Ralph Hunt

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Ralph Hunt, of Armidale make the following statement on the basis
of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a teacher, in the postcode of 2350.

My son, Peter, is doing Industrial Design at Newcastle TAFE. The teachers are
fantastic. They have inspired and encouraged the students in an industrially focused
and creative course. It is an exciting course that | would love to have done. It is
cutting-edge because the teachers are working in the industry. Recent cuts of finance
have seriously restricted the ability of TAFE to sustain this essential course (graduates

have a very high employment rate).

The students leave this course fully functional in industry. They are fully educated in

the latest skills in design. This is the future of Australian industry!

Peter had a poor HSC result. He worked for 2 years as a "Dish Pig" and barista.



Getting into TAFE has given him a great objective in life and he is embracing it

enthusiastically.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means that many young people get a

chance in life which would not exist without TAFE.

No

The budget cuts have reduced the hours of teaching that Peter and his classmates get

drastically. They now do most work on their own without direct teaching.

TAFE used to be a central part of regional education and community. It can no longer
offer recreational courses and the latest cuts have damaged TAFE's ability to create

jobs and careers.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because our young
people, like my son, need quality education and training to get the jobs that will drive

Australia through this century.a€,

Submitted by
Ralph Hunt of Armidale
Friday 12th of April 2013



Susanne Kent

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Susanne Kent, of Mt Gravatt east make the following statement on
the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a , in the postcode of 4122.

We pulled my son out of high school after year 9 and sent him to tafe because he
wanted to do electrical so instead of wasting time on the subjects at school that didn't
contribute to being an electrician he finished his senior certificate doing years 11 and12
at tafe. It was the best decision as parents we have ever made.He has never looked
back,it would have been a complete wast of time keeping him at high school for those

last two years.

It helped him to deal with older people and never became board with anything,the
pressure was of because he didn't have to sit for an op score then at the end of senior
think about what he had to do. He had finished his pre vocational and could apply for a

job straight away, as if he had done senior at school he would still have to do his prevo



before applying for a job.

Even now there are people | know who have bought ladies from Asian countries and
married them and they tell me they are going to tafe to learn English and the tafe are
paying for their child care so they can learn English. There are also people | have meet
that come to Australia to work that have to go to tafe to upgrade their trade to work in
this country,we are a country that are very giving but if our trades go down the tubes
because we have cut out to much we will become like a third world country that every
thing is not done to regulations it will lead to no regulations no safety and a bunch of
drop kicks that don't care about anything,we should be opening up more tafes to give

those people who don't want to go to university a better chance at a good trade.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...

Not every one can afford private instutitions and to deprive another person of wanting

to learn to better themselves is criminal,what makes one person better than the next.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€ithe
future of our country depends on how well educated our trades people are for years we
have been saying we have skill shortages in this country and now we want to take
away the only thing which is the only thing that makes this country stand out from
every other country as we pride our selves on doing things that are the rite way and not

the wrong way as for as standards go.

Submitted by

Susanne Kent of Mt Gravatt east



Friday 12th of April 2013



Bobbie Oliver

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Bobbie Oliver, of North Perth make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| have not studied at TAFE, but as a researcher who has an interest in apprenticeship
training in WA | appreciate the role that TAFE plays in training skilled workers in this
state and elsewhere in Australia. | am deeply concerned that Australia has a recurring
problem where employers apparently cannot get enough skilled labour. Cuts to TAFE
will make this problem worse and we will become more dependent upon overseas
labour, in the form of either temporary or permanent immigrants. | believe that cuts to
TAFE will result in fewer opportunities for people seeking training to gain professional
skills. | believe, too, that the government has a responsibility to keep TAFE fees low
so that courses are commercially viable for people (especially young people) who are
employed on low wages while undergoing their training. At one time, employers bore
the cost of training apprentices; today,with increasing privatisation of industry, the cost
of training is largely borne by the trainee. This may be unavoidable, but | urge the

government to invest in training by keeping costs as low as possible and maintaining



choice in the number of types of training courses available.

Submitted by
Bobbie Oliver of North Perth
Friday 12th of April 2013



Dimce Krstevski

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Dimce Krstevski, of Wolli Creek make the following statement on
the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a onemploed, in the postcode of 2205.

Das not metta my age | like to be student and study on the TAFE becouse it change

the live.educated

educated working people is smarter sociaety has benefit and working klase is more

stronga.

yes

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means... you grabing better future.



yes

lot of people have not chance to study if the increase of fees.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€|if TAFE

is safe the future for people is more brither.

Submitted by
Dimce Krstevski of Wolli Creek
Friday 12th of April 2013



Natasha Kepert

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Natasha Kepert, of Bassendean make the following statement on
the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a Town Planner, in the postcode of 6054.

I have studied many courses at TAFE over the years, more "interest" courses in the

evenings than "vocational" courses during the day.

Over the years | studied courses including: Indonesian and Italian languages, yoga,
feldenkrais, Swedish and Chinese massage, and silver jewellery making, as well as

numerous computer courses (Word, Excel, Access, internet, etc).

| completed a BA at UWA in 1994. To my surprise, with a bachelor of English alone, |
was basically unemployable. | went to as many TAFE courses as | could for
computing, and this enabled me to start my full time working life. If it had not been for

TAFE giving me practical skills where the university failed to do so, | do not know how



long it would have taken me to find a job.

Over the years | have done a wide range of courses, for health and for general interest.
In particular, | started studying languages (Italian and Indonesian) quite seriously. |
was unable to continue studying Italian at university because the course format at the
time (daily attendance for 1 hour a day) was extremely difficult for me to attend. So |
started studying at TAFE and to my surprise found it far more practical than the
university course and much more effective at being able to speak the language. | then
went on to study Indonesian, for 5 years. | completed Certificate IV and was intending
to pursue the Translators Certificate over a few years but budget cuts to TAFE meant
the end of Indonesian courses above the basic level. This was a real shame on many
levels. Over the years studying Indonesian, people in the classes had formed strong
friendship networks and met for Indonesian culture and language activities outside the
class. Almost everyone in the classes had full time jobs, so evenings were the only
time we could study, and it says something for how good the courses were that people
were motivated enough to keep attending for many years. Some of my classmates had
businesses in Indonesia, or were doing aid work, or travelling there. It's crazy, when
the Government supposedly wants to encourage Asian languages (as they say every
so often before promptly forgetting about it) to do away with this magnificent
opportunity for ADULT learners to learn a language. The people in the class were
ALREADY interested in Indonesia, they weren't school students being forced to learn
it. Considering the importance of the Australian-Indonesian relationship, cutting funding

to TAFE was absolutely crazy, but hey what can we do?

When | started studying Indonesian, we had 6 hours a week (two evenings per week)
for a whole semester - 12 weeks I think (?). It was ridiculously cheap, | think it worked
out to only just over $1 an hour for someone on a health care card. Over the years, this

got cut and cut and cut. We went down to one evening a week. Then the courses



stopped being offered locally at all (Rossmoyne SHS campus) and we had to go to
Perth Central TAFE. Then the evening classes were cut and the course became 6
Saturday mornings per semester. The Translators course was 20 units you had to work
your way through - only 2 were offered in any semester. Then this too disappeared. |
wanted to go back to study Indonesian but the only option was university. | did an
entrance test - from all that TAFE, | was judged equivalent to the final semester of a
Bachelor of LOTE (Indonesian) degree. But to complete one semester at university
would have cost me something crazy, | think well over $3000, and | could not get a

recognized qualification from it.

So - a shame, but just think how many people you have lost from studying languages

by getting rid of TAFE courses.

The health subjects | studied over the years were always extremely enjoyable and
certainly have contributed to my health. While you can find other similar courses
elsewhere (nowadays), | always appreciated being able to enroll through TAFE. It was
easy to find information about courses, to know when courses would be on and the

fees were accessible.

| really hope that the Australian Government does not take short sighted decisions
which will further rip the heart out of TAFE.

I think | have largely covered this above. However, where TAFE is particularly great
(better than universities) is that it is more accessible to people who have jobs or who

can't attend courses Mon-Fri 9-5.

It's also great for when you want to learn a very particular skill or set of skills

(particularly to boost your general employability, while keeping your job) and you can



do this in a way that fits in with your life.

TAFE language courses WERE unbelievably good and I'm sure have contributed
enormously to tolerance in our society, as well as a lot of Australians being able to go
overseas and find their way in other countries / cultures. (This is not a small thing, this
is not just a recreational "have a nice holiday" thing, this contributes to ongoing

relationships with other countries and cultures).

If I hadn't had TAFE after | finished university, | would have had no skills to make me
employable at all. It was only when | finished university (being naA ve little 21 year old)
that | found out what | had learned was not useful in the real world, and I'd have to get

some real skills and quick.

| haven't attended TAFE now for many years because | know they no longer offer
courses which are of value to me. | know that there are so few courses left on offer,
that | will have to travel a great distance to do anything, it is no longer a matter of
dropping down to the local high school in the evening. So, to be honest, | have not

actually paid much attention to my local TAFE for quite a while.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because it is
absolutely crazy to expect we can have an educated society without it. We need a
sector which offers "packages" NOT tied to a degree, but with proper recognition. We
need education offered at times and places convenient to adults who have jobs or
other responsibilities, but still have an interest in and motivation to educate themselves

and contribute to our society further.



Submitted by
Natasha Kepert of Bassendean
Friday 12th of April 2013



Jude Cooke

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Jude Cooke, of Katoomba make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a educator, in the postcode of 2770.

Having had 7 children as a single income family, | knew to escape the poverty trap |
needed to get qualified. TAFE had also been the place that my husband had achieved
his qualifications including literacy support, general education and a range of trade
tickets. My return to study after a very long break was possible due to the flexibility of
TAFE in offering evening courses with excellent teachers with high levels of industry
experience and adult education expertise. Over a decade | zigzagged through the
TAFE and university systems achieving a range of qualifications, skill sets, certificates
through to post graduate qualifications. Without access to affordable supported
education and training | would not have been able to escape the poverty trap which
would have impacted not just on me but my family and their capacity to contribute to

the economy and society.



TAFE has been able to provide robust education and training. In recent times there has
been pressure to strip that back as funding pressures have been applied to make
TAFE more competitive. In order for TAFE to maintain its valuable contributions to a
smart and strong Australian workforce it must keep focussed on delivering the best
education and training rather than prioritising profit. Learning that is contextualised
having breadth and depth in a well resourced environment with expert support in well
designed and executed programs that facilitate and promote pathways will contribute

to a smart and strong workforce, economy and society.

As above my own experience and my husbands. Over the years scores of people,
women who like me have returned to learning, young people who have not fitted often
because of multiple strands of disadvantage leading to dysfunction, such as Andrew
who recently attained his MBA, or Damien who had been on the wrong side of the law,
abused drugs, found himself isolated and homeless, however through a series of
appropriate supported programs pathwayed into University completing his degree and

transforming his life.

My own experience would not have been possible without having courses and services
available at my local TAFE college. Geographic location now only contributes to
improved access but in developing important roles in local communities and with

industry.

This week | have encountered two very concerning experiences with a new RTO,
Evocca College, around the corner from Mt Druitt TAFE. A prospective student who
had done engagement programs through TAFE Outreach and was to do a preparatory
pathway to Community services programs that builds strong foundation skills for those
going on to higher level qualifications, informed Outreach she had been accepted to do

the Diploma in Community Services with Evocca College and have her qualification by



the end of the year. This is very worrying as she did not have the prerequisite skills and
knowledge to do the Cert IV let alone the Diploma. The next day a concerned mother
informed me the same RTO had accepted her intellectually disabled daughter into a

Diploma in Business Services which she knew to be well beyond her capability.

Pathways have become increasingly difficult as lower level courses are dropped with
colleges attempting to meet demands for higher level qualifications. A Pathways to
Aged Care Program at Mt Druitt has traditionally fed into a CIII at the college but
students will now be required to travel further afield, for some this will make it
impossible. My institute has lost 4 Adult literacy Officers that played vital roles in
promoting literacy though local communities including training Volunteer Literacy
tutors, surely the volunteers are effective in reducing costs in building adult literacy?
Beauty and Outdoor Recreation have been made inaccessible with funding withdrawn
and fees jumping from hundreds of dollars to thousands of dollars. Our institute
promotes buy now pay later online, unethical in my humble opinion especially when the
careers students are being qualified for are not highly paid. Starting your lowly paid
working life with a debt burden would not seem to be a good model for a healthy

economy or society.

As a TAFE employee | have witnessed cuts by stealth and practices of deceit that are
divisive for staff and students. Reviews are not regarded to be carried out with integrity,
personnel who are not impartial making predictable decisions on poor evidence and
based on tokenistic insincere insulting consultation. Staff are pitted against each other.
Students are unsure whether they will be able to achieve their study goals as they hear
of cuts. Community and local industry partners are very concerned about what the cuts

will mean to them.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because apart from



my personal experience and what | have witnessed as part of Adult Ed system in 2
decades, history tells us how important education is in achieving social justice and a
strong healthy society and economy. Working in a very disadvantaged area | see the
results of quick fix shallow training that people get drafted through. The results being
lots of people with many qualifications no employment, these people tend to be angry,
resentful and cynical about further education and training. That is why TAFE is
important. Well funded quality vocational education and training with appropriate
support services is essential particularly for a country that is prosperous, it is the time

to be investing in education for the betterment of society.

Submitted by
Jude Cooke of Katoomba
Friday 12th of April 2013



Mark Gaszman

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Mark Gaszman, of Enmore make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Customer Service Officer, in the postcode of 2042.

After a considerable period of unemployment, Centrelink funded me to attend TAFE
and gain my Certificate IV in Assessment and Workplace Training. This qualification
enabled me to find employmeny with the Australian Public Service and | haven't looked

back since,

TAFE must be one of the most cost-effective ways of reskilling available and leads to a

more qualified, and therefore nimble, workforce,

Submitted by



Mark Gaszman of Enmore
Friday 12th of April 2013



Sage Durham

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Sage Durham, of Holland make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Computer tech, in the postcode of 4121.

