Preface





Background


On 28 August 1995, the Senate referred the Crimes Amendment (Forensic Procedures) Bill 1995 to the Legal and Constitutional Legislation Committee. The unanimous report of the Committee, tabled in October 1995, recommended twenty amendments to the Bill.





The Crimes Amendment (Forensic Procedures) Bill 1995 lapsed when the Parliament was prorogued for the 1996 general election.





Referral of the Bill


On 26 March 1997, the Attorney-General, the Hon Daryl Williams AM QC MP, introduced the Crimes Amendment (Forensic Procedures) Bill 1997 into the House of Representatives. The Bill was passed by the House on 15 May 1997 and introduced into the Senate on 26 May 1997.





On 30 October 1997 the Senate referred the Bill to the Legal and Constitutional Legislation Committee for inquiry and report on or before the first sitting day in 1998.





Terms of Reference


In referring the Bill, the Senate identified the following matters for particular attention:





the probative value of the procedures prescribed in the Bill according to the rules of evidence;


the relevancy of such procedures to questions of fact before courts exercising criminal jurisdiction and the level of requirement that any nexus between offence and the forensic procedure being required;


the consistency with the recommendations of the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody;


comparative State and international experience pertaining to law enforcement procedures and relative conviction and acquittal rates; and


the availability of legal aid to persons who have been aggrieved by improper use of forensic procedures.


�



Conduct of the Inquiry


The Committee wrote to several individuals and organisations whom it considered could contribute to the inquiry.





The Committee received three submissions and these are listed in Appendix 1.





The Committee held a hearing in Canberra on 18 November 1997. A list of witnesses who gave evidence appears at Appendix 2.
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