
41 Judith Street
Armidale.

NSW.2350.
Phone:(02~67722217

2.4/10/2000
The CommitteeSecret
HouseCommunicatioi
ParliamentHouse
Canberra,2600. 1

DearSir/Madam.

I haveonly just hearof theParliamentaryInquiry into theadequacyof regionalradio
services,soI hastento put down somethoughtsin the hopethat theywill reachyou in
time.

Regionalradio is crucial to countryandcoastalareas.One-thirdof NSW’speoplelive
in theseareas,but governmentservicesin mostfields arelessthanthosethat capital
cities enjoyandarediminishing. Soastrongradionetwork is essentialto inform
peopleof all thatis going on in their districts,economically,culturally, politically, in
sportand,not least,with the weather. Werely on ourABC for suchinformation. We
alsorely on it for theairing of issuesof concernto regionalAustraliawhich demand
discussionandaction. Furthermore,regionalABC staffusedto be ableto do research
on regional issuesandthus helpto keepboth rural andcity peopleinformedof country
matterswhichmayaffect themdirectlyandindirectly. (Good liaisonwith city media
canallow for suchusefulsharingof material.)

Unfortunately,fundingreductionsto theABC over the lastfifteenyearshavemeant
thatprogramproducersandpresentersarenot too limited in numberandtoo stressedto
enablethis to bedonenowadays,certainlynot to their satisfactionnor to thatof country
people. The presentationof countrynewsin city andnationalmedia(print and
electronic)is generallyscanty,poorly researchedandgenerallytrivial. This has
increasedthefeelingof regional peoplethat theyareunvaluedandmarginalised.
Equally,time andfinancial resourcesarenot nowavailableto allow for quality
programmingon regionalradio. Stressedstaffdo the bestthattheycan,andfor this
regionalpeoplearegrateful. But we feel thatourFederalGovernmentshouldprovide
funding (that is, our taxmoney)so thatregionalradiocanbe of the qualitywhich ~ye
need.

Commercialisationof theABC is somethingthat regionalpeoplefear. Whenratings
andmoneyconcernspredominateminority interests,including thoseof largeminorities
suchasnon-metropolitanpeople,tendto be neglected.Weneedastrong,well-funded,
independentABC.

For thoseof uswholive in non-metropolitanareasthe ABC is especiallyimportant.
This is becausewe havemuchmorelimited accessthancity peopleto adult education,
theatre,concerts,avariety of films, associationsconcernedwith diverseleisure
interests,governmentservicesandgoodtelephoneandinformationtechnologyservices.
The variousradioservicesin part icular go someway to coveringthesedeficiencies,
thatis, in areaswherequality receptionof them is available. Theseincludethe
enrichinganddiverseRadio National,ClassicFM andTriple J.

Many partsof regionalAustraliahavepoor or non-existentreceptionof thesenational
networks. A priority shouldbe that all areasgain quality transmissions.Theseservices
alsohelpregionalpeopleto feel part of ournation.

I urge.you to recommendincreasedfundingto theABC. Commercialnetworkssimply
do not supplywhattheABC doesnow,norwhat it might do muchbetterif it were
adequatelyfunded. _______

Yourssincerely,

~~i•-t~~c~LU~ ~
Priscilla J.Coniior
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