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Thisresponseto theGovernment’sNewFamilyLawSystemargues:

1. thatcompellingbrokenfamilies to engagein informaldisputeresolution,soon

afterseparation,will endangermanywomenandchildrenandjeopardisethe

justiceofpost-separationarrangements;

2. thattheproposednewapproachwill fail to protectorpromotethebestinterestsof

childrenby puttingthem, aswell astheirprimarycare-givers,at risk through

informaloutcomesreachedwithouttheguidanceoflegal normativeprinciples;

3. thatcompellinghighly conflicted,positionedpartiesto negotiatein informal

interest-basedenvironmentswithout assistancereflectsa severemisunderstanding

of fundamentalprinciplesof, andconditionsfor, appropriateconsensus

bargaining;

4. thatscreeningprocessesareinadequatein termsof ensuringvictimsofviolence

andabusearenotcompelledto participate. This meansmanyvictims will

participatewithoutappropriateprotections;

5. that, in anyevent,if screenedout of informalprocessesmanyvictims ofviolence

will nothaveotherdisputeresolutionoptions;

6. thatthereforelawyersmustbe involvedin informal disputeresolutionasit is

practisedin theFamily RelationshipCentres,particularlyfor victimsofviolence

who would like to participatebut needto beprotected.This is requiredif thenew

family law systemis to allow forjust outcomesfor separatedfamilies.

Pleasereferto my earliersubmissionto theDiscussionPaperfor furtherdetailon these

arguments.
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