I am currently studying Certificate Il Information Technology at Southbank Tafe. | am
very much enjoying the experience and have learnt alot thanks to the great online
teaching facilities and very well looked after classroom facilities. Although i did think
the course price was quite expensive! Even the concessional price seemed a bit out of

the average concessional price range.

Tafe courses are quite hands on and direct - teaching you skills that are valid and up to

date in todays industries.

I have been made redundant last year and have really struggled with my health. This

Tafe course has given me renewed hope and allowed me to pursue a new and



hopefully prosperous career in IT!

Mareeba Environmental College - Mareeba, FNQ.

Increase in course costs.

Increase of fees

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€]l am
currently studying a cert Il in IT at Southbank Tafe. | do believe that Tafe is a corner
stone of education in Australia for Australians and overseas students. Tafe is also a
very important stepping stone for the less fortunate - a way out of poverty and
becoming useful and a prosperous member of society - thus going from leeching to
contributing and creating. It is very very important that governments support this to
their fullest as if TAFE was not here in the future - many people would not be given a

positive opportunity in life.

Submitted by
Sage Durham of Holland
Friday 12th of April 2013



Donna McGregor

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Donna McGregor, of Montmorency make the following statement
on the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a Education Support Staff, in the postcode of 3094.

My 19 yo son is currently attending TAFE. TAFE has allowed him to study Graphic
Design which he has always wanted to do. At the end of VCE his ATAR was lower
than he'd hoped as he suffers mild dyslexia. He would not have had the opportunity to
do Graphic Design without TAFE.

TAFE gives opportunities to Australian's that are more hands on people as opposed to
more academic people. People who don't attain ATAR scores to gain Uni entry need
opportunities to train in fields that are suited to them. TAFE provides these

opportunities. If we lose TAFE we will have a gap in our Education system.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...



Private colleges are a business and concerned with gaining enrolments and not

necessarily concerned with the students having improved work opportunities.

Yes, in 2012 my sons Graphic Design course was 4 days/week and cost me $2500. In

2013 he only has classes 2 days/week and cost $7000.

There appear to fewer classes being offered to students. My son often complains that
there are no office staff to ask questions and there was very little information at start of

the year (possibly because there were very few staff to administer the courses).

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because TAFE
provides further education opportunities to a sector of the community that are not
suited to University. Hands on people need a hands on approach to education. TAFE
is crucial to the employment prospects of people for whom the Academic assessment
system is not suited. Our community need TAFE and our Governments should
continue to fund TAFE rather than closing them down, losing the teachers and selling
off the assets, only to realise we need this type of education and then having to try and

rebuild. Please save our TAFE colleges and get them working well again.

Submitted by
Donna McGregor of Montmorency
Friday 12th of April 2013



Leigh Beshara

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Leigh Beshara, of MORPHETTVILLE make the following statement
on the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a Marine Engineer, in the postcode of 5000.

| am finishing off my education at the AMC in Launceston. | started out as a fitter and
machinist and completed my academic studies for that trade at TAFE. | also hope to
go on from here and study electronics at TAFE as it is a large part of my industry now

and we're given very little training in this area.

TAFE is essential for our education system. It is many things to many different people
but | see it contributing the most in trade training, in bridging the gap between school

and uni for those who have the skill but didn't apply themselves in high school. I think
it is an important institution for supporting ongoing eduction for people in the workforce
and for re-training those of us who have been unlucky enough to lose our jobs later on

in life and who need to be re-trained to become employable again in a job that can



offer decent pay and dignity.

TAFE started me out on this path. | was working in petrol station selling fuel and milk
and bread for a very low wage. | fell into my apprenticeship and was re-introduced to
the education system via my trade training at the Mt Gravatt campus in Qld. This set
the foundation for me to complete my training and then to go and study further to
become a marine engineer. The first part of my marine engineer training was
completed at the Hunter Institute of TAFE in NSW. | don't know what I'd be doing if |
hadn't have gone down this path but TAFE allowed me to progress to where | am
today and I'm positive that | wouldn't be earning the money | now earn or have the

opportunities that | have if it wasn't for TAFE.

| don't live in a regional area.

| haven't had anything to do with any of these private colleges but I've seen some very
concerning evidence in the media about these colleges. I'm unsure as to what is really
happening but if even half of what I've seen in the media is true, then we've got a

serious problem.

Being at the AMC, | can't talk as to how budget cuts have affected any TAFE.

| think there is a place for private colleges in our education system but we should be
maintaining a very strong foundation for our community with government funded TAFE.
We run the risk disadvantaging large parts of our community if we fail to support
TAFE.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because | think

every Australian, whether they use it or not, understands the need for a strong TAFE.



TAFE can be a life line for some, a great start for others and a great way for many of
us to add to and upgrade our existing skills. | plan to use TAFE again in the near

future and consider it vital that this institution is maintained.

Submitted by
Leigh Beshara of MORPHETTVILLE
Friday 12th of April 2013



Pierre Rosso

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Pierre Rosso, of Paradise make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a OPS2, in the postcode of 5063.

Once in Australia to undergo my course of studies in Tourism, | enjoyed very much my
time at local TAFE, appreciating the professionalism and the warm environment they
provided to all of us, overseas students. Here | passed my IELTS test and developed
my own skills until I acquired my diploma. Although | didn't use it for my career path, |
will always remember that challenging period, full of precious tips, recommendations
and encouragement from academic and administrative staff from TAFE. | forged even

bonds that last till now, twelve years after.

TAFE is a smart and unique concept, hardly to be found in European academic setting.
| was forty years of age when | joined my class at TAFE, however | never felt

discriminated/marginalized because of my age or my background, nor by staff or



teachers. It's a fostering environment for those willing to learn, without the fuss of being

at uni.

Whatever | learned at TAFE - whether OHS principles rather than working on excel
spreadsheets- | utilized later on in my new career path. Actually I'm still in the process
to gain RPL in my own area/industry on a different campus, yet feeling the same vibe

as a decade ago!

I live in a capital city, with plenty of options. | just regard TAFE and its staff as the best
possible mix of academic learning and personal growth, whether it applies to a teen
age or a mature student. If cuts of funding will occur, it will be a huge loss for the

Australian education system as a whole.

Yes, as | noticed already twelve years ago. But none can match the TAFE standards.

I'm just hearing about these cuts, and am terrified of disastrous effects they might have

on students.

I've not experienced any impact of these cuts, as | work full time now.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€; |
personally got to know different personnel employed at various TAFE campuses, and
they all showed commitment and pride of their role and value for the society as a

whole.

Submitted by
Pierre Rosso of Paradise
Friday 12th of April 2013



Mary Tahere Fanaeian

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Mary Tahere Fanaeian, of Mount Annan make the following
statement on the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except
where otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a TAFE teacher, in the postcode of 2567.

During the past twenty years that | have worked in TAFE as a P/T teacher, | have
taught so many people who are now, working as teachers, trades persons, computer

experts, psychologists, engineers, nurses, and the list goes on and on.

The courses in TAFE open a window of hope to who ever has been deprived of
education. They could be young people who have dropped out of school system and
desire to go back to education, or mothers whose children are at an age that they feel
they can retrain themselves and develop the necessary skills for work or the people
laid off work due to harsh economic condition in the world who wish to have a change
of career. TAFE is the beacon of hope for the community and assists people to reach

their gold, which in tern allows Australia to be proud of its skilful people and a



prosperous nation.

| have tens and hundreds stories. Sana, a TAFE IT teacher started in Campbelltown
TAFE as a student. She did her Tertiary Preparation Course. She went next door to
UWS and got her degree and for many years she has been our colleague. Any one
who enrols to our per-vocational courses has a story as to why and how s/he has
missed out of schooling and each one of our graduates is an active member of
community who appreciates the second chance given to them and try to repay the

society.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means there is a chance to catch up
with the time lost.I live in Camden and work in Campbelltown TAFE and Miller and
Liverpool. People in these areas have very high regard for TAFE and count on the
availability of its courses. Campbelltown TAFE covers areas down south such as
Picton, Bargo, the Oaks and the huge city of Campbelltown itself. Young people are
very disappointed that we have lost art courses. There is a big concern that because of
the cuts in budget people lose their hope in educating themselves and getting a job
and ameliorating their life. This disappointment could lead to further depression, higher

mental problems and even higher rate of suicide or crime.

It is enough if you go on line and type the name of a course and there will be many
providers that will provide you with certificates and diplomas on line, and all they care
about is getting money from you and providing you with a certificate in a matter of no
time. That is because they are not driven by excellence in education as TAFE strives
to. Our students and apprentices come out of TAFE courses proud of the knowledge
and skills they have learnt and in turn, they provide an honest and thorough service to

the community .



Because of the budget cuts | have witnessed that each time a full time teacher has
retired, the position has been filled in by a part timer and the full time jobs are getting
more and more scarce. | have been working in pre-vocational section of Campbelltown
TAFE for the past 19 years and this year for the first time | was not offered any
teaching work hours in my section, just because of the cuts Mr O'Farrell has brought
on us. We were running successful Career Education for Women course and it had to

be reduced. Our youth classes were closed.

The Individual Learning Centre hours were reduces. In HSC and TPC courses, less
subjects were offered. With It, we will have less students as the fees will be increased

and the same goes with Engineering courses that have already been cut out.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because our
community counts on TAFE and because it provides the best education and trade
training. The measure of prosperity and well management of the resources in a country
is directly related to the amount of importance a country puts on educating its people.
It is shameful to hear they announce 1.8 billion dollar cut to education and the next day
the state treasurer 'coincidently’ finds a billion dollar unaccounted money in his budget

and he does not put it back to where it belongs, education.

Submitted by
Mary Tahere Fanaeian of Mount Annan
Friday 12th of April 2013



Brian Marthick

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Brian Marthick, of North Wollongong make the following statement
on the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a educator, in the postcode of 2500.

TAFE has provided an opportunity for me to gain qualifications in my early career. It

has also allow me to attend several self-development programmes over the years.
It is the 'university' of the people. It allows for so many courses than can only enrich
people who attend there. Not everyone can go to university but having TAFE providing

so many different courses allow for so many people to be better educated.

My partner was able to gain qualifications when he migrated to Australia. TAFE

provided that and set him on his way.

TAFE has already been affected. We have such wonderful faculties, however staff are



not being respected. There is no career path for them. Standards of teaching will drop.

This and outsourcing are resulting in a dumbing down of the usual course. For
example the ESL departments of TAFE FNQ and James Cook Uni (Cairns) are now

private. There will be no passion in the teaching as their was before.

Yes Budget cuts are resulting in TAFE being much less effective than before.

It appears that the cuts to Tafe are a deliberate ploy to privatise TAFE. This will be a

huge mistake

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because Without a
strong government backed system with career teachers we are cutting the throats of so
many future students. It is obvious that many young Australian are p[poorly educated.
A well-funded TAFE can do something towards keeping Australia not only a lucky

country but a smart one

Submitted by
Brian Marthick of North Wollongong
Friday 12th of April 2013



kay Hughes

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, kay Hughes, of CASINO NSW make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a teachers aide, in the postcode of 2470.

| have for the past eight years worked at Casino High School working with Aboriginal
students.During this time | have been privileged to spend a lot of time in the local
Bundjalung community. | recently lost this job as when an expression of interest was
asked for | wasn't Aboriginal and was unsuccessful for this reason. | fortunately was
offered a years work at the local Catholic primary. The friendships formed with
students and former students continues

and two girls told me they wanted to do a particular Tafe course and couldn't as the
price was now around five thousand. This and other factors now make Tafe

unattainable for lots of students and especially Aboriginal students.

Tafe contributes to people like my son and daughter whom both have trades. One is in



the mines and the other has her own business at 23,
she has also taken on a school based apprentice. This has been a nightmare for me
BUT the apprentice is fantastic, as | help with the

the phone calls etc.

I know some students that have done the Iproud course and have given themselves a

second chance. This

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...that students can do a

course

Yes and the fee increase hasn't helped one persons achieve their dream and there
isn't anything for them to a their dream and they are now enrolled in a course they

hate..

Yes as lots of returning students have now dropped out.

It has and local kids are not being offered apprenticeships as they did even five years
ago. So they are now doing Community classes as their are dream course has now

been made unattainable.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€|if you
are prepared and do the right course it can mean a difference to their whole life and
encourage others to do a course as well. When Aboriginal students achieve the whole

community are told and this encourages others.

Submitted by



kay Hughes of CASINO NSW
Friday 12th of April 2013



Patricia Hall

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Patricia Hall, of Taringa make the following statement on the basis
of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| was a part time evening teacher at TAFE in Sydney for 10 years in the 1990's. Even
back then the resourcing was pathetic - we bought our own stationery, did our own
photocopying, shared content, developed our own teaching tools etc. Often the only
information we were given about the curriculum was a one page outline of a 10 week
course! We were paid a pittance, a completely inadequate hourly rate for teaching
hours only, despite the hours we spent on preparation, marking and mentoring. My
husband kept asking me why | kept doing it?

I will tell you why - the students who attended TAFE at night were the most dedicated,
focused people | have ever taught. They were exhausted from working all day but they
brought themselves to TAFE 2 and 3 times per week so that they could improve
themselves, get that promotion, acquire that job, gain that entry into university. They
listened, they participated, they completed their assignments. They had substandard

facilities and little access to help, apart from snatched discussions with the teachers



during breaks. They DESERVED good teachers, they passed their courses with flying
colours. The Human Resource Management subjects | taught, plus the others my
business colleagues taught, helped these students compete favourably with the much
better resourced universities. Our students gained employment and kept in touch with
us for years, such was their gratitude that TAFE teachers would share their
experiences, support and guide them and foster collaborative study skills. Never have |
experienced collegiality like it. Teachers helped and supported each other and
whenever some poor new teacher appeared in the staff room bewildered about the
lack of resourcing, we shared our knowledge, class content, and encouragement with
them.

