
Question on notice no. 212

Portfolio question number: 212

2019-20 Supplementary budget estimates

Finance and Public Administration Committee, Parliamentary departments
Portfolio

Senator Kimberley Kitching: asked the Department of Parliamentary Services on 14
November 2019—

1. How often do Floyd (female falcon) , Wot (barking owl) and Tilley (goshawk)
patrol the grounds at Parliament House?

2. Has their presence made a noticeable difference to the quantity of magpies and
ducks when they are on patrol?

3. What about when the three raptors are not present at Parliament House, has there
been a noticeable difference to the quantity of magpies and ducks?

4. Has expert advice has been obtained regarding alternative methods to keep rogue
magpies away? If yes, can a copy be provided?

5. Can the Department advise how much it has spent to date on fake birds, bird
kites and related items, including the engagement of Floyd, Wot and Tilley and
their handlers?

6. Have there been any injuries as a direct result of swooping birds?
Answer —
Please see answer attached.
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1 How often do Floyd (female falcon), Wot (barking owl) and Tilley (goshawk) patrol the grounds at 

Parliament House? 
2 Has their presence made a noticeable difference to the quantity of magpies and ducks when they are 

on patrol? 
3 What about when the three raptors are not present at Parliament House, has there been a noticeable 

difference to the quantity of magpies and ducks? 
4 Has expert advice has been obtained regarding alternative methods to keep rogue magpies away?  If 

yes, can a copy be provided? 
5 Can the Department advise how much it has spent to date on fake birds, bird kites and related items, 

including the engagement of Floyd, Wot and Tilley and their handlers? 
6 Have there been any injuries as a direct result of swooping birds? 

Answer 
1. The Falcon, Goshawk and Barking Owl have patrolled Parliament House over three periods for 

the calendar year 2019, and approximately one week in each period. 
2. Yes 
3. Yes 
4. A range of control strategies have been attempted since 2017. These include bird sounders, an 

eagle kite and additional bird spikes in certain areas which have had limited success. In search 
of an alternative approach, DPS approached Full Flight Conservation Centre to investigate and 
recommend strategies to control and reduce pest bird impact on site. A copy of the mitigation 
proposal is at Attachment A.  

5. As at 9 September 2019, DPS has spent $49,347.11 (GST inclusive) on bird deterrence. 
6. DPS does not have documented evidence of injuries, however the aggressive behaviour of 

magpies that have become desensitised to human presence is an evident nuisance for 
anybody possessing food in the courtyards and terraces. The hyper aggressive nature of 
magpies in spring causes people to avoid outdoor spaces as their aggression is common 
knowledge. 
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