
Chairman: Cr Allan Ezzy
TELEPHONE 0408 864283
FAX 02 9896 4483

Deputy Chairman: Cr Chns Holstein
TELEPHONE 024325 8296
FAX 0243236268

Please address all correspondence
to the Executive Officer

House of I~cprecnt~~~
Committee’on Communicutions,

TransportandtheArts

31 January2001 SuhnijssionNo

DateRecejved 71Z

Secretary: ~_~j4/b~?.4 ’
TheSecretary —

HouseofRepresentatives
StandingCommitteeon Communications,TransportandtheArts
Ri 117
ParliamentHouse
CanberraACT 2600

DearSir

Executive Officer: Witton Boyd

Tamworth City Council
P0 Box 555
Tamworth NSW 2340

TELEPHONE: (02) 6755 4532
FAX (02) 6755 4295
E-mail: tech_ser@tamworth.nsw.gov.au

Secretary.

RECEIVED

[7 FEB 2c01

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
STANDINGCOMMITTEEON

COMMUNICATIONS TRANSPORT AND
TH~RTS

J-~-~ ~

RE INQUIRY INTO REGIONAL RADIO SERVICES

TheFloodplainManagementAuthoritiesofNSW(FMA) representssomeseventyLocal Government
CouncilsandAuthorities involved in FloodplainManagementfrom throughout NewSouthWales.
OneoftheFMA’s objectivesis to assistin theminimisationof lossof propertyandlife through
flooding.

Inrecentyearstherehasbeenanacceleratingtrendtowards“networking” ofRadio Stationsandit is
in relationto this matterthatwewishto addressoursubmission.TheFMA is concernedat the impact
that networkingis havingon radionewsandcommunityserviceannouncements.In particularthe
ability ofall EmergencyServicesto be ableto utilise what is averyeffectivecommunicationtool for
thedisseminationofEmergencyWarningsandBulletins.

Whenradiostationsarein anetworkingmode(relayingprogramsfrom anotherstation)therearea
numberof impedimentsto EmergencyServiceManagersbeingableto issuevital informationto the
community.Theseimpedimentrangefromnot beingableto simplycontactlocal radio staffto policies
ofdiscouragementof interruptionto relayedprogramsonthe partofstationowners.Theseconcerns
relateto commercialradionetworksaswell astheAustralianBroadcastingCommissionnetwork.

At ameetingofmembersheldon the23 November2000thefollowing resolutionwaspassed;

-theownersofradio/televisionlicensesmustbe requiredto providesufficient localaccessto the
EmergencyServicesandthat failureto providesufficientaccessmustresultin lossof licences
- that theCommonwealthGovernmentrecognisethe importantrole that radioandotherelectronic
mediaplaysin Emergenciesandthat
- networkingthat hasnow occurredeffectively deniesEmergencyServiceorganisationsthe useof
radioasan effectivemeansof communicationwith thepublic.
-thatthe lossof life will inevitably occurin an emergencydue to the lossofnecessaryaccessto local
radiostations.



TheFloodplainManagementAuthoritieshasno objectionsto this documentbeingmadeavailable
publicly andwould indeedwelcometheopportunityto appearbeforetheCommitteeto expandupon
its concerns.

Yours faithfully

Allan Ezzy J
Chairman