TAFE has continued to be starved of funding and now it is criticised for it to justify
closure of sites and limit its function. This short-sightedness fails to acknowledge the
vital role TAFE plays in up-skilling, creating pathways, and providing industry
experience to those students who cannot, for various reasons, gain university entry.
Education is the keystone to a decent and evolving society. TAFE is critical, keep it

please.

Submitted by
Patricia Hall of Taringa
Friday 12th of April 2013



Ross Davey

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Ross Davey , of Darlinghurst make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

I've been comming back to TAFE since | first started in 1976.

During a course of study at TAFE in 2011 one of my fellow students effectively saved
my life by by supporting me in continuing the assessments and finishing the course.
Thankfully I'm still studying at TAFE and so is the lady who encourged me to not give
up.

Ross Davey

Submitted by
Ross Davey of Darlinghurst
Friday 12th of April 2013



Michelle Ferlazzo

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Michelle Ferlazzo, of Brunswick East make the following statement
on the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a on sabbatical, in the postcode of 3057.

When | left high school in 1985, the only option for me was to go to a TAFE to study a
Library and Information Services course.

It took several years to finish my course as | was working whilst studying.

If I had not attended TAFE, | would have had not have been able to fulfill my childhood

dream of becoming a Librarian.

Not everyone is interested in going to university.
University does not teach trade or semi-professional courses.

University is not for everyone.



In this country we need people with real training and skills for real jobs. A TAFE offers
this hands down over other education options.
We need tradies - electricians, plumbers, builders; mechanics, auto electricians; aged

care staff, occupational therapists, carers for disabled folk etc etc

| was unable to go to university for a number of reasons. One of which was the
university course, didn't provide the flexibility | needed to study and work. | wanted to
learn real skills and take them to work to practice.

I had only ever wanted to be a Librarian and TAFE was the only option for me.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means... | don't live in a regional
area.

Yes local TAFE's, if they haven't already been decimated need to be able to offer a
variety of courses to regional people so they can learn new skills. There should be on

discrimination in education.

evidence of some of these schools being nothing more than fronts for illegal
immigration. Students not having to attend classes and being passed. Courses offered

which TAFE already offers. etc etc

Hasn't Berwick TAFE closed? That's probably a good example



YES. Staff sacked, depts decimated - the list goes on.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because we need
our tradies and other semi-professionals to be the cogs in the well oiled machine of life.
A university course does not offer the kinds of courses, skills and trades we need to

run as a community.

Submitted by
Michelle Ferlazzo of Brunswick East
Friday 12th of April 2013



Fiona Martin

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Fiona Martin, of Lilyfield make the following statement on the basis
of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a University lecturer, in the postcode of 2040.

My brother and sister-in-law both did diplomas at TAFE and this gave them entry to
university. They are now both successful accountants and this would not have been
possible without TAFE.

Also my daughter did not complete her HSC at school so needed to do an extra

subject and she did this successfully at TAFE

It provides a range of educational opportunities including practical training for such
areas as apprentices, hospitality etc but also prepares some students for furthr study at

university.



My brother and sister-in-law had family issues whilst in High School and did not
perform as well as they might have in the HSC. After a few years they realised that

they needed further education and TAFE was the avenue that provided this.

N/A.

not really - but not paid any attention to this.

There is a reduction in courses offered. Also the quality of teaching has suffered.

There is significant hardship caused by the reduction in courses offered and the lack of
good teaching. Also increases in fees means that poorer students are denied

educational opportunities.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because education
is an investment in our future. TAFE is one of the ways that people who did not get into
University can get an education and a better job and therefore make a better

contribution to society.a€;

Submitted by
Fiona Matrtin of Lilyfield
Friday 12th of April 2013



David Bennett

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, David Bennett, of Klemzig make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a retired lecturer, in the postcode of 5087.

I lectured in TAFE in communication, management, supervision, english etc.
I like to think my lectures helped the hundreds of students | had do their jobs more
effectively thus contributing economically to the country and psychologically to the

students happiness in their jobs

by enabling thousands of students to profit from the technical knowledge and years of

experience of the lecturers

My english language students and the unemployed youth in particular have been given

the skills to try new areas of work



Funding cuts should never be made without first doing an assessment of the current

courses and seeing if they still fulfill a demand. Cuts tend to be made in the abstract

Yes when | was in charge of Real Estate training and the Real Estate industry wanted
to do its own courses. They were only concerned to getting people out into the industry

as quickly as possible to earn a dollar.

No I'm not close enough to it these days

One big way is the push to make bigger colleges and not to allow fully independent
smaller colleges to continue. Closeness to the students in the smaller colleges was

much better for the health of the college and the relevant training of the students

The TAFE sector is the most important training sector for the majority of the post
school sector to get the training they need for a huge range of careers. It improves our

economic efficiency and the fulfillment of the students,

Submitted by
David Bennett of Klemzig
Friday 12th of April 2013



Andy Langford

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Andy Langford, of Merewether Heights make the following
statement on the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except
where otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a Marine Engineer, in the postcode of 2291.

TAFE allowed me to become a licenced electrical fitter mechanic, then retrain as an
instrument fitter when retraining was required due to restructuring at the Newcastle
Steelworks. Then TAFE allowed me to study and become a junior Marine Engineer
before the Newcastle Steelworks closed. This allowed me to step into a new career
within the Australian Maritime Industry. Then TAFE allowed me study to become a
Senior Marine Engineer to become more competitive in a shrinking Australian Maritime
Industry. Now working as a Tug Boat Engineer within Newcastle Port as the coastal
Maritime Industry is being decimated due to abuse of the 457 visa, | am now studying
by correspondence to multi-skill as a Skipper to remain competitive.

In Summary, as Australian industry has shrank due to successive government neglect,

TAFE has been the vehicle that keeps me adaptive to the same shrinking Australian



industry. Now TAFE is shrinking..In the same term that the ALP gave away 600 million
tax payer dollars to a European economic basket case... Allows foreign labour in to do
work that Australians can do and reduce the training facilities such as TAFE at the

same time. Australians are now beautiful sacrificial anodes..

It contributes to a strong and smart workforce when teaching at a TAFE college is an
attractive career. It is not an attractive career when more and more teaching positions

are becoming casual positions.

Yes. More tax payers dollars are being donated to shonky recognised training
organisations. The outcome is poorly trained people that drives the standard of

workmanship down.

Casualisation of teaching positions creates high turn over of staff and a poor outcome

for students.

Teachers positions are being casualised and this causes them to loose motivation.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€The
TAFE sector is absolutely essential for quality training that our workforce desperately

needs.

Submitted by
Andy Langford of Merewether Heights
Friday 12th of April 2013



Robert Nathan

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Robert Nathan, of Shoal Bay make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a retired, in the postcode of 2315.

When the TAFE scheme was first put forward by Maurice lemma’'s NSW LABOR
Government, to set training courses for students without the necessary educational
requirements to reach The High School Certificate, or to go on to University degrees,
and to train them into trade skills which would give them a solid foundation in their
working life, | remember thinking how brilliant lemma’s plan was!

These kids could spend the last 3 years of their schooling, learning a trade skill that
would set them up to earn adult wages as soon as they left TAFE and entered the
community as skilled workers. Why hadn't any Federal politician had the initiative to

bring forward this unique opportunity for our young students, not possessing the



necessary grey matter of their peers?

I remember vividly at the time, that John Howard brazenly, and audaciously attempted
to make it his own policy, but like everything that is simple and just policy, the Liberals
somehow allowed Howard's liking for this TAFE skills policy, to fall by the wayside!
Probably when they looked hard enough at it, they realised that although they would
have been doing something worthwhile for our lesser academic students, they also
saw that they would have been doing something good for ALL Australians,.... and that
just isn't their 'go’.

Actually, it was on Howard's watch, that the skills shortage widened in our country.
Had Howard addressed the skills shortage, the 457 Visas that are so prevailent today,
would never have reached the scale presently being adopted by the largest mining and
Multi-National companies.

The State governments have a duty to work with The Federal Government to advance
and maintain skills for our younger generation! Otherwise, skills will fall behind, again,
and Australia will become a 457 Visa country, with immigrants continuing to take up
positions that would normally be given to our own younger generation, and this is
something that will take our country 'backwards',..... not forwards!

These large mining and Multi-National Companies have an agenda to drive down the
National Wage standards, through 457 Visas, and this cannot be tolerated!

The people of Australia should stand together on this one, and demand that State
Governments comply, and work with The Federal government to maintain our TAFE
skills advancement in this great country.

Call a referendum on it, if need be? Surely Australians would be positive about
advancing skills among our less fortunate younger generation!......The Liberals need to

be given our message!

Robert Nathan.
Shoal Bay, NSW.



Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€]

Submitted by
Robert Nathan of Shoal Bay
Friday 12th of April 2013



Melissa

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Melissa , of Ellenbrook make the following statement on the basis
of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Training consultant, in the postcode of 60609.

If it weren't for tafe my 16 year old daughter would be at a loss. The structured but
adult environment has seen her successfully complete a cert 111 and she will soon
complete cert iv in digital technologies. She then wants to complete a diploma and
head to uni. As a training professional in the worklace | have been consistently
disappointed with the quality of employees completing training at small rto's to the
point that a tafe qual is valued and the others are questionable. Tafe remains one of
the last equity makers, uni costs are high and can leave people with much potential
blocked from improving their qualifications and prospects. People need opportunity. A

society with too many people with nothing left to lose has a sad and dangerous future.

Tafe stands alone in preparing people for work roles and career advancement at a



reasonable cost.

| taught disadvantaged adults for a number of years. After developing basic education
tafe provided a large variety of achieveable courses. For people in difficulty the
certlficate level quals are a great stepping stone. Leave uni after two years and you

have nothing but debt.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...

Absolutely as | said above. Over-priced and unethical in too many cases. They want
their money and | have witnessed lecturers writing assessment answers on white
boards to copy and a blind eye attitude to plagiarism.

Lack of choice in quals, particularly second semester starts.

Less choice and insecurity related to funding

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because without it
the quality of employment ready training for those most needing it will suffer and long
term unemployment will climb

Submitted by

Melissa of Ellenbrook
Friday 12th of April 2013



Paul Gambley

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Paul Gambley, of Bald Hills make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

I am years old and work as a electrician, in the postcode of 4036.

| started my career with a pre vocational course at the Bundaberg TAFE college. This
gave me a stepping stone to a carrer with The Gladstone Port Authority. During my
apprenticeship | also enrolled in other courses at TAFE that in the end | received a
Diploma of Electrical Engineering. Without TAFE and the teachers assistance | would
not have been able to achieve what | have done and accomplished over my years as
an electrician. | now work for one of the biggest manufactures in the country as a

Technician.

TAFE offers a hands on role that helps people develope their technical skills. The

teachers are always available and have been through the trade themselves.



The cuts to TAFE has meant there are less teachers and less courses offered. The

times that are offered are harder to get to and less frequent.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€we
need more tradespeople. There is a shortage out there and if they cut the funding to
TAFE then the younger generation will not have somwhere to go to enter into the

trades.

Submitted by
Paul Gambley of Bald Hills
Friday 12th of April 2013



Stephanie Cunio

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Stephanie Cunio, of North Bondi make the following statement on
the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

I am years old and work as a Union educator, in the postcode of 2026.

I left school the day | was old enough. If it weren't for TAFE | wouldn't have gotten a

School Certificate or Higher School Certificate

It is affordable, vocationally based public education and is necessary to develop a

huge section of our workforce

Me in my HSC. | also have two other close friends who, like me, left school early and

did their HSC's at TAFE. All three of us now have uni degrees and meaningful work.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...



Yes. Some of my colleagues got their assessment & training cert iv from such dodgy

institutions.

For years teaching has become increasingly casualised. | taught at IT from 1997-2002.
During this period, two permanent full time positions in my faculty were abolished when

the incumbents retired.

Casualised teachers with little or no prep time ad resources are OK if they are the
minority. But when they become the majority quality education ans demure work are

sacrificed.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€|it needs

to be. Without it, we will lose a percentage of the skilled workforce of the future

Submitted by
Stephanie Cunio of North Bondi
Friday 12th of April 2013



Adrian Gooneratne

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Adrian Gooneratne, of Lamington make the following statement on
the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a Teacher, in the postcode of 6430.

I learned my trade in TAFE and it is a experience that | treasure to this day.

During the past 23 years, | have earned a living due to the training | got at TAFE.

TAFE provides training for mature aged apprentices who can learn a trade for

themselfs and get a second chance.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...



| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€]

Submitted by
Adrian Gooneratne of Lamington

Friday 12th of April 2013



Michelle Lee

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Michelle Lee, of Pasadena make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a freelance designer, small business owner, visual artist,

full time mother of one and part time student, in the postcode of 5042.

| chose to go to TAFE right after high school as after research it was the best pathway
for the career | wanted. | completed the Advanced Diploma of Advertising and Graphic
Design, it was a fantastic course and many of my fellow students received offers for
employment during the course and shortly after the course. | chose to further my
studies at University which | got much status for. THe TAFE course prepared me for
the much more practical side of graphic design than University could have. | worked as
a graphic designer and art director in the number of years following my courses. | am
currently enrolled in TAFE again doing the Bachelor of Visual arts. | absoloutely LOVE
this course and the facilities are world class. | (along with many at the AC ARTS tafe in

Adelaide) are very worried about them changing the structure of this course and



possibly making it an advanced diploma instead of a degree; also worried about them
changing the usage of the space. Visual arts and performing arts need a lot of space, it
is very different to other types of study where you just need a desk and a computer. It
is equipping me with skills to enhance my career as a visual artist. Art should not be

underestimated for the role it plays in history and our current society.

