
Richmond Shire Council
50 Goldring Street, Richm nil ~ ~ ~-~~‘°

P.O. Box 18
Telephone (07) 4741 327
Facsimile (07) 4741 3308

Our Ref.:

Your Ref.:

25
th October,2(

TheCommitteeSecretary
HouseCommunicationsCommittee
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA. A.C.T. 2600

Dear Sir,

Re: RADIO INDUSTRY INQUIRY

Referenceis madeto theabovementionedmatter. Pleasefind enclosedherewithSubmissionto
theRadioIndustryInquiry on behalfoftheRichmondShireCouncil.

Yours faithflully,

John Scarce
CHIEF EXECUTWE OFFICER

Secretary

RECEIVED

27 OCT 2000
HOUSE O .i..~ ~TATi’JES

STANDING COMMITTEE ON
~OMMUNICATIONS. TRANSPORT AND

THE ARTS

Please addressall
communications to

the Chief ExecutiveOfficer
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TransportandtheArts
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Richmond Shire Council
50 Goldring Street, Richmond, N.Q. 4822
P.O. Box 18
Telephone (07) 4741 3277
Facsimile (07) 4741 3308

Our Ref.:

Your Ref.:

RADIO INDUSTRY INQUIRY - SUBMISSION

TheRichmondShireCouncil coversan areaof27,000km2with apopulationofapproximately
1200. The main centre is the township of Richmond, where approximately80% of the
populationreside.

Richmond’sonly radio serviceis the ABC via 4JK and Council hasinstalledvia self help,
4TAB which is transmittedto thetownship only. To providethis service,theShirehasto rent
a licencefrom a firm in Dubbo,New South Wales. The Shirefoundthis necessarywhenthe
ABC ceasedracingbroadcasting.

TheShirealsoownsvia selfhelp,3 televisionstations,beingImparja, SBSandCentral7. The
ABC owns andoperatestheir ownTV re-transmission.

While onefirm in DubboNSWownsanumberofexistinglicencesthroughoutthecountryareas
andis not preparedto utilize them, thereis very little limited chanceofnon-metropolitanradio
broadcasting.Thefirm will ofcourserent themat anominatedfee.

A secondradiostationwould enhancethequality of life of theresidentsof Richmond. Providing
amuchneededvariety, optionsanddiffering ideas.

Having only onechoicein radiostations,doesnot allow thecommunityto hearalternativepoints
ofview, topics,newsservicesandculturalactivities.

Our closestcommercialradio is ChartersTowersto the eastandMount Isato the westand
Longreachto thesouth,noneofwhich canbe receivedon normalradioequipmentin Richmond.
Commercialradio usually involves conmiunities considerablymore thanthe ABC talkback
programmesetc. andbeing ableto ring in with commentsetc, aswell aslocal businessesbeing
ableto advertisetheirproductandbusiness.

RegionalAustraliadoesnotwant anythingmorethanourcity cousins. In fact, halfthereason
for living in regionalareasis to getawayfrom thenegativeaspectsofthecity. Whatregional
Australiarequires,is theoptionto havewhatserviceswe choose. RegionalAustraliadoesnot
wantGovernmentto pay for theservice,just to facilitateit. For example,if Richmondwanted
to put in acommunityradiostationtomorrow,it shouldbe ableto do so, withouthavingto either
purchaseor renta licencefrom someone,purely for commercialgain.

Thefreeingup of licencerestrictions,may seeimprovementto servicesin RegionalAustralia,
without mucheffort.

Please addressall
communications to

the Chief Executive Officer


