2


2

chapter one

overview of the inquiry

Terms of Reference

1.1 On 23 March 1999, the Senate referred the following matter to the References Committee for inquiry and report by 30 June 1999
:

a) future domestic and international marketing conditions facing the Australian dairy industry and those factors which are influencing Australia’s competitiveness in these markets;

b) the pressures on the current industry regulatory arrangements such as the introduction of new technologies and competitor supplier countries such as New Zealand;

c) the impacts associated with the removal of the Domestic Market Support scheme on:

i) the dairy industry and rural and regional communities; and

ii) state marketing arrangements; and

d) measures which may be taken by government to facilitate the transition to a less regulated environment.

1.2 On 28 June 1999 the Senate agreed to extend the time for presentation of the report until 30 September 1999.

Conduct of the Inquiry

1.3 The Committee received 116 written submissions on the reference. A list of the submissions appears in Appendix 1.

1.4 Following referral of the inquiry, the Committee held a series of 12 hearings in the following locations:

Canberra
1 July 1999

Melbourne
2 July 1999

Launceston
19 July 1999

Melbourne
20 July 1999

Deniliquin
21 July 1999

Lismore
22 July 1999

Gympie
22 July 1999

Brisbane
23 July 1999

Bunbury
26 July 1999

Mount Gambier
28 July 1999

Canberra
3 September 1999

Melbourne
10 September 1999

1.5 The Hansard of the hearings are available at the Hansard site on the Parliament House homepage on the Internet (www.aph.gov.au).

1.6 The Committee took evidence from 99 witnesses, including representatives of dairy industry organisations, state and local government and community organisations. The Committee also took evidence from a large number of individual dairy farmers and others with an interest in the dairy industry.

1.7 The Committee acknowledges the participation and contribution of all those individuals and organisations who prepared submissions or who appeared as witnesses during the hearing process.  The Committee would particularly like to thank all the farmers who participated, putting pen to paper and/or who travelled significant distances to attend the hearings.  Your input was especially appreciated.
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