It works with / alongside industries to create curriculum and has a practical sense as
opposed to university where it is a lot more theoretical based. The lecturers are all
practising their expertise as well as teaching, not just the latter and not in touch with

the real world.

Many of my fellow students are mature age students are who due to many different
circumstances have found themselves with the need to re skill in a different industry. It

is an accessible way for people to study.

Yes there are lots of private and small schools which are not regulated and no
government standards, so people are not really sure what they are getting when they

finish those courses.

Yes, my student fees are going to rise very soon. The lecturers are all very nervous
and there is a general sense of unrest at our tafe in adelaide. We all love our courses
and tafe very much (ACARTS) and since they just sacked our Director, we are really

feeling its all about big business and not about education.

I know the number of classes will probably be reduced when they start restructuring
our tafe at ACARTS. THey will increase the class size and cut number of classes.
Which in turns means lesser flexibility for students able to study at those times and

more student to lecturer ratio.



I have had the most positive experiences in both my TAFE courses so far. It is a
worrying prospect that affordable education does not matter as much as big business.
There will be more and more unskilled people unable to study, and unable to find work
and support themselves thus draining the system on welfare.. It will be a sad day to
find you can only go to university for training. University is very different teaching
method to tafe and having been to both, | find tafe is much, much more approachable
way of learning. | urge them to take notice now and make sure the TAFE sector is

funded well.

Submitted by
Michelle Lee of Pasadena
Friday 12th of April 2013



Kevin Smith

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Kevin Smith, of Mt Pleasant make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Retired, in the postcode of 4740.

| have attended TAFE for a number of courses for qualifications | gained to further my
career. | also have attended TAFE courses to gain knowledge and training in
recreational pursuits. | would like to attend TAFE in the future for further personal

development.

As from my own personal experience TAFE is an important part of the educational
system utilized by many people for employment as well as personal development.

This is particularly so for regional areas.

Living in a regional area means TAFE is the only provider of some of the courses |

have attended previously.



| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded particularly in

regional areas as TAFE provides opportunity otherwise not available.

Submitted by
Kevin Smith of Mt Pleasant
Friday 12th of April 2013



lan Anderson

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, lan Anderson, of Greenvale make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Driver, in the postcode of 3059.

WELL | THINK ITS VERY IMPORTANT TO KEEP TAFE GOING STRONG | grew up

in the TECH School days and i also think that it was wrong to close them down too

where else do they get skills to go on to do trades L IKE metal workers/plumbers

/wood workers etc
Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...
YES

YES



| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€]

Submitted by
lan Anderson of Greenvale
Saturday 13th of April 2013



Brian Bingley

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Brian Bingley, of Noarlunga Downs make the following statement
on the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a Librarian, in the postcode of 5000.

| have a degree but encounter TAFE students from courses of all types in my work

Essential to continuing learning/training for those people either not disposed to tertiary

study or unable to qualify

TAFE is the only game in town for many occupations, eg hairdressing, motor

mechanics, catering industry, etc.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means... a chance to better yourself

and increase job and travel opportunities



Many under resourced organisations in the ESL (English as a 2nd language field)

Havent noticed but havent had direct contact with local ofr central TAFE other than

through students.

Dont know.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because it as an

essential, highly valued pillar of continuing education in Australia.

Submitted by
Brian Bingley of Noarlunga Downs
Saturday 13th of April 2013



Mark Ready

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Mark Ready, of Highbury make the following statement on the basis
of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Lecturer, in the postcode of 5089.

| have worked and studied at tafe for about 20yrs. Two other members of my family

have studied at tafe and received a good start into working life

Tafe has trained each of us to get straight into the job and to be productive.

My wife and | learned business skills which were immediately used effectively in the
workplace.

Our son studied graphic design for a year, gained a traineeship and started his
business which has been successful for ten years, thanks to that first year of solid tafe

training.

A young friend was struggling at high school. He took vet in schools with our Parafield



campus and eventually gained credentials in avionics. He spent some years working

on Hornets and the like before gaining a better position at the sub corp.

We are convinced again and again that tafe provides sound education for a skilled
Australian workforce. More than that tafe instills life and work values which are

essential for a prosperous community

I needed a change of employment so joined my wife in a course at tafe for business
skills. This led to a successful placement where | was able to bring my previous

experience and new skills to the benefit of my new employer, tafe sa.

If I were to live away from the metro area | would be wanting access to the full range of
services for which tafe has been highly regarded. | would be attempting to choose a
location with a strong tafe programs and services.

My network of friends includes many in regional areas and they value tafe very highly.
There's a lot of concern about courses dropping of the list leaving training in the hands

of organisations often less competent.

My tafe has shed positions from support services in the face of exceptional high
enrolment rates.

My tafe has closed and got rid of the staff of the single most effective workgroup
tasked with producing innovative learning materials and marketing materials in a
season where these materials have never been more needed.

These moves have been able to show a few short term budget gains in some
departments but are already costing in others which have to compensate for the

services lost.



Certain students, not eligible for skills for all, are due for far greater course fees than in

the past.

Increasingly lower skills and academic standards of students coming to tafe requires
higher level of input from student support services and foundation skills trainers. Cuts
to these services throw more load on the lecturers who have to compensate, slow
classes down, provide remedial work for struggling students. Better or average
students get frustrated. Overall grades and numbers graduating are down. Tafe gets a

bad name ... .. .. ...

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because our
community relies on a vibrant, positive training environment.
TAFE demonstrates best practice and is the benchmark for vocational training. It can

not be so if it is poorly funded

Submitted by
Mark Ready of Highbury
Saturday 13th of April 2013



Gordon Conn

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Gordon Conn, of Bella Vista make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a TAS Teacher, in the postcode of 2153.

| left school after obtaining my Intermediate Certificate to take up a job as an
Apprentice Boilermaker. This was a 5 year Indentured period requiring me to attend
TAFE for 4 years. | undertook further studies at TAFE in Structural Engineering and
Special Welding whilst | was employed as a Teacher of Boilermaking/Metal

Fabrication.

| believe it is essential for the future growth of Australia that we continue to offer
through TAFE courses that will ensure people continue to be provided with the training
in skills that are needed to guarantee the workforce required to face the challenges for

now and into the future.



| am an example of starting out doing what my dad did, Boilermaking, making a
conscious decision go further in education by attending Evening College to obtain my
Leaving Certificate, gaining a scholarship to become an Education Officer in Child &
Social Welfare, winning a position in TAFE, undertaking further study whilst Teaching

Boilermaking/Metal Fabrication to become a Regional Senior Head Teacher.

I have lived and taught in regional areas where students would travel over100 kms to
undertake courses in Special Welding and have felt the appreciation from those
students that the courses were available to them. To reduce funding and/or reduce the
number of Colleges would severely limit those living outside major cities to get a post

school education.

Any system such as TAFE relies on Government Funding. The current continuing trend
of user pays means when funds are cut fees must rise or services reduced. Once the
fee lemon is squeezed to its limit enrolments fall and classes drop off thus ensuring
suitably trained people are in short supply which seems to mean today untrained
people go on the dole whilst 457 Visas are issued for foreign workers to come here to

work taking their money out of the country.

| urge the committee to ensure future funding ensures the future demands of Industry
are met with TAFE continuing to produce highly skilled personnel thus helping to

continue the growth of our country into the future.

Submitted by
Gordon Conn of Bella Vista
Saturday 13th of April 2013



Anita Ward

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Anita Ward, of Warrnambool make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Enrolled Nurse, in the postcode of 3284.

I was widowed at 36yrs of age and having two young children and no formal
qualifications | soon realized that our financial situation was in decline. With the support
and encouragement of my best friend | enrolled at SWTAFE to undertake a Certificate
in Aged Care. With a low self esteem and little confidence | began the course in 1999.
Since completing this course | have undertaken a number of courses at TAFE ranging
from a return to study program to Cert IV in nursing and resently completing
Administeration in Medication. Without the dedication and understanding of the staff
and the way classes were structured | don't believe | would of achieved the level of

educational | have or be as financially secure that | am in today.

TAFE helps to further develop skills in many areas of todays and the futures work



environment by giving secondary school students an insight to and the opportunity to
undertake TAFE studies as part of their year 11 and 12 studies. Many people use
TAFE as a stepping stone before furthering their education, either at university or in the
trade area. | believe many of our young given the opportunity will find TAFE the right
learning environment for them to further their studies so they too can fit into the work

force in the future.

Without the encouragement of the dedicated SWTAFE staff | would not have
completed a tertiary education. My husband became extremely ill during the Christmas
New Year break of 1999. After consultation with the lectures | learnt that | would have
to defer my course for twelve months.l was totally devasted by this decision and had it
not been for the understanding, caring and proffessional attitude of staff | don't believe |
would of had the confidence to come back to TAFE in 2000 and complete my

certificate.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...that people from all walks of
life can have the opportunity to further their education and standing in life. If TAFE

hadn't been available to me | would have most likely needed government assistance to
raise my children. However | have been able to work, pay taxes and teach my children

that any thing is possible if you work hard enough to achieve what you want.

Sadly I have to say | have noticed that some students that have come into our facility
after completing their aged care certificate at local private colleges are not as confident
nor do they have the same level of understanding of what the job consists of, even to

the point of them openly stating "l don't do showers" well hello who does.

I have noticed budget cuts effecting our local TAFE due to the courses that have been

cut this year such as business management and the newly introduced on-line learning



courses as well as the rise in fees.

As | personally know some of our local TAFE staff | am aware of the pressures they are
under with the extra work loads they have to undertake and the stress being caused in
not knowing if they are going to be made redundant. All this has an impact on their
working life and the care and dedication that they wish to give as well as their personal
life. | am also aware of young people not undertaking TAFE studies this year because
the course is only offered on-line or through the private sector and they don't feel that
they will be able to get the assistance that they need to be able to complete the course.
Not all people can learn from a computer, face to face time is still needed on a weekly

basis.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€ithe
future generations should have the same opportunities that previous generations have
had in the TAFE system. Education should be affordable and excessable to all who

wish to further their education

Submitted by
Anita Ward of Warrnambool
Saturday 13th of April 2013



Joseph Awad

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Joseph Awad, of Greystanes NSW make the following statement
on the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a , in the postcode of 2145.

| have used TAFE college all my life, since leaving high school in year 10, to take on a

cadetship in retail management.

| could not afford to stop working and only study to further my careers. | was 16 years
old when | left school. | did not have the money to pay for my studies and my parents

were not affluent enough to support my studies.

| started TAFE back in 1972 doing retail distribution and supervision to help me
become a retail manager. | managed to achieve that goal. After ten years in that field,
| wanted to change occupation and do welfare studies. So | applied to the University of

NSW in Kensigton to do a BA degree then transfer into welfare studies. | was



accepted. But after starting Uni, my wife became pregnant, so | had to leave after the
first term to find a job to look after my new family. | was then able to go to TAFE while
| was working to further my new studies in welfare. Three years later | succeeded and
found a job in welfare, where | was more helpful to the community for 22 years and
more self satisfied.

| also did other one day courses in some areas of my field to help equip me better

through TAFE over the years

Without TAFE studies, | would not have been able to further my education and benefit
the community more with my new acquired skills and become a better citizen. Such
skills has also helped me manage my life better with more self satisfaction at every

turn.

TAFE courses provides a cost effective study opportunities to less affluent people in
our community. Where an individual can work and study at the same time, which will
help to up skill the workforce, while maintaining an income stream, making it less
taxing on the welfare system (Centrelink) | was a migrant. | came to Australia in 1964
and | was 8 years old. | belief that Australians should have the opportunity to have a
TAFE courses of study to further their skills and fit in better in the work force. Such
courses also has helped some of my friends to have successful businesses too. TAFE
is a source of education that can cater for a variety of jobs for Australian Migrants and

early school leavers, in our community.

If the government wants better skilled workforce in the community and less on the doll,
then it needs to facilitate affordable study places like TAFE institute, to provide the
opportunity for workers and employers to skill their staff while that are productive at the

same time in the work force.



I am a proud Australians and want to be proud of my government to make sure that my
kids have the opportunity to further their skills through affordable Universities and
TAFE colleges to up skill them so they can be productive and service our community

whether it be medicine, law, welfare or business

Without TAFE studies, | would not have been able to study anything, if | could not work
full time and study at night, with courses | can afford. Most courses in my younger
days were free, which provided more incentive to study after working hours and
weekends, to help me earn more money through up skilling myself and benefiting the
community as a whole. If TAFE colleges were to go, the community will pay for it at
the end, through unskilled people roaming the streets, higher unemployment and crime

and more people on the Doll.

TAFE colleges and University benefit the community through a smarter more
educated population, that aid Government bodies be more able to communicate and
reason with. We all need that if we need more peace and a better educated population
that reflect our educational standard, so we can stand proud as a nation among others

leading nations in the world.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...

Yes, | have noticed there is less quality control and public scrutiny in Privately run
colleges. TAFE colleges operate more on international standard. The community are
more critical and scrutinise public departments. People expect a high standard of
educational curriculum that equips a student to a high level of standard.

Private colleges are good, but have less public security about the standard of
performance, since its the Dollar profit figure that is at stake in the long run for Privately

run colleges.



| am not studying much at present, but | assume, the individual has to pay for it and
assume the fees would be higher, which automatically weeds out the people that need
to be there and help keep people employed and progressive in this fast paced world of
profit based employment and highly skilled level of expertise and technology. |
assume we will have less people that are skilled and more on the Doll, increasing the

cost to government in the long run.

Cutting cost from education, especially from TAFE colleges at like attacking the grass
roots of a community. This is ultimately reflective in more costs in other areas in the
community. There is no hiding from that and the Government at the end will pay more
for it. At least now, employers are encouraged to employ since up skilling staff is
affordable through TAFE.

