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CommitteeSecretary
JointStandingCommitteeonTreaties
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600

DearMr Rees

OnMonday14 August2006,I appearedbeforetheJointStandingCommitteeon
Treaties(JSCOT)in relationto thechangesto theharmonizedcommoditydescription
andcodingsystemto comeinto effecton 1 January2007. Theproposedamendments
impactonannexes2C and2D oftheSingapore-AustraliaFreeTradeAgreement
(SAFTA) andannexes4-A and5-A oftheAustralia-UnitedStatesFreeTrade
Agreement(AUSFTA).

In attemptingto answerthequestionon advancerulings, I undertookto checkfor the
Committeewhethertariff classificationadvancerulingsis anadministrativeprocessor a
legislativeprocess.Customs’Tariff Policy Sectionhasclarified thatin Australia,
advancetariff classificationrulingsarean administrativeprocess.

Yourssincerely

MatthewBannon
DirectorValuation& Origin
TradeBranch

protecting our borders


