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foreword

The committee recommends that the Classification (Publications, Films and Computer Games) Charges Bill 1998 and the Classification (Publications, Films and Computer Games) Amendment Bill 1998 be passed without amendment.

In addition:

Recommendation 1 [at 1.13]

The committee concludes that in the course of the preceding inquiries and reviews, considerable opportunity has been provided for consultation on the proposed changes. The committee considers it important, however, that all parties involved have adequate opportunity to see the results of this process, and for this reason recommends that in the interest of transparency, the Ernst &Young and the KPMG reports should be publicly available.

Recommendation 2 [at 2.24]

The committee recommends that in view of the broad concerns raised in the hearing and the submissions, the government examine in detail the issue of burden sharing between the film and television industries with a view to ensuring that the tax burden for classification services is shared equitably.

Recommendation 3 [at 2.33]

The committee recommends that the issue of waivers and exemptions form part of the charter of the industry consultative body that will be established in the near future. It is considered that this body is the most appropriate forum for discussion of a detailed policy, as it will contain the expert knowledge of the industry itself.

Recommendation 4 [at 2.41]

To ensure the effectiveness of the proposed industry consultative body, it is recommended that it be chaired by an industry representative, and report directly to the Attorney General as the responsible minister, ensuring that industry has an effective avenue for maintaining the performance of the OFLC.

Recommendation 5 [at 2.45]

The committee concludes that within the context of the policy decision to recover the full cost of running the OFLC, it is inevitable that costs to the industry will rise, as is acknowledged in the Explanatory Memorandum. Evidence provided as to the relative cost of Australian classification services, under either the existing or proposed scale of fees, is inconclusive. Nevertheless, the committee recognises that this is an important issue, and one which should form part of the ongoing consultations between the industry and the OFLC. The committee recommends that this form one of the mandated tasks of the consultative body discussed above.

Marise Payne

Chair
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