Greatly. school leavers and unskilled people are starting to flood the community | feel.
This is very detrimental to any community. Less satisfied people and more ignorant
community that are difficult to communicate with. We only need to look at third would
countries and affluent countries to see how education has affected the counties state
of health, we all the community pay for in some way or form. That is why my parents

migrated to Australia.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because we as a
community need more skilled and up skilled people to take us to the next generation.
To keep pace with the world trends and technical advancements ahead. By providing
a government managed colleges like TAFE to provide the opportunities for its people
to take up studies in all areas and fields so we are more independent as a nation
without importing skilled people from other countries.

Australian was founded on the opportunity to have a go and have the resources to do

so, made available at an affordable rate for the average individual on an low to an



average income bracket. That the college standard of education is of high standard,
open to public scrutiny and Government accountable to it. That such high standard of

education is in par with international standard world wide.

Submitted by
Joseph Awad of Greystanes NSW
Saturday 13th of April 2013



William Higgins

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

I, William Higgins, of Mount Gravatt make the following statement on
the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a TAFE Teacher, in the postcode of 4122.

| have been a TAFE teacher since 1981 working mainly with Electrical Apprentices.

I am concerned about the ever increasing pressure to reduce the time an apprentice
spends at college. It appears that this pressure has more to do with TAFE saving on
teachers' wages than streamling courses for students.

It could be argued that today's students learn by different ways, but we are not given
enough time, resources and services to develop these resources while we are kept on
overtime for much of the year. There is also good evidence that teachers who
undersand their subject matter and student needs impart a better understanding than
googling assignment questions.

I have taught some NAPS apprentices in a blended delivery format which has been a

very successful enterprise where they completed their apprenticeships in 18 months



during their off time as part of their 10 days on, 10 days off, roster with a Mine.

This model has its place but the students were mature age, hand picked from a large
application list, highly motivated (their pay increased to over $100K on completion) and
usually had a previous trade often with some electrical background.

Most of our regular electrical apprentices are committed to their job and course and

reasonably intelligent but they do not start on the same footing as the NAPS students.

TAFE training overall has had a reputation as being fair and of high quality. It has
been these qualities that have garanteed us of full classes for many years. In many
cases it is the only formal trade training that many tradespeople recieve. Australia has
had a good reputation for producing smart Electricians/Tradies with a dash of good old

Ozzie ingenuity thrown in.

The relative size and population of our country has mean't that the electrician has
designed the installation, run the wires, connected the appliances, installed the
communications, fixed the pump and control circuit, programmed the Logic Controller
and Bus system, tested the installation and sometimes connected the hotwater pipes.

All with one apprenticeship. Other contries have had specialists for each section.

As with the boom in education as an Australian export earner this is a time to be
increasing the level of training of our workforce rather than cutting it up and selling it off
to the highest bidder.

There have been numerous cases where mature age apprentices have come to
college fearful of failure due to very limited academic achievement at school. TAFE has
often given them a new opportunity to improve their knowledge of particularly maths

and english. Their enthusiasm and hard work is often enough to get them through first



year and their desire to understand rather than just rote learn means they generally
perform better than the younger apprentices in the next three years. They have also
identified the flow-on effect this has had on their own childrens' academic

achievement.

Two of my own daughters went to TAFE to improve their OP scores and did courses
that were tied to their emploment. Both performed very well . One has just completed a
diploma, her reading writing and communication ability has improved tremendiously
and she has taken a more responsible role at her workplace. The older daughter
shifted career, completed a Teaching degree and has just been approved for a
permanent teacher position. The quality of their TAFE courses certainly gave them the

ability and confidence to improve their job prospects and worth to the community.

I came from the medium sized town of Maryborough QIld. The choice after school was
to leave home and go on to University in Brisbane or do a trade or some other job in
Maryborough. At the time about 3% of people went on to Uni and for the other 97% the
relevance of the senior years of high school was not as important as it was if you were
a Brisbane student. In more remote country areas this disparity is still much greater as
noted by my daughter who has recently been transferred to Charters Towers as a
teacher.

The level of classroom resources is appaling.

TAFE has played its part in regional towns in bridging some of this gap in opportunities

and the cosequent flow on in terms of relevance of education to high school students.

My first experience with the lower standard of a privately run RTO was when it closed
its doors and we had to take their students as well as accept their previous results
gained with that private RTO. Their foundational concepts about electricity were very

weak and we found it difficult slow down our delivery enough to allow them to catch up



to the rest of the class.

A second instance was a friend who has now almost completed as an electrician. He
did a prevocation course with a private RTO who lost some of his records and
significantly delayed his apprenticeship.

One of our new teachers tells us of his experience. By the time he had completed two
years as a teacher he was one of the most experienced teachers in the company. The
turn over rete per year was about 200% with the average teacher lasting about six
months.

Up until now we have been somewhat insulated form the effects of private RTO's
because our electrical trade is fairly reliant on a high standard of training. Where in
some of our other trade areas there have been large losses of apprentices to private
RTO's (often with them returning a couple of years later) we have always been working
on overtime and with fairly full classes to service our demand. There has been
speculation that changes to the funding model will give private RTO's an advantage
over TAFE and we will lose our market share.

We sometimes hear reports about one niche market for private RTO's. Some of our
forth year apprentices who fail our final (capstone) exam switch across to a private
provider where it is easier to pass and they take a significant part of our funding with

them.

There have been many job cuts in TAFE. We teachers are constantly being told of the
changes that are in the pipeline to our conditions and it is not a pretty story.

On the other hand reports of extra funding to bring our equipment/resources up to
scratch has been written off as a pipe dream.

Even the most dilligent teacher leaves work at night with more work on their desk than
at the start of the day.

Our pay is not all that high compared to what we would be getting if we stayed on the

tools. We have chosen teaching because of the satisfaction of helping people learn



and for the lifestyle that it offers. Some of our teachers are already talking about other
jobs they have been offered.

I hope the predictions are not all true and the future of TAFE can be as strong into the
future as it has been in the past. Our community depends on a robust training system

for apprentices and engineers.

In an attempt to save money, one of our most important and difficult competencies
(subjects) suffered a cut in delivery time from the nominal 120 hours to 84 hours (2

days were lost over Easter). It is the second block run this way.

This competency makes students aware of the electrical design and equipment
required to provide safety to people, livestock and property when wiring installations. In

other word to prevent electrocution, fires and injiry from electrical apparatus.

The teachers only found out about the reduction in hours on the week before the first
block's delivery. Of the approximately 25 students 5 students did not even turn up for
the last day of classes yesterday because the pressure of completing the course in the
reduced time was too great. We have had mature students breaking down in class and
one of the student's wife ring up for assistance to help him to get through this time.
Other students were discussing waking up at night having night mares about their
exams.

We were unable to cover some of the Essential Skills and Knowledge and will have to
organise some extra classes when they return for their next block but the blocks are so

full that this remedial effort will occur peicemeal over a number of intakes of students.

Another teacher was asked and agreed to a similar time reduction in his competency
on the condition extra equipment be purchased to allow a radical new approach to be

used. The equipment list was submitted last year and agreed upon but has not been



provided even though the classes have had to go ahead in the shortened delivery time.
There has been an impact on classes, hardship and a reduction in the quality of the

TAFE brand due to cuts in our electrical department.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because Australia
needs an intellegent workforce. Many of the principles learnt at TAFE are the same
that were taught 50 years ago and they are the key to understanding most of the newer
developments. Others look at the latest developments. We often only have one go at
training our trades people and after that it is up to them or their employers to modify
the base knowledge for newer technologies. Let's make it a good effort.

There are a number of flow on effects from a firm base knowlege. Just like in medicine

or law the community pays for shoddy practices.

Many TAFE students find a new relavence to education after they have failed or

performed poorly at high school and it can give these people a second chance.

These students' children also benefit form a smarter Mum or Dad with added
community benefits. TAFE has also provided a tertiary stepping stone in regional

communities further reinforcing the benefit of education.

TAFE has a good reputation and it would be a shame to destroy that reputation by
changing too much too quickly because of idealogical rather than educationalional

factors.

Ad hoc decisions primarially concerned with saving money are having major effects on
our courses and students including depression, attrition and loss of wages when they

have to repeat a block of study without pay.



The funding cuts and negative threats to Teachers' conditions are also having the
effect of increased work loads with a reduction of job satisfaction. Surely a 200%pa
staff turn-over rate must be bad for the community, students,teachers as well as our

business.

Submitted by
William Higgins of Mount Gravatt
Saturday 13th of April 2013



Mary-Kate Khoo

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Mary-Kate Khoo, of North Toowoomba make the following
statement on the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except
where otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a freelance designer, in the postcode of 4350.

| went to Uni after leaving school and did a Bachelor of Arts (lllustration/Graphic
Design), followed by a Graduate Diploma (Animation). | also completed a short course
in Photoshop through TAFE in Brisbane and was most impressed by the efficient
delivery of knowledge. | worked for several years work in the television industry as a
Production Designer before | moved to a regional city (Toowoomba) and became a full
time mum (with the odd bit of freelance graphic design work on the side - largely self
taught). As my children are now become more independent, | enrolled in TAFE-SQIT
at the start of this year to upgrade my skills in the field of Graphic Design. | was faced
with the options of purchasing expensive software and self teaching, or going back to
TAFE and buying educational versions of the software. | am so pleased | chose the

latter as even after the first term | have been so impressed with the course and time



management/workforce ready focus. My aim is to be workforce ready again within 18

months and feel confident the skills | am learning now will ensure this happens.

The TAFE focus is for students to acquire the skills necessary to be workforce ready. |
spent 4 years in the university system at the end of which | was well educated but
virtually unemployable. Whilst working many unskilled jobs, | ended up doing voluntary
work on weekends for two years before | was offered a uni-skills relevant job. | find
TAFE really refreshing in that | know | will be workforce ready immediately upon the
completion of the course. | believe TAFE does create a strong australian workforce

because the focus on real work is so strong.

As a mature aged student TAFE is certainly giving me a second chance. The
specialised skills | acquired pre-children are no longer useful to me now that | live in a
regional city. There have been rapid and huge changes to the nature of graphic design

work in the time | have been away form the workforce.

As a mum, | still have commitments to picking up and dropping off children etc. TAFE,
being local, has been ideal in that | am able to juggle my commitments with the
children with study - and mostly during school hours. | did have the option of USQ
courses but preferred the TAFE course structure, the speed of knowledge delivery, and
work ready focus. The convenience of location has also played a role in my decision to
choose SQIT. | am very concerned about the proposed TAFE funding cuts, and

therefore my future employment prospects.

I don't know of any private colleges offering the skill set | am seeking in my area.

I have only just begun back at TAFE this year so | don't feel able to comment on this

guestion.



I have only just begun back at TAFE this year so | don't feel able to comment on this
guestion as | can't compare the services | am receiving from that which was offered

before the cuts.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€l really
want to return to the workforce and know that through upskilling with TAFE, this is my

best and quickest option to do so.

Submitted by
Mary-Kate Khoo of North Toowoomba
Saturday 13th of April 2013



Karen Cassidy

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Karen Cassidy, of Kenwick make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a bookkeeper, in the postcode of 6107.

I am currently attending TAFE. | would find it difficult to further my education any other
way.
| attend TAFE part time.l looked at all different ways of doing this and this was the only

way that suits my life.
| am currently raising a 10yo grand son and we still have a 17yo at home.
It's an alternative more intimate way of learning. Not everyone can do TEE at that

young age. TAFE is an alternative way of achieving TEE and even better still - it gives

alternate Trade qualifications for those not so academically minded and it can up skill



people wishing to return to the workforce.

See above

| live in Perth WA - there's nowhere near the extent of courses available - some unis

are lowering their standards

Yes - | enquired with some open colleges - the qualifications | believe were dubious -
more interested in signing you up than anything else. One college course said |
needed to attend a Uni 2 days per term - that sounded ok - except the closest Uni |

could attend was in Adelaide and I'm in Perth!

The staffing has been cut - lecturers are expected to lecture more - with less time
available. Courses are being cut - while qualification expectations are rising. Not

everyone wants to go to Uni - TAFE is desperately needed to shore up the workdorce.
See above

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€ithe
young people at a loss when leaving year 12 because they're not academically minded
can complete pre - apprenticeship courses - more mature age people wishing to go

back into the workforce can upskill

Submitted by



Karen Cassidy of Kenwick
Saturday 13th of April 2013



Justin Richards

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Justin Richards, of Padbury make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a sys tech, in the postcode of 6440.

TAFE was accessible and at that time was an institution that pandered to my particular
thirst for knowledge. | remember over hearing classes in the hallways that i so much
wanted to be part of and in no time at all found myself a part of those classes. Initially,

I would just invite myself in and then latter | would formally enrol.

TAFE is accessible. It has changed from when | was initially a student but it had/has
lecturers so full of enthusiasm that it rubs of on the students. It inspires, gets down to
the nitty gritty and the interesting stuff. Employers always appreciated TAFE grads for

their good mix of theory and hands on.

It gave me a first chance. | wanted so much to be a technician and it well prepared me



for my chosen career. It also gave me a second chance when | discovered | really

needed to up-scale my qualifications.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...

I am not familiar with these. All | can say is that my TAFE experiencel consider to be
first class. | have been sent on private training courses by my employer and they

rarely meet the standards that | experienced while at TAFE.

| have not attended TAFE for some time, but was surprised by the fees last time |
attended. | must mention that | considered these fees fair both in my early days and

later attendance.

Again, unfortunately | am out of the loop and unable to comment.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becauseag€]it
provides a pathway for those that may not believe or have the confidence early on
(while they are still very very young) in their careers to attend university and provides
that all important stepping stone. Some people take a little longer to truly shine or
simply dont have the resources or home life to enable them to take on the challenges
of university life. It is an institution that has and hopefully will continue to uncover
those precious diamonds in the rough. | enjoyed my TAFE life immensely, | was
surprised to later learn that a friend attending Uni was envious as we got to get down
and hands on in electronics and computer science where they were more concerned
with theory. Dont get me wrong, in my TAFE days, they were heavy on theory but also
heavy on practice which was enjoyable. Please keep such an institution alive for like
minded young folk. | have done very well for myself and the community and | owe it all
to TAFE. Justin



Submitted by
Justin Richards of Padbury
Saturday 13th of April 2013



Les Fortescue

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Les Fortescue, of Gordon make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Audio Visual Technician, in the postcode of 2906.

