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DearMr Neville,

e-mail:donaldr@camtech.net.au

Thus,I want to challengethe assumptionembodiedin theMinister’sremarks,on his
introducingthe inquiry, to theeffect that it is ‘particularlycommercialradio’ thatplays
‘a vital role in regionallife’ in Australia. In my experience,local commercialradio
doesno morethanreinforceparochialvalues(including insularitiesandprejudices),
whereastheservicesprovidedby theAustralianBroadcastingCorporation(local radio,
RadioNational andABC FM) is often theonly sourceof nationalandinternational
informationandopinion - atleastin anydepth - andincluding all media.

It is almostexclusivelyto theABC thatcountrycommunitieslook to providingthem
with anythingbeyondlocal gossip,advertisingand sportingresults. Broadercultural
valuesarebecomingmoreimportantin countryareasaschildrenthesedaysusually
learnmoreaboutthematschoolthantheirparentsdid. Onereasonwhy youngpeople
areleavingcountrytownsfor thebig cities is that theirbroaderculturalneedsarerarely
met adequatelyat home. With increasingleisure-timebecomeavailableto all ofus.
aspectsof culture beyondsportarebeingdemandedmore. Providingthemvia radio
andtelevisionprogrammeswill undoubtedlyhelpcontrol thevandalismanddrug-
taking perpetratedby frustratedyouth (notonly in countrytowns,ofcourse).

I know anumberof countrypeoplewho praiseABC radiohighly. It is a common
practicefor farmersworkingagriculturalmachineryfrom dawntill darkto tunein to
ABC radio programmesfor thewhole time. Theygetnotonly relaxingentertainment
andeducationfrom theseprogrammes,but alsoup-to-datecommercialand other
informationthay wouldotherwiseneverreceive.
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To theChairperson,
Houseof RepresentativesS ~ on Communicatio , Transport

andtheArts
ParliamentHouse,
Canberra,ACT 2600 1

-8 NOV 2000

I wish to makethefollowi bnef~ub~n~siontoyour-eommitte-er

I amnot qualifiedto commenton the technic aspe~ts~tthisi~~iry,particularly in
regardto the‘new technologies’,but - asaone-timeresidentofasmall town in
Tasmaniaand,for the pastfifteen years,of a small town in SouthAustralia- I am
acutelyawareof (andfully qualifiedto commenton) thevalueof non-commerical
radio servicesin countryAustralia. This experienceis from time to timereinforcedas
I travel by road betweenAdelaide and Sydney, Melbourne or Brisbane.

I hopethat theabovewill be of valueto yourcommittee.

Yours faithfully,

~1____


