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Migration Legislation Amendment (Migration Agents) Bill 1997 : Migration Agents Registration Application Charge Bill 1997 : Migration Agents Registration Renewal Charge Bill 1997.








The Migration Advice industry is not an industry which can or should operate on a deregulated or unregulated basis.  There are positive aspects to these bills, particularly those relating to improved standards via training, mediation and professional development.





The Australian Democrats share many of the concerns expressed by the Labor Senator’s in their Minority Report.   We are especially concerned about the shortness of the proposed ten-day objection period, and possible impacts on the community sector arising from some of the bill’s provisions.





However, we also recognise that opposing these bills may leave those who seek migration advice with less protection than they currently have, particularly if the sunset clause in the existing legislation is not extended.





The Australian Democrats will develop a number of amendments to reflect some of the concerns expressed in this report.   There are complex issues with considerable consequences for an industry with a very substantial voluntary component.   We wish therefore to give further consideration to these matters, and will consult accordingly.
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