TAFE gave me my basic trade skills as a Carpenter & Joiner. | have over the years
completed an Electronics Certificate but have notice the availability of other trade skills
courses becoming less and less. The advantage of getting face to face training with a

seior tradesperson is invaluable.

The handing on of skills through TAFE training is something that cannot be replaced.
The values and skills that were taught to me by the trade teachers have stayed with

me through my whole life.

I have had some dealings with young people who have had a troubled background. 1

have been able to influence them to go through TAFE and get a trade and they have



all turne out to be fine young people and some very skilled tradespeople.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...

not to my knowledge

yes. courses available in our area have reduced significantly over the the years

The reduction in funding of courses through local TAFEs has resulted in anumber of

courses becoming unavailable.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because the
training of skilled tradespeople is the foundation of our society. It gives Australia self
sufficient services without the need to hunt overseas for people. | know we have lost
tradeskills in regionals areas due to the fact of having to commute long distances to

attend TAFE. We need to look after our TAFE system.

Submitted by
Les Fortescue of Gordon
Saturday 13th of April 2013



George Piggins

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, George Piggins, of Jannali make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Technician, in the postcode of 2226.
| gained my Electrical Fitter Mechanics Trade Certificate back in 1991 and ever since
have been using the skills and knowledge that | aquired. Currently | am considering a

Diploma inTelecommunications as my current role is with Telstra.

The TAFE system is a strong basis for those who choose to use it. It is an essential

tool to educate and train people in their chosen fields.

I left school before completing year 11 and after a short period in the workforce entered

the TAFE system to commence my Trade Certificate.



| can not reiterate enough how important the TAFE system was to me and my career

and would hope it is available to my children when they require it.

Submitted by
George Piggins of Jannali
Saturday 13th of April 2013



jennie arnold

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

I, jennie arnold, of babinda make the following statement on the basis
of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a teacher, in the postcode of 4861.

| work at Cairns TAFE in the Indigenous faculty and have done for more than 10 years.
I have seen the difference our TAFE programs have made to indigenous students in

remote queensland...offering them the chance to upskill and gain some qualifications

Cairns TAFE has many industry connections. We work with employers to find out what
their staff need for training and we work out programs that suit the workplace as well

as meet the national training requirements

Many of our indigenous students are women who have been working for many years in
the local councils and other community organisations . These women have many skills

but have never had the chance to gain tertiary qualifications before. Our programs



have helped them further their work abilities and provide formal qualifications for their

skills

Teaching TAFE courses in remote gld has ennabled many indigenous students to gain
skills and gain employment. Our remote programs have been cut severely to the Cape
and Torres Straits...so much so that we cannot afford to run workshops in remote
communities for our indigenous students this year. Without the TAFE presence many
Cape communities will not be able to take advantage of certificate training in a variety

of courses.

Many RTOs have set up in Cairns and the Far North to make money from govt funded
remote programs. We find that Cairns TAFE often has to come and clean up the mess
after a failed RTO course has been delivered. TAFE have the experience and the
infrastructure and the connections with community organisations to build and reinforce
training in the far north. TAFE needs to be re inforced and supported in its remote

delivery- not handicapped by limited offerings.

Cairns TAFE remote campuses have been closed. We dont have a Bamaga campus
to run courses in any more. Our funding has been cut to remote communities so that
we are unable to offer as many courses or travel to as many communities. We are
even unable to offer as many Cairns based workshops to our indigenous students
because of Abstudy and Away from Base funding cuts- so our residential workshops
are getting more and more limited. Espe;cially hard on indigenous students who need

more support and more F2F than non indigenous students!

Cuts to Cairns TAFe have meant we can offer less programs. we have fewer staff on
the ground to help with the massive paper trail that we need to commit to for audit

purposes. we have less money to purchase class texts and less money to travel to



remote communities. we have less time to develop appropriate courses. we have lost
a lot of experienced staff and now have many casual contract staff...less cohesive

training programs.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because it is made
up of many very committed teachers and other staff who have great experience in

making tertiary education happen for a lot of australians.

Submitted by
jennie arnold of babinda
Saturday 13th of April 2013



Rosa Nguyen

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Rosa Nguyen, of West Pymble make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Greenwich Hospital, in the postcode of 2065.

TAFE is a big step to make many lives getting better by having a good job, business or

to help many students to continue to University

TAFE helps to increase the skillful people in many fields, the important role in the

workforce
TAFE helped me in learning the first step in my Nursing career when | didn't have
enough confident to go direct to the University. TAFE helped me to become EN, to get

good job, good experience. Then | stepped forward and completed my degree after all.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...



| could see a lot of private courses for Cert I, IV in nursing.
Many graduated students but poor knowledge in dealing with patients, increasing the

numbers of incidents

through Union and Media

will effect badly as unable to update the change in technologies, unable to support

students in studying

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because TAFE is

the big step to many Australian’ future

Submitted by
Rosa Nguyen of West Pymble
Saturday 13th of April 2013



Diane O'Mara

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Diane O'Mara, of Gulgong make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a pensioner, in the postcode of 2852.

| have attended TAFE in the past. Many years ago | studied organic farming at the
local campus, which helped me in my business of a herb nursery. This course is no
longer available. Also I did evening courses in IT in my small town of Gulgong so | did
not have to travel at night. | would have liked to pursue my interests in the fine arts but
was unable to do so because of constraints in my life. These courses are now
completely out of the question for me because of their affordability / availability. | have
known many people who have bettered themselves as a result of TAFE. Many of them
studied art and creative courses, allowing them to escape the depression or other ill
being they were in, In other cases TAFE has allowed people a second chance of
education, having dropped out of school at an early age unqualified. Similarly TAFE

has provided opportunities for women to return to the workforce in a more fulfilling way



after raising a family. They have also provided the more disadvantaged members of

our community to engage in education to improve their lot in life.

TAFE provides opportunities for :

-people to enrol and graduate from courses that would otherwise be geographically
impossible.

-training and new career paths for women who have been out of the workforce raising
a family.

-people needing a second chance of education. These are usually the more
disadvantaged members of our community.

-provides a new career path as teachers for qualified people who are no longer able to
pursue their chosen career.

-allows people to explore their creativity which often improves their wellbeing. This

point alone has the potential to greatly reduce the govt health expenditure.

I have known women who were unable to join the workforce, being involved in
programs such as New Opportunities for Women and then going on to do more study
and leading full productive lives in new careers. | have younger relatives who left
school early who went back to TAFE later in life to become qualified as tradesmen.
There were many subsidies available for these courses which helped to keep these

people at TAFE to complete these studies.

Mudgee TAFE services a large area. The adjacent DubboTAFE campus is over 100
kms away, and Orange is over 2 hours drive away. Several courses are no longer
available at Mudgee which disadvantages our region severely. Funding cuts have a lot

to answer for.



As | live in a small rural community | am not aware of this happening where i am.

However | do not doubt for a second that this is occurring.

Many of my friends are no longer able to finish courses they have started eg diplomas
in ceramics. Other friends have lost their jobs at TAFE or had their hours reduced.

The upshot is the variety of courses available at TAFE has been severely diminished.

Friends of mine have spoken to me about being unable to continue their courses
because of the massive increase in fees. In some cases they have lost the ability to
obtain the diploma they were working towards. Many TAFE teachers i know have lost
their jobs, especially in the creative arts field. Others in the IT area have had their

hours reduced.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because it is the
lifeblood of our community. It provides a promise of hope for a better future. Creative
Arts is a major contributor to the Australian economy. Without a properly funded TAFE
system this enormously valuable industry will be severely compromised, and the next

generation of artists, writers etc will be truly disadvantaged.

Submitted by
Diane O'Mara of Gulgong
Saturday 13th of April 2013



Nicholas Ernest

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Nicholas Ernest, of Springwood make the following statement on
the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a Landscaper, in the postcode of 2777.

| am an older bloke who left school early and with the coming of computers | told
myself | would miss out as | was just not bright enough.

TAFE at age 43 taught me computer skills which allowed me to study happily
conservation and land management for several years.

| now operate my own landscaping business and use those skills plus much of the
course leaning in my business.

And at the time it was practically free. Had it not been | would not have been able to
undertake the study and would likely have missed the the most productive time of my

life.

Teaching practical skills, helping people to grow self esteem, building relationships.



And most importantly for me learning how build and maintain personal networks and

how to communicate with clients.

| was a drunk who at 41 was rapidly failing health wise and next to useless
productively, entered a rehabilitation service with the Salvation Army. Once this period
was completed | began certificate 1 to get my brain going and after 3 months joined the
Diploma course in CALM.

I am now a productive man and no longer a burden to my fellow's.

Fortunately | was able to catch the train from the Blue Mountains to Ultimo.

No | don't take any interest.

For me to return to study now | would put severe strains on our budget. No longer

affordable.

Cost increases limiting opportunity.

Publicly run education is the only real option. Profit requirements of business make it
very difficult for many to do extra study.

If I was now in the position | was in ten years ago | would have great difficulty
achieving what | have.

Leaving school early is often the only option as it was for me, being able to return to
education through TAFE enriches us all.

TAFE is very important to me.

Regards Nick Ernest

Submitted by



Nicholas Ernest of Springwood
Saturday 13th of April 2013



Reg Boyle

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Reg Boyle, of Westleigh make the following statement on the basis
of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

Reg Boyle

Boree Place

Westleigh

2120
bandb4@optusnet.com.au
02 9481.9977

Committee Secretary
House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600
Australia

I, Reg Boyle, of Westleigh make the following statement on the basis of my personal



knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise stated.
| am 75 years old and am retired, live at postcode of 2120.

I was born in 1937 still influenced by the depression and then the deprivation of war.

Opportunity for a higher education was financially out of reach in a family of five boys.

During my electrical apprenticeship | had to attend "college" two evening a week for

five years and still be at work to clock-in by 7am.

My father had been immobilized by a stroke when | turned 13.

From the extraordinary grounding provided by my "college" | later moved to a higher
level of employment requiring still further retraining and my ability to undertake these
changes may be laid directly the door of the teachers who helped me in those
formative years. Certainly NOT at the door of the company who employed me at 20%

of a trades-man's wage. Pure usury.

I have encountered some dreadful condescension from those with upper levels of
education, as if those who undertake the real work are lesser beings and | fear this

committee to which you refer may be tainted by such superior attitudes.

I have since taught part-time at TAFE and | can assure the reader that my practical
comprehension and ability to cut through the crap has been to the benefit of the few

students | have encountered,

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means... freedom from educational
stagnation and an impetus to discover further layers of education over and above the

service industry.



The inflated status of higher education needs to be transferred to

those who have to work harder to develop their ability.

The state school | attended in Queensland far surpassed the performance of all
schools in the state, including the private ones, which is why it had to be closed and |
see

a mirror of this action in the down-grading of TAFE.

| only read about them and am desperately aware that such short-sighted attitudes
could only come from the condescending products of higher education. Status is
important, especially through the years of struggle before melting away to nothing at

retirement.

Young people need to see their efforts as respected and valued in the community, not

sneered at by those born to such condescension.

| think it has but then | turn 76 in a few day and all | see is a continual undermining of
those young people whose potential is being allowed to wither and die. Conservative

government are well known for such neglect.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because if you
do-NOT you will be grubbing away the very foundations of Australian Society and the
electorate never forgets, as the Thatcher supporters are now finding out.

Submitted by

Reg Boyle of Westleigh

Saturday 13th of April 2013



Submitted by
Reg Boyle of Westleigh
Saturday 13th of April 2013



George Bonakey

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, George Bonakey, of Bangor make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a TAFE teacher, in the postcode of 2500.

| am a qualified Charted Architect with more than 30 years professional experience,
and 20 years experience as a teacher of Architectural Technology at Wollongong
TAFE NSW.

I have contributed countless unpaid hours of my own time to stay abreast with
emerging technologies such as Building Information Modelling which | pass on to my
students who will need these skill sets in their professional careers. | have experienced
first hand what the vocational education policies of both Federal and State
governments mean in reality to TAFE students, and | am truly appalled by the mean
spirited and misguided views of politicians who have cut TAFE funding to the point
where this time honoured and respected institution is in my opinion irreparably

damaged.



Many of my former students have built satisfying and profitable careers as a result of
the education they obtained through TAFE. This is proof that TAFE works, and
changes many lives for the better. TAFE has helped to build our economy, and
prosperity.

Now TAFE teachers and support have been told to do more with less, but we have
reached the point where it is no longer possible to deliver courses to the same high
standard as in the past. Course funding has been cut. Course hours have been cut by
as much as 144 hours annually simply because governments refuse to meet their
obligations to society. Staff development funding has diminished to the point where
teachers such as myself must fund their own professional development to stay current
with new technologies. This approach if unsustainable, and if continued, TAFE will
effectively cease to exist. This is the reality of government policy!

Australia needs a highly educated and skilled workforce to ensure we remain
internationally competitive, and to maintain a robust and resilient economy, and the

prosperity we enjoy today.

Ignorant government policy based on flawed ideology is putting all this at risk. The

guality of governance in Australia today is lamentable.

We need inspirational leadership as well as talent and vision from our politicians and

governments.

Sadly, as evidenced by VET and education policies of both major parties and their

leaders, the political talent and will is simply non existent. Australia deserves better.

TAFE contributes enormously to developing a smart and skilled workforce. It is these
skills that build a strong economy. It is these skills that provide national prosperity. It is

these skill that keep us internationally competitive.



A small but highly skilled and innovative workforce is essential to Australia's future, and
TAFE has been at the very centre of developing the skills needed for the future,

especially in those skills involving innovative technologies.

