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DearMr Neville

RE: Public hearing on regional radio, conductedby theHouseof
RepresentativesStanding Committee onCommunications,Transport and
the Arts (19February 2001),at Logan, Qld.

A submissionwaspresentedto thehearingon behalfofATSIC by ProfessorJohn
HartleyofQUT andMr RoderickFraserofATSIC.Duringthesessionmembers
exploredseveralquestionsonwhichwe would like to presentfurtherinformation.

(a) HaveanyIndigenousstationswith communitylicensessoldthefulifive minutesof
sponsorshipthatis allowed,for anysegments?(HansardCTA 394).

Thecommunitylicenseis seenby manyIndigenousbroadcastersasaninappropriate
category,giventheirstations’nationalstatusasaprimarybroadcastingservicefor
Indigenouspeople.Thecriticism ofthe communitylicenseis not simplyaboutits
limited sponsorshipcapacity.

However,a goodexampleofIndigenousradiostationssellingtheirsponsorshiptime
is Teabba.CurrentlyTeabbahasaround23 BRACSstations,which areall
coordinatedviatheircommunityradiobroadcast.Teabbaofferssponsorshippackages
to assistprospectiveclients,andasan easywayofcoordinatingfundsto BRACS
units.

Their clientshaveincludedATSIC (electioninformation),sportsstores,the
QuarantineService,theDepartmentof HealthandFamily Law andacardealership.

Thesponsorshippackagestheyoffer are: $1 10-$330perweek(10-30spots);casual
spotsat $22; communityannouncementsat $10. Theyalsooffer someoftheir
servicesto clients.Chargesare:productionat $50;translationsat $100;andstudio
time at $50 perhour.

(b) InformationwassoughtaboutATSIC‘s support,fundingandpolicy in theareaof
practical initiatives (asopposedto Canberrabasedones).(HansardCTA 396).

ATSIC supportsbroadcastinginitiativesoutsideCanberrathroughregionalcouncils
andoffices.TheyarealsolocatingtheOutputGroupResponsibilityCentrein Alice



Springs.Practicalsupportfor individual stationscomesin the form ofpaid
advertising.

(c) HowmuchnetworkingofNIRSmaterial is takenby individualBRACS,NIRS,and
NIMAA stations,andhow manyhoursperday do theybroadcastoftheir own
material(HansardCTA 398-9).

TheCommitteewaspressingherefor detailsaboutanetworkon apresumptionthat it
is alreadygearedup for comprehensiveself-monitoring.Suchactivity requireslevels
of research,secretariatsupport,governanceprotocolsandfinancingthatonewould
expectfrom anationalbroadcaster.It doesneedto bestressedthatthe casebeing
arguedby ATSIC is in factthat sucha service— theNationalIndigenousBroadcasting
ServiceorNIBS — needsto be established.

In themeantime,ATSIC regularly sponsorsorcommissionsresearchreportsinto
BRACS andotherIndigenousbroadcastingmatters.Someofthesereportsare
referencedin ouroriginalwrittensubmissionto you (submission#190,“Regional
Radio:An IndigenousPerspective”).

Inpractice,the amountofprogranimingthat stationstakefrom theexistingNIRS
networkvariesgreatly.NIRSnow hasavery comprehensiveprogramline-up.Many
stationstakeprogramssuchasTalkBlackandMurri Voicesduringtheday.

TherecentlaunchoftheNationalIndigenousNewsServicehasbeenahugesuccess.
Nearlyall oftheNIRS networktakesthis serviceon aregularbasis.

Outsideofnormalbusinesshoursa lot ofstationstakeNIRS. Timesthatthis occurs
startfrom about5:00pmandgo throughuntil the 6:00amprogramstarts.

SpecialeventbroadcastssuchasthecoverageofAFL football on weekends,
TamworthCountryMusicFestival,LauraFestivaletc.arealsotakenby themajority
ofthenetwork.NIRS itselfhastriedto getamorecomprehensiveaccountof who
takestheirserviceandwhen,but theirefforts to datehavenotbeensuccessful(this
informationwassuppliedby GerryPyne,ofNIRS).

(d) Therewasa questionaboutthetransmissionfootprint ofBRACSstations
(HansardCTA 401).

ThepowerofatypicalBRACS unit is 10 wattsERPforthe FM services.This results
in acoverageof about1 5-20kms.On averagethedemographicof listenersis about85
to 95 percentIndigenouspeople.

I hopethis additionalinformationis helpful to theCommittee.

With bestwishes,

ProfessorJohnHartley,DeanofCreativeIndustries,QUT
(Consultantto ATSIC)


