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dissenting report by Labor Senators 

Chris Schacht and John Hogg 

Requirement to review current recipients of the invalidity service pension

1.1 The Department of Veterans’ Affairs informed the Committee that of the 13,500 invalidity service pensioners, about 8,750 will be blind, 1,650 will be over 57 and a further 1,350 will already be receiving disability pension based on 40 impairment points or are manifestly disabled and unable to work. According to the Department this leaves 1,750 to be reviewed. Furthermore it is proposed that of those remaining 1,750 to be examined in detail, only where there is insufficient evidence on the file to support ongoing payment would a review be undertaken.

1.2 Evidence presented to this Committee highlighted the uncertainty and anxiety that would be generated by the requirement to review the eligibility of current recipients of the invalidity service pension. The Australian Veterans and Defence Services Council asserted that:

…to review now such pensions—granted on proper procedures—and in many cases a substantial time ago so that the recipients life has been built around it, may well have draconian consequences to the pensioners. They may have lost employment skills and experience to be in practice unable to acquire a job. Economic disruption and the diminished benefit of Social Security will follow in such cases. Australian veterans should not be given such treatment.

1.3 Where the Department suspects that fraud or misrepresentation has occurred, we fully support the Department in its attempts to prevent any abuse of the system.

Recommendation 

Labor Senators believe that the anxiety and uncertainty created by requiring current recipients of the invalidity service pension to undergo the new eligibility test is unwarranted and unfair to these pensioners. We support an amendment that would exempt current recipients of the invalidity service pension from the proposed test but would require new applicants to be subject to it.

Senator John Hogg                                           Senator Chris Schacht

(ALP Queensland)                                           (ALP South Australia)
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