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SALINITY SCIENCE REPORT
ScienceOvercoming Salinity:

Coordinatingandextendingthesciencetoaddwssthenation’ssalinitypzvblem

RELEASEDTODAY

Salinity research must be better coordinated and communicated, according to the House of
RepresentativesScienceand Innovation Committee report into combatingthenation’ssalinityproblem
tabledtoday.

The Committeeconcludesthatit is vital thatviablesalinitymanagementoptionsaredevelopedand
communicatedto catchmentmanagementorganisationsandlandmanagers.

ReleasingthereportSde’zr~OwtwingSalinity,the Committee Chair Mr Gaxy NaimMP said~“The
recommendationsmadein thereportareaimedat improvingthe coordinationofsalinitysciencefrom
the researchlevel throughto its applicationon theground.”

“We mustensurethatfarmersandcatchmentmanagementorganisationsdealingwith theproblemof
salinityon-groundaxe equippedwith thenecessaryknowledgeandresourcesto fight salinity,” he said.
“We shouldalsocontinueto find economicallyviable managementoptions,andif therearegapsin our
scientific knowledgetheseneedto be addressed.”

The report’s24 recommendationsfall into sevenbroadthemes:
• enhancingthemechanismsbywhichsalinityreseaxthis includedin regionalnaturalresource

managementplanningprocesses;
• assessingthenatureandextentof theAustralianGovemment’sinvestmentsin salinityresearch

anddevelopmentactivities;
• improvingthecoordinationofthe salinityresearcheffort, particularlythoughthecontinuation

andexpansionof theNationalDrylandSalinityProgram;
• encouragingthedevelopmentofnew,economicallyviablesalinitymanagementoptions,andthe

establishmentof anR&D fundto financestrategicsalinityresearch;
• improving salinitydatacollection,managementandretrievalsystems;
• ensuringthatrelevantsalinity researchis extendedto users,particularlyfarmersandcatchment

managementorganisations;and
• encouragingprivatesectorinvolvementin salinityresearch,developmentandextension.
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Accordingto Mr NaimMP: “Ensuringthatsoundscientific researchunderpinseffortsto manage
salinityis vital if the nationis goingto effectivelyaddressthis pressingenvironmentalproblem.Salinity
is an issuethatcannotbe solvedby governmentsalone.Indeedsomeofthe mostpromising
developmentsin salinity researchanddevelopmentarebeingmadebytheprivatesector,andsuccessful
on-groundworks axebeingundertakenlocallyby farmers.Thus,we mustensurethatviable
managementoptionsaredevelopedandextendedto landmanagersbattlingsalinity.”

BACKGROUND INFORMATION TO THE INQUIRY:

The inquirywaslaunchedin August2003.In additionto advertisingtheinquixy; the Committeewrote
to morethan250stakeholdersinviting themto makesubmissions.Publichearingswereconductedin
Sydney,WaggaWagga,Shepparton,PerthandCanberrafrom Octoberto December2003.In total, 60
witnesseswereexamined.

The Committeereceived81 submissionsfromabroadrangeof organisationsandindividuals,
including:Australianandstategovernmentdepartmentsandagencieswith responsibilityfor natural
resourcemanagement;regionalcatchmentmanagementorganisations;thehighereducationsectorand
privatesectororganisationsinvolvedin productdevelopmentandtheprovisionof extensionservices.

Submissionsto theinquiry,hearingtranscriptsandthefull termsof referencecanbe accessedfromthe
Committee’swebsite:www.aph.gov.au/house/committee/scin/salinity/

The i~poit is availableonthecommitteewebsite,asar~ submissionsto the inquiry, hearing
transcripts andthe full temis ofr~fei~nce:
www.aph.gov.au/house/coniniittee/scin/salinity/

For media comment,pleasecontactthe Committee Chair, Gary Naim MP, on:
(02) 6277 4939(Parliament House)or (02)62973952(ElectomteOffice)

For furtherinformation, pleasecontacttheCommitteeSecretariat
on (02) 62774150orviaemailatScin.Reps@aph.gov.au
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