Many of my students could not afford a university education. Many come from
disadvantages socioeconomic backgrounds. TAFE provided them with the opportunity
to change their lives for the better, by giving them the opportunity to gain skills
demanded by industry. Students with disabilities have adapted computer technologies
to become productive and employable members of society whereas before the advent
of such technologies they would have been compelled to remain on welfare.Only TAFE
could

achieve results such as this.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means a second chance for
disadvantaged members of society. This applies not only to school leavers, but also to
mature aged students who want to change careers for a range of reasons such as
disabilities, workplace injuries or simply to gain the skills required to enter a more

rewarding career option.

The expose of private VET providers in Victoria by the ABC's 7:30 Report showed just
how much damage has been done by misguided government VET policy. TAFE
colleges in Victoria have been decimated while unscrupulous private providers take
advantage of government funding, often disappearing after a very short time leaving
students with substandard qualifications, or even halfway through courses, with
nowhere else to go. This is now being repeated in other states. Governments do not
own TAFE. It belongs to the people, and governments are merely custodians

responsible for maintaining this public asset.



Yes. Hours in our course have been slashed from 22 hours per week, to 18 hours per
week. Facilities are not being upgraded, class sizes have increased, and staff support
services have been cut.

There are no more savings to be had. Further cuts will simply mean that many more

course will simply cease to exist.

Yes. In New South Wales, government cuts are destroying TAFE, whilst offering no
alternative. The government can no longer rely on the goodwill of teachers and support
staff to keep the system afloat by working unpaid hours to make up the shortfall. We
have reached the point of no return. Many teachers my age will soon retire, and thee is
no succession plan or strategy to replace them. Unless government policy is reversed,
there will be no future for TAFE, or the students who rely on TAFE to gain the skills

they need for meaningful employment.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because Australia's
future prosperity demands a skilled workforce. Education for all must be freely
accessible and affordable. Only TAFE can provide such education. The private sector
being driven and motivated solely by profit should not be handed control of vocational
education to the detriment of TAFE, because they cannot provide the level of skills
needed by students and industry. The Victorian experience provides stark testimony to

this fact.

Submitted by
George Bonakey of Bangor
Saturday 13th of April 2013



clem stubbs

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, clem stubbs, of caboolture make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

at the age of 16 went to work at a mine as offsider to many men fitters ,welders
,plumbers,worked with lots of machinery, convayers of all sorts.most of all leant to work
with men and make decisions of my own. that was my Tafe .Now when these people
want to break up what the Tafe is doing for our young they are going back in time. they
are thinking about money to fund the Tafe. they must look to other country who do not
put profit first, Train your work force with TAFE for better conditions, better economy,
better country.

some people look at their feet when talking maney are in opposition.

WE NEED More Money for the TAFE education Look ahead.

Submitted by
clem stubbs of caboolture
Saturday 13th of April 2013



John Sandercock

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, John Sandercock, of Hillcrest make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a lecturer, in the postcode of 4101.

TAFE gave me the formal education and skills to move from unemployment to a career
in teaching. It has also helped my wife become employed as a book-keeper, by giving

her the necessary training to get a job.

The TAFE | work at has an excellant record at getting students there jobs, with industry
very keen on employing our graduates. QUT finds their students who start with us

constantly perform better than other students.

TAFE allowed me to get the formal education to get out of a closed career into a more

exciting future, where | can make a difference, and enjoy my work.



Working as an RTO as well as at TAFE, | realize that there are private RTOs who want
to do a good job, but there are many who just want the money. A comment from one
RTO was "There should be no problem progressing theses students, after all their
company would not employ them if they couldn't do it".Obviously, this is wrong. As
trainers, we are there to ensure these people get the skills they need, not just assume

they have them!

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because it makes a
difference to people's lives. We have a terrific record in getting people a job. Without

us, jobs would go offshore, and more people here would be unemployed.

Submitted by
John Sandercock of Hillcrest
Saturday 13th of April 2013



Lynda Britz

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Lynda Britz, of Fingal Bay make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a Teacher, in the postcode of 2315.

Tafe gave me the qualifications to work at a job | enjoyed very much for 15 years,

organising small group travel to Asia and Africa.
Tafe gives the training and skills for essential work in our community.

Students who don't see the purpose of a general school education often focus on

vocational training.
Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...

Those private college courses seem to lack depth and detail, and are overpriced.



Tafe has been trimmed over the past 20 years and a very useful resource has been

diminished.

Fees have increased considerably and this may mean some students do not gain

gualifications.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because it is an

essential part of the education system

Submitted by
Lynda Britz of Fingal Bay
Saturday 13th of April 2013



Malcolm Butchart

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Malcolm Butchart, of Annerley make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a fitter, in the postcode of 4103.

| did 3 years at Tafe as part of my apprenticeship.

Tafe gives apprentices the skills to work in their chosen trade. Not all places of

work/employers offer the diversity of skills that Tafe does.

| think Tafe gives kids that didn't enjoy school much the chance to still learn and get a

trade.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...



| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€]

Submitted by
Malcolm Butchart of Annerley
Saturday 13th of April 2013



Richard Simmons

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Richard Simmons, of REDBANK PLAINS make the following
statement on the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except
where otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a teacher, in the postcode of 4303.

twoof my children received apprenticeship training through TAFE. It gave them the

skills to sucessfully compete in the job market.

TAFE delivers quality training that is relevant to current work practices. Private
providers to often only care about pushing people through to get a fast buck. TAFE
gives real value.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...

There is a large increase in students being trained by private providers. These

providers provide computer resources where the student trains on line These trainers



provide no practical hands on training have no workshops or tools and can operate out
of the boot of a car. Yet receive the same funding per student as TAFE does which

provides all resourses and and student support.

The local TAFE has recently cut it's arts program.

TAFE is starved for adequate funding this impacts on the training that can be

delivered. Many useful programs need to be cut if they are not profitable.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because if we lose
TAFE we lose a generation of well trained young people fitted with skills we need to
be competitive.

Our educational institutions should be about providing quality training not about making
a profit. The value in TAFE is training a future competitive workforce that will contribute
to the economy of this great nation. Compromising quality training for a fast buck will

cause more problems than it will solve.

Submitted by
Richard Simmons of REDBANK PLAINS
Saturday 13th of April 2013



Margaret Carey

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Margaret Carey, of DULWICH HILL make the following statement
on the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

I am years old and work as a Director, in the postcode of 2031.

In the early 1980's | went to East Sydney Tech and spent two years doing an ART
Certificate. It was the best and most engaging bout of education | have ever had. It
was hands on, practical and inspiring (something even universities miss sometimes).
To a large degree it was the professionalism of the teachers that brought life to
subjects and | believe that face to face teaching is the most important factor when

considering how people learn.

Currently | am the Director of a long day care centre and am horrified by the evidence |
see. Many centres now take on trainees but, to get the most work from these trainees,
the learning component of the Certificate Il in Children's Services is provided by a

for-profit training group. Often the theory is all through booklets, and | know that some



organisations now have on line learning, which is as far as | am concerned not even a

valid educational experience.

The quality and support received from some of these organisations is appalling. |
believe that young people are being exploited by the child care sector, and the quality
of their learning is completely compromised. TAFE has always had a great reputation
for providing quality training courses, indeed it was once the backbone of everything

from butchery to arts.

The TAFE system, and indeed the systems of apprenticeships and traineeships play a
fundamental role in the training of young people. It is usually their first encounter with
work based training and in a completely different environment to school. It is an
organisation that has credibility and should remain as an educational institution that is

there to serve the community.

When | went to TAFE all those years ago it was after dropping out of college, then
working in the public service but going to East Sydney Tech meant | was able to step
into the art world, which | had always be drawn to. This led to continuing with art
studied (a Bachelor of Arts) and then a Diploma of Education. TAFE was the place

where this career path began.

As | mentioned before | work in the child care sector and the increase in poorly
regulated private colleges is glaringly obvious. The standards of both the educational
component and the quality of teaching is sadly lacking. It is all about the training
college making money, not about supporting students learning.If this is the future of

training we are stuffed.



| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because it is vital
that the skills based training sector is not taken over by poorly run, mismanaged and

substandard operators.

Submitted by
Margaret Carey of DULWICH HILL
Saturday 13th of April 2013



Tracy king

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Tracy king, of Sunbury make the following statement on the basis
of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a security officer, in the postcode of 3429.

My 2 daughters are doing tafe at the moment.

Tafe is needed as an alternate to uni

Practical work skills are taught not uni.

Our teenagers and young adults need to have
Access to skills training in our local areas to keep
Families together and auxiliary monies saved.
Instead of bringing in overseas workers.

We should train our own citizens to give them

Purpose hope great conditions and pride in them selves



And their country.

Tafe has given a friend if mine a better education and is now a Tafe

Teacher.

Regional areas would suffer greatly if Tafes are reduced of cut leaving more

unemployed youth to ho on centrelink benefits.

There are a lot more training organisations that don't provide training To tafe standards

My Childrens Tafe fees has risen dramatically since the increases

The increase in fees means | gave ti work longer and more hrs to ho support them. It

has put my retirement back a out 4 years.

Higher Tafe fees means | have to worm more shifts longer shifts to support them.

Probably put. My retirement plans back about 4 years

Submitted by
Tracy king of Sunbury
Saturday 13th of April 2013



Hanna Van Hekken Whiteley

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Hanna Van Hekken Whiteley, of Kirrawee make the following
statement on the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except
where otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a Security Guard, in the postcode of 200.

| want to go back to Tafe, and do an adult computer course, so | can change my
employment, as | must work until I am 65 and half years old. | must stand for the time
that | am working and want to work part time in the are that I live, and | MUST get

computer skills to even be looked at.

Tafe has also been around so that any body can go back and study, some people cant

get into university this is another way

| have a friend who lives in Lismore had it not been for Tafe he could not have found

another job. And learned other skills



No | dont, but | do have friends onces the funding is cut that will make it hard for them

to re-educate them self

| cant comment on that

Yes as | am trying to enroll in some courses | am limited to what | can do and when |

cando it

Yes | wanted to do some courses and | am unable to find a course

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because, if you
cant get into University as least you can do a course that could help you find another

job in another field.

Submitted by
Hanna Van Hekken Whiteley of Kirrawee
Saturday 13th of April 2013



Martin Hogan

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Martin Hogan, of Mornington make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a builder, in the postcode of 3931.

| am currently doing Architectural Drafting at Chisholm Institute in Frankston. This is a
way of me sharing my knowledge and continuing my contribution to the building &

design industry as my physical ability declines.

The rapid adoption of BIM (Building Information Modelling) is an example of structural
change and by upgrading my skills | am able to participate. The alternative to ongoing
professional development is irrelevance. | have seen a definite improvement in my

health and social contribution since engaging in ongoing training.

Our greatest renewable energy resource is our brain.



Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means | can keep connected to the
developments in the industry while still contributing to my community and family at

home.

The level of overwork by the teachers at Frankston is palpable. They are obviously
underresourced as they are teaching face to face 30 hours a week and more. There is
opportunity for more online delivery of teaching material but there is no time for them to
develop these resources. Online delivery would be an adjunct to the face to face

delivery but it is being hampered by lack of resources.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because it is

industry and jobs focused.

Submitted by
Martin Hogan of Mornington
Saturday 13th of April 2013



Peter LEITH

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Peter LEITH, of Heidelberg West make the following statement on
the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

I am years old and work as a counsellor, in the postcode of 3081.

I am 83 (and a half) years old. All five of my post secondary qualifications were
gained from TAFE colleges.
I have eight grandchildren and KNOW that education is the best way to a better life.

for them as it has been for me.....

| would like to comment on one aspect of the (many) ways in which gutting the TAFE
system is damaging Australia...

| live close to the Bell Street Mall and NMIT Building Trades campus on Bell Street....
Since the Victorian Government cut TAFE funding there are many fewer young men
and women in the Bell Street Mall at morning tea and lunch times....

There are also many MORE young people hanging around The Mall at other times of



the day with nothing to do...

Apart frfom its other damaging side effects cutting TAFE funding WILL lead to an
increase in juvenile delinquency and crime...

Contacts in the Juvenile Justice system tell me that thisis already happening....
Peter Leith.

.see above.....

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...Not Applicable....

| used to work at Faurfield and discovered a plethora of "colleges" offering
"qualifications” in such trades as hospitality and Hairdressing to (largely) people of a
non-English speaking background. Speaking with many of them | found them to be

dissatisfied with the high fees charged for "skills training” that was not marketable.....

see above.....

... Swinburn has closed its Lilydale Campus. The sole TAG+FE provider for a large
area of outer Melbourne....Other TAFES, such as NMIT have cut the number of their

Courses....

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€]
1. Australia will NEVER be "the smart country” without a strong, viable TAFE sector.
2. Youth unemployment, delinquency and juvenile crine will increase.

3. In five years time we will HAVE TO import skilled labour

Submitted by



Peter LEITH of Heidelberg West
Saturday 13th of April 2013



Rebecca Davey

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Rebecca Davey, of Kilsyth make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a library technician, in the postcode of 3137.

When | left school, | knew | didn't want to go to university because | am not an
academic person. When | learnt about the Library Technician Certificate running at the
TAFE near where | lived, it seemed the perfect fit as it gave me the opportunity to learn
and then put my learning in to place immediately through the work experience
programme.

As a hands on learner, this method of training suited me well, and the skills that | learnt
at TAFE have allowed me to work in a wide variety of libraries around Australia and in
England. I've stayed working in the industry my entire life, upgrading my qualifications
at TAFE as further training became available.

My TAFE training set me up for life - it gave me the opportunity to take part in

meaningful employment, to contribute to society. | now work in a TAFE library, so | am



able to play a part in the education of other hands on learners, who in turn will go on to

employment and a fulfilling life.

