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Submissionto Inquiry into radio servicesin non-metropolitan

Australia

DearMs Holmes,

2SSRFM is a submetropolitanstationwhosecoverageareacomprisesthesecond
largestlocalgovernmentareainNSW.

Our Shire is characterisedby poorpublic transport,andareasthat areproneto
flooding,bushfiresandotherpotentialdisastersalongourbeachesandaroundBotany
Bay. Isolatedcommunitiescanonly benefitfrom theservicesprovidedby local
radio.

Overthepastdecadetherehasbeenaproliferationin commercialbroadcastservices
in themetropolitanarea,also asteadygrowthin thenumberof communitystations
receivinglicences.

When2SSRwaslicencedin 1992, therewerearound100 licencedlocal stations.This
numberhassinceexpandedto approximately200, andcould increasein theforseeable
future to 300.

At thesametime ascommercialstationshavebecomedominant,overall funding for
localbroadcastserviceshasremainedfairly static.In factdespitethefact that costsof
broadcastinghaveincreased,thelevel of fundinghasdecreasedin realtermssince
1996.which wouldhaveavery negativeimpacton non-metropolitancommunity
stationsaswell asmetropolitanones.



With an increasingtrendtowardoverseasownershipsuchastheDailyMirror Group,
increasedpressurefrom commercialstationsand adecreasingfunding baserelevantto
thenumberof local stationsthatneedsomecorefunding,thevery existenceof many
of theselocalstationsis likely to be threatened.

Local stationsexistto servetheirrespectivelocal communities.Theycontributeto the
principleofdiversity throughfosteringlocal talent,promoting independentmusicand
thearts,andby respondingto the needsoftheircommunities,strengthening
communitiesby theirsupport.

While moststationsobtainthemajorpartoftheir incomefrom sponsorshipand
fundraising,thereis aneedto maintainan adequatesourceof basefunding for the
communitysector.
If this funding is notavailablethereis atemptationfor stationsto surviveby means
suchasriding on thecoat-tailsofcommercialbroadcastservices,whichwould be an
abrogationoftheir“charter”.This wouldbeparticularlydisappointingin rural areas
whereit is crucial for local stationsandtheir communitiesto controlthecontentand
identity oflocal broadcasting.

We thereforerecommendthatthecommitteeexaminetheneedfor an increasein base
funding for local broadcastersconsistentwith thenumberoflicencedstations.

Thankyou for theopportunityto contributeto theInquiry.

Yours faithfully

MargaretCapare
AdministrationManager
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