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CatholicWomens’LeagueTas.Inc. wantschildrento haveameaningfulrelationshipwith
bothparentsto thegreatestextentpossible,andis pleasedthatthecourtconsidersthe
viewsexpressedby children.

TheCWL agreeswith theobjectsof theFamilyLaw amendmentBill 2005

(a) to ensurethatchildrenreceiveadequateandproperparentingto helpthemachieve
theirfull potential:and

(b) to ensurethatparentsfulfil theirduties,andmeettheirresponsibilities,concerning
thecare,welfareanddevelopmentof their children:and

(c) to ensurethatchildrenhavethebenefitofboth theirparentshavingameaningful
involvementin theirlives, to themaximumextentconsistentwith thebestinterests
of the
child - exceptwhenit is orwould becontraryto achild’s bestinterests.

CWL hasreservationsabouttheFamilyLaw AmendmentBill 2005because,

• it containslittle to assistfamiliesto avoidseparationanddivorce.
• it oversimplifiesthelevel of conflictbetweenseparatedparents
• andassumesthatall parentsdesireacontinuingrelationshipwith theirchildren.
• wedo notknowhow thechild’s bestinterestsareto bedetermined.

Everypicture tellsa story, tabledon 29~ December2003hasastrongfocusontheneedto
reducetheconflict in separationanddivorce.Makeno mistakeaboutit coupleswho
separatependingdivorceareat war.

In StephenSpielberg’s“War of theWorlds” it takesan invasionfrom outerspaceto
bringaboutcommitmentandequalisethechildren’sregardfor both theirparents.

If mediationis to bethestartingpointof afamily separation,thenclearstrategicmeasures
mustbe implementedto ensuretheCentresdonotrisk furtherviolenceandabuseto staff
andclients.Prioritymustbegivento safetyissues.

A separatedfamily hashadeverythingstablein their life shattered.Rejectionandinsult
areblendedwith painandremorse.Securityandconfidencehavegivenway to fear,
anxietyandpanic.Thefuturehaslostits significanceandatleastonepartyfeelsutterly
disdainedandunlovable.It takestime to drainthesewounds.It behovesworkersto tread
gentlythroughthisminefield.Thesituationwouldchallengethewisdomof anyprofound
‘Solomonof Psychology’

.

CWL hasthefollowing concernsabouttheproposed65community-basedFamily
RelationshipCentresbecauseit maynothaveconsideredthewillingnessandability of
eachof thechild’s parentsto facilitateandencouragea closerelationshipbetweenthe
child andtheotherparent.Therequiredface-to-facemeetingshavethepotentialto reopen
deepwoundsandprovidefurtheropportunitiesfor violence.The“SafeatHome



program”now operatingin Tasmaniathatallowsfor arrestandimprisonmentonthe
word of a complainant is not conduciveto reasoneddiscussion.
• despiteprior counselling,conflict resolutiontechniquesareunlikely to sufficein

mediatingbetweendeeplyhurtandangrycouples.
• whatkind of trainingandexperiencewill mediatorshave?
• whois to trainthe staff of FamilyRelationshipCentres?
• will thestaffbe trainedto acceptthefamily’s religiousandculturalvalues?
• will FRC’sbestaffedby matureagepeoplewhohaveexperiencedmarriage?
• whatprofessionalserviceswill employedto screenviolenceandrisk?

Marital conflict alwaysinvolvesan interactionbetweentwo imperfecthumanbeingswho
sharetheresponsibilityto onedegreeor another.Everycounsellingprogramnow in
existenceis designedto bringtogethertwo peoplewhocanatleastagreeto discusstheir
problem.Thepresenceof thefrighteningword divorcewill notautomaticallymakea
coupleagreeableandwilling to discusstheirproblemswith strangersandmaynotbe in
thebestinterestsof thechild (overwhomthefight is oftenraged),who mustreturnto the
brokenhome.

PreservingmarriagethroughPreandPostMarriageFamilyEducationprograms.in anon-ET
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threateningenvironment,is in thebestinterestof children. Studiesshowthatchildren
desireaboveall elseto bewith boththeirparentsin theonefamily home

.