People will always want to learn in different ways, and being able to study at TAFE
give less academic people, such as myself, the opportunity to learn in a supportive
environment. Trade training is ideally offered in TAFE, where the teachers have
mostly worked in the industry themselves before coming in to teaching, so they can
prepare the apprentices for the workplace in a meaningful way. Trainees have already
experienced repairing or testing a piece of equipment before they get to the workplace,
so can offer more value to their employers.

Studying at TAFE also gives people the opportunity to progress to further study, to
improve their skills and employability at a higher level.

Studying at TAFE also enables affordable training to the disadvantaged and
disenfranchised within our communities. With subsidised training, students have
access to a range of support services, which can allow them to overcome otherwise
insurmountable obstacles, and go on to meaningful work and life.

Studying at TAFE also means that employers can be sure that training is done to a
high national or state standard, as the delivery of training is monitored carefully.
TAFEs have established relationships with industry and can therefore respond to

changes in training requirements.

Budget cuts have resulted in course cuts at the TAFE where | work. The first course
cuts happened shortly after the budget cuts were announced in May 2012, and the
announcement of teacher cuts came soon after. Support services were cut soon after
with my own area having to lose 6 staff from a total of 35. This has resulted in a

reduction of services to staff and students at the campuses. In December 2012 there



were further course cuts announced, and more staff were laid off.

My TAFE is still offering study support - it's a service that will make a difference to
whether a student completes their studies, or drops out because they feel they can't
succeed. They have obviously realised that it's an investment that they need to make
to ensure students get the best possible outcome for their enrolment, even though

funding for these services has been dismantled.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because training
offered at TAFE is well rounded and designed for hands on learners, it is relevant to
the industry, and properly monitored for quality and assurance. Most importantly,
TAFE education should be the government's investment in the future of the state and

the country's skills education.

Submitted by
Rebecca Davey of Kilsyth
Saturday 13th of April 2013



Suellen Sellwood

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Suellen Sellwood, of Maryborough make the following statement on
the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a Technician, in the postcode of 4650.

Moving to a regional area and being a single working parent, TAFE was the most
accessible and flexible avenue for me to complete 2 Certificate IV courses related to
my current employment. With credit transfer and RPL from my previous University
studies, | completed one Cert IV in six months.

Both my children have also completed further studies via TAFE. One at Diploma level,

the other a trade certificate.

Employers of today want multi-skilled employees with the ability to keep up-to-date

with technology.The range of short courses available at TAFE can provide those skills.

When my friend a qualified chef was widowed, she couldn't keep working the



unsociable hours required and find suitable childcare for her 2 young children.

She had to quit her job and rely on Government benefits for the family income. She
volunteered at her children's primary school as a parent helper and a year later was
offered employment as a part-time teacher aide. She undertook a certificate of early
childhood education via TAFE and now has permanent employment with Education
QLD.

TAFE is the only avenue for tertiary education in most regional areas.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€; not

everyone needs a University Degree to be a skilled employee.

Submitted by
Suellen Sellwood of Maryborough
Saturday 13th of April 2013



Alexander Mackenzie

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Alexander Mackenzie, of Granville make the following statement on
the basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where
otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a horticulturist, in the postcode of 2142.

Without TAFE | would never have been able to go on to further education at university.
TAFE also kept me engaged during a long period of underemployment and gave me

the confidence to pursue my dreams.

TAFE provides an alternative means to achieving life goals and a means of keeping
the disillusioned engaged with broader society. The attainment of skills in an
encouraging environment can make the difference between a productive member of

society and someone who relies on government handouts.

| left school early due to family issues but was able to continue learning through

attending short courses at TAFE and also external studies. When | decided to pursue



my dreams of further education to attain a higher qualification TAFE provided the
means via the Tertiary Preparation Certificate. This ultimately lead to me receiving a
Degree at the University of Technology, Sydney which has in turn provided the

platform for a successful career in local government.

| currently reside in Sydney but it was a country town TAFE (Armidale) that gave me

the opportunity to pursue further education.

Yes, I've done work sponsored courses elsewhere to attain various tickets (eg:
chemical application, traffic control) and have been disgusted by the lack of detail as

the "non essential” was ignored or rushed through so everyone could go home early.

| am aware of the stress that cutbacks are undermining the morale of staff with

consequent implication for the quality of education being provided.

In my experience TAFE has been the means of providing education, skill attainment
and enhancement and community cohesion in both city and country areas. The
disempowerment of the TAFE system through ongoing funding cuts threatens the very

fabric that holds together our society.

| believe it is essential that the TAFE sector is funded for the future of our society. It
provides a means of reengaging those who were not able to succeed at school and
ensures their own particular gifts are given the opportunity to flourish. TAFE also
provides a means of refreshing those who want to continue to learn, often in a very
practical way, without the financial and higher learning stresses associated with

university study.

Submitted by



Alexander Mackenzie of Granville
Saturday 13th of April 2013



Nikki Campbell

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Nikki Campbell, of Toowong make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a library technician, in the postcode of 4066.

At the age of 44 | started a TAFE course, I'd left school at 16, so it was a daunting idea
to begin study again. It was a very positive experience, although it took me 5 years
part time to complete a 2 year full time diploma, I'm extremely grateful that this was
available. | have worked in the industry from the year | started my Library and
Information Services diploma. | love the work | do, it is a career. Work in the past was

just a job to make ends meet and that was difficult as unskilled work is not well paid.

My daughter has also completed 2 diplomas - Music (performance) and Music
Business. She is glowing in her praise for the system, lecturers and institution. She has
also spent time at university and found that the TAFE system suits her better, a more

personal and considered approach, ensuring that everyone is keeping pace, lots of



practical experience to instill confidence, supportive staff who have a lot of experience

in the industry.

A university education is not for everybody. Nor should it be. Although jobs today are
ever evolving it does not mean that the way through is the same either. A better skilled
workforce will be practical as well as theoretical. TAFE is a great way to upgrade and
retrain too. | know various people with degrees eg architects who attended TAFE for

project management courses.

| have also had personal experience at another local TAFE where | was unable to
continue a course as the cuts to classes were so severe, that 10 people were unable to
enrol in the class as it had reached it's capacity. The full time lecturer's teaching hours
were cut as he is paid less if he is not doing face to face teaching. So we have a
lecturer going to work 5 days a week, but instructing students for only two. Courses
were combined, there were too many students, resources and studios were empty for

more than 50% of the time. What a shocking state of affairs, so wasteful.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because it is a
shortsighted strategy for saving money. What investment for the future? It takes a long
time to build systems that are functional, useful and viable, easy to pull them down, but

costly and slow to rebuild.

Submitted by
Nikki Campbell of Toowong
Saturday 13th of April 2013



Ken Wildy

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Ken Wildy, of Sydney make the following statement on the basis of
my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise stated.

| am years old and work as a Retired Nurse; , in the postcode of 2160.

Our family constructed Trade Schools in W A> | attended Trade School [TAFE] Cadet
Builder.(Leederville Tech) Served Apprenticeship in WA. Taught my traditional ancient
stained glass skills to 'pre-apprentice’ crews & 4 yrs Night Adult School[TAFE].
Structured TAFE course. Taught TRADE skills at Karnett Prison Farm WA. Attended
ULTIMO TAFE(Syd) more study. These skills [ shared and learnt] gave me chance to
complete unique works and represent ‘'MY AUSTRALIA' via AUSTRADE in Singapore
& H/Kong Aussie Expos x 2. | exported because | WAS TAUGHT AT our TAFE
Facilities. My trade-expertise gained me a Churchill Fellowship. TAFE is not "just
about trade skills". It gives direction/correct focus/ care for your fellow mates...male or
female. Sure taught values of needing good skills and not being some 'dork’ who

claims to "know it all" and can't tell you if they need a hammer, shovel, or drill bit. :)



Skills can be learnt every day in any setting, IF you retain an open-mind. It is so so
very real:- **If the student is not better than the teacher..then the teaching has failed**
At TAFE with correct pedagogy and less of the crap some go with, life skills / via TAFE/
will give our work-force an advanced and greater capacity to advance. Be they in trade,
health, and the full arena of Courses, teachers MUST be retained and not reduced.
And many courses and skills do "interface and cross-over their uniqueness and

VALUE-ADD™. Now that is being ***Oh so smart and diverse***.

Schools in the past were based on 'student learning what our traditions were about'.
Too few had trades taught< If you dared wanted to or asked for them; in most cases
you were "shunned told you were silly or stupid.” Not everyone can LEARN via books.
FACT:- Communication is 16.78 % verbal..the remainder is 'body-language’.

""" DROP-OUTS did take place absconding petty-crime lead to more serious
types"".>> Middle Eastern kids | know are undertaking TAFE..2nd Chance for
them..good citizens/kind/respectful/supportive of their ill mum/never any social issues.
These programs were not at their 'places of learning = standard high school. THEY

next want to go to UNI...awesome and | help them in anyway | can.

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means... Simply put, if any State
Govt abuses the Federal Education advancements now underway, they need to be
"replaced and Stood-Down". Liberal 'cat-scratching' carries many known and unknown
pathogens. Hon B O' Farrell MP can't treat our next generation like the past one was.
SKILLS KNOWLEDGE TEACHING [ not meant to replace parenting :( ] is essential. |
would not have gained my skills without discipline | was TAUGHT @ TAFE... no way.

Learning and teaching is not " All about the $$3$$ fixation of petty-political 'media
propaganda negativity' to me that is in 2013 utter abuse and verging on criminality by
assuming we, the population are ill-educated and dumb. Cut or slash it is not

acceptable in N S W or Australia.



Can't comment as | do not attend. | can report, based on kids | know, and media
reports via well informed teachers that 'have been stood down', Private Colleges that
once relied on good teachers due to 'generic faith based Colleges' dedicated via 'a
vocational calling', no $$%$'s required :) don't exist now. Sadly, money is the fixation
and driving force. This must cease, as too few have the entire range of ‘capacity’ that is
needed in 2013 and onward. To me, the entire education system for better skills,
greater expanded teaching needs to have ""open-eyes™ share it all; as we live in an
open society and have rights in this democracy. Or is it an autocracy of domination by
the rich vs lower social strata i.e. 'working classes' ? Why not have total share? Kids
are kids...don't rob them of that freedom and impose ADULT TWISTED MINDSETS

please. Thank you.

Agreed in so many ways. Syd Uni Campus OMG food-outlets r so so expensive;
disgusting prices. Students do go without food. Campus staff do so much that is 'not in
job description’. Cut --- slash even online courses hv been reduced. How can anyone
in Rural Australia get ahead that way Mr 'Liberal' B O' F ? Education is now a

foot-ball..wrong.

Yes, as new-job seekers, even after TAFE and still doing TAFE studies, work 2-3 jobs
to exist with increased Liberal NSW Govt inflicted hardship. AND with respect, it is all
too political and NOT student or educationally focused. "AGENDA AGENDA". Total
crap, smoke screen diatribe. What was close-by, now added travel time needed. Lack

of home-life and that heads to 'sleep deprivation + anxiety increase' in any home.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€] of the
above and Oh as a past teacher, nurse and a remaining Unionist, | could write a

booklet on this issue.



Submitted by
Ken Wildy of Sydney
Saturday 13th of April 2013



Wendy O'Brien

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Wendy O'Brien, of Flinders make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a retired, in the postcode of 2529.
| worked for 30 years in the area of Special Needs Education and have now retired.

Not every school leaver is destined for a university education but all school leavers
ARE entitled to further training to enable them to contribute fully to the community in

which they live and to the country as a whole.

In my experience, TAFE was an invaluable part of the developing education of both
Year 10 and senior students with particular learning and health issues that may have
impacted on their futures in the workforce. | was able to liaise with excellent TAFE
teachers and coordinators who helped me organise courses, on the job training and

counselling whilst students were at school and continuing support when they left.



Absolutely INVALUABLE!

Not living in a big area, being able to go to TAFE means...

| live in the lllawarra so there is no problem - at the moment! ( Although | am not aware

of course deletions etc.) It would be disastrous if this were to change.

| am not in a position to comment except to say there are a number of such institutions

in the area.

Because | am no longer in education, | cannot comment.

| am unable to comment.

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded because ALL
students, no matter what there abilities are, deserve the very best further education the
state can offer. It is imperative that students be given the opportunity to attend a
government run institution that is above reproach and cannot fall into the traps of self
promotion and financial gain for the individuals or groups running them. ALL students
should be given a level playing field on which to learn. | fear that this ideal would be
severely jeopardised if TAFE were to be downgraded or if it were to be disbanded in
favour of private providers. This is possibly one of the most serious cuts to education a
state government could make and merely for the financial effects on the government
purse. Don't let them play with TAFE and the excellent role it has always played in

educating young people.a€,

Submitted by
Wendy O'Brien of Flinders



Saturday 13th of April 2013



Irene Snow

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, Irene Snow, of Bayswater make the following statement on the
basis of my personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise
stated.

| am years old and work as a retired, in the postcode of 6053.

| went to tafe in my 50's to improve my job prospects and attained a cert 3 in Human
Services ( disability) | worked in that field for 20 years until retirement. | have also

learnt computers 30 yrs ago and two languages

It is very important for education when formal education has finished. It is important for

new arrivals to the country to assimilate and for unemployed to gain new skills.

As | was at home raising children for a long time my previous skills had become
obsolete | was able to re-skill and importantly accrue superannuation which is

improving my retirement



| previously lived in a regional area where Tafe was very important as the only tertiary

education

no

no not aware

haven't any knowledge of this but am sure it would have impacted

| urge the committee to ensure that our TAFE sector is well-funded becausea€lit is
such a vital way to improve the living standards of many older australians as well as
the young

Submitted by

Irene Snow of Bayswater
Saturday 13th of April 2013



3 Carinda Road

Committee Secretary

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Education and Employment
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

|, , of Canterbury make the following statement on the basis of my
personal knowledge and beliefs, except where otherwise stated.

| attended a count