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C:’los-ure-ofracho .~ he Minister

— mustconsiderthe

;tatioñs hurt bush;
-:~_~~ ~ .

sentthatsufficientstaffberetainedto provideemergency
serviceswhenrequired.Thereplacementoflocalradioby city

basednetworksonlyserveasanexam-
pie of theupheavalbeingfelt by the
peoplewestof the range~While ever
governmentsubscribesto the-mean-
ingless. theories that are being
expoundedby theeconomists,thedrift
to thecitieswill neverbearrested. -

Add theaboveto thejobslostin the
•north-westoverthepastfewyearssuch
•as the amalgamationoftheelectricity
suppliers(jobsexportedto thecoast),
the virtual closingdown of Teistra’s
maintenancedepots(jobs exportedto
NewcastlefromTamworth),therefusal

• of theStateGovernmenttoawardthe
bus constructioncontract to aTam-
worth company(jobs lost to western
Sydney)onpurelypolitical grounds,as
waswidely reportedatthetime. -

Theseexamplesarebut a few of-a
longlist of closuresthathavebeenvis-
ited uponus. ‘ .- -.

Wherecouncilsonceworkedto bring
- newindustriesto increasetheir popu-
lationnowtheybattletoholdtheline.

heartherehasbeenanaccidenton the
M4 andthecity is gridlocked,or that
two hoursof aninanecoastalfishing

:.:~haveexpressed programis finally finished,then,the
disquiet after - -~ - coldfeelinghits whenwerealisethat

- discussingthewithdrawalofradiosta- - butfor afew hoursin themorning,we
-tionsfromthe“bush”.The~seeit asfur- •~-arereceivingrelayedbroadcastsfrom
thetevidencetheGovernment,despite ~~ywheremAustralia

~tbefr paying lip seiiriceto.therecon-/ Thequestionmustbeaskedof these’~
areas,is falling in I .stationswill their personnelbe avail-

“~‘~tsdutiestotheruralcommunities. - - -! ‘able to relay severestormwarnings,
~ -~ The takeoverof countryradio eta- ‘flood heightsandwarnings(aninvalu-

• tionssuchas2TM haswiderramiflca-I - ableserviceto landholdersasfar west~
:~ tionsthanthe lossof JohnLaws and ‘asWeeWaa)andto call for volunteers

I ~ countrymusic.Combinedwith ABC to controlbush-fires.-Otherservices~
Radio this-network coveredmost of ~ suchas policenoticesof roadclosures !l

J -. — north-westNSW andhasin thepast I. duetoice,waterandaccidentswill also I
-~ - proven invaluable’j beaffected.

in timesof fire and ~ communityradiowill probably
flood, providing a beexpectedto takeup theslack,but it
fast accurate presentlyhasn’t the coverageof A~v1
means of getting stations.- - - • . -. . -

information and • One possiblesolution is to decen-
volunteersto cover tralisetheABC. Spreadingits various
the emergency. componentstoexistingstationsin the-
While it may give country,this couldbefinancedby the
usawarmieelrngof saleofits city assets.Weseeno differ-
contempt/pity- for. - encein relayingaprogramto the city
our city cousinsto ---- thanthecity relayingto thebush.


