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COMMENTS BY SENATOR COONEY

THE FIVE RECOMMENDATIONS
The Government is legislating to provide that those who are required by law to have their works classified must pay the full cost of that exercise. Given that policy the five recommendations in the report make good sense.

AN INDUSTRY CONSULTATIVE
The report suggests the establishment of an industry consultative body to monitor the effectiveness and efficiency of the Office of Film and Literature Classification (OFLC). There is some risk in this that such a body will come to have too great an influence on O.F.L.C. That is not the intention of the recommendations 4 and 5 but they do raise that issue. There are some functions of government best financed from consolidated revenue.

TAX NOT FEE
The revenue necessary for O.F.L.C. to carry out its functions is to be raised not through fees imposed on those who must have their works classified but through taxes imposed on them.  This is an interesting concept.  The Attorney General’s Department say it is a legally sound strategy.  I trust that opinion is right.

CHANGING THE RATE OF TAX
History and good constitutional use require that the imposition of a tax and any change to it be made by Parliament. Yet section 13 of the Classification (Publications, Films and Computer Games) Charges Bill 1998 if enacted will enable the Executive to change the rate of the charges to be born by those who must have their works classified.

It is said that to take each change needed back to Parliament would be too cumbersome, too difficult and too time consuming. This may be so but to allow this legislation is to encourage a dangerous trend where taxes are more and more increased by regulations.
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