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Dear Janet

Regional Radio Inquiry

We refer to our appearance before the Committee on 6 April 2001.

The Committee asked us to specifically consider the situation of radio reception in the communityof
Walpole in Western Australia. I am advised that the situation in that area with respect to National
services is as follows:

Walpole is currently on the fringe of the Mt Barker ABC FM radio service coverage area (jjj,
Classic FM and Radio National) and the Albany ABC AM radio coverage area (Local Radio) and is
well outside the Busselton, Manjimup and Wagin ABC AM radio coverage areas.

Consequently, any current reception in the area is purely fortuitous.

Further, Walpole is located on the coast and is bordered by a forested national park which
impacts on the quality of reception. The strength of the radio signals is reduced due to the
surrounding hilly topography and clutter due to trees. This also means that any reception of
these weak radio signals, particularly from AM radio transmissions, is highly susceptible to
interference from any local electrical noise.

Since the sale of the National Transmission Network to ntl Australia in 1999, responsibility for
extension and amelioration of national radio (and television) reception resides with the ABC and SBS.
ntl is a service providèrto both national broadcasters and would compete for extension work of this
type.

As for any community, possible solutions will reRuire access to an available frequency and suitable
site. A frequency would need to be made available from the ABA. Given the relatively remote
location of Walpole to Our neighbouring radio transmissions, a suitable frequency should not be too
difficult to find. With respect to a suitable site, this may prove less difficult for Walpole, given that
it is currently receiving television via a ‘self help” facility and provision of further services is being
considered under the TV Black Spots program. Site sharing could be considered. However, any
solution will require funding.

I note the suggestion made by Kirsten Livermore MP during our earlier appearance before the
Committee that it might be appropriate to establish a Federally-funded ‘radio black spots’ similar to
what currently exists for television services. It is clearly conceivable that a fund of this type could
assist communities like Walpole around Australia.

I trust this information is of assistance to the Comniittee. Please do not hesitate to contact
Clive Morton, ntIs Broadcast Services Director, or myself if further information is required.
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Dear Janet ~ •~i.

Regional Radio Inquiry I~’1~~&~~
We refer to our appearance before the Committee on 6 April 2001.

The Committee asked us to specifically consider the situation of radio reception in the community of
Walpole in Western Australia. I am advised that the situation in that area with respect to National
services is as follows:

Walpole is currently on the fringe of the Mt Barker ABC FM radio service coverage area (JJJ,
Classic FM and Radio National) and the Albany ABC AM radio coverage area (Local Radio) and is
well outside the Busselton, Manjimup and Wagin ABC AM radio coverage areas.

Consequently, any current reception in the area is purely fortuitous.

Further, Walpole is located on the coast and is bordered by a forested national park which
impacts on the quality of reception. The strength of the radio signals is reduced due to the
surrounding hilly topography and clutter due to trees. This also means that any reception of
these weak radio signals, particularly from AM radio transmissions, is highly susceptible to
interference from any local electrical noise.

Since the sale of the National Transmission Network to ntl Australia in 1999, responsibility for
extension and amelioration of national radio (and television) reception resides with the ABC and SBS.
ntl is a service provider to both national broadcasters and would compete for extension work of this
type.

As for any community, possible solutions will require access to an available frequency and suitable
site. A frequency would need to be made available from the ABA, Given the relatively remote
location of Walpole to our neighbouring radio transmissions, a suitable frequency should not be too
difficult to find. With respect to a suitable site, this may prove less difficult for Walpole, given that
it is currently receiving television via a “self help” facility and provision of further services is being
considered under the TV Black Spots program. Site sharing could be considered. However, any
solution will require funding.

I note the suggestion made by Kirsten Livermore MP during our earlier appearance before the
Committee that it might be appropriate to establish a Federally-funded ‘radio black spots’ similar to
what currently exists for television services. It is clearly conceivable that a fund of this type could
assist communities like Walpole around Australia.

I trust this information is of assistance to the Committee, Please do not hesitate to contact
Clive Morton, ntIs Broadcast Services Director, or myself if further information is required.

Yours sincerely

Tom Bennie
Managing Director
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Janet,

As requested by you, I confirm that the furtherdocuments provided by
DMG in relation to the hearing in Brisbane on 28 May 2001 are for the
public record.

Thanks for you help.

Kind regards

Jane

Holmes, Janet (REPS)

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Tibb, Jane [Jane.Tibb@msj.com.au]
Friday, 15 June 2001 3:14PM
janet.holmes.reps @ aph.gov.au
Ickeringill, Peter
Confirmation
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