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%i TME SENATE INQUIRY INTO SOCCER 

On 8 December 1994 and 2 February 1995, the Senate resolved that the Senate 
Environment, Recreation, Comunications and the Arts References Committee - 

inquire into rhe mle of coaches, playem, agents, clubs, oflicials and others in the 
im spozrspeople and into any ather mritters relazing to comptiorz, 
t, tax masion, wzd implroperfinancial tmnsacrions with particular 
orf of soccer; a d  miew the report by the Hon D G Stewart to 

on; and thar the Committee reporr to the Senartl on 
h i 5  miztter by 31 August 1995. 

The inquiry was called in the context of media speculation over the roles of Soccer 
Australia personnel in the transfer of players to overseas clubs including allegations that 
some ianpropriety had occurred in these dealings. 

The C o b t t e e  presented two reports to the Senate (June 1995 and November 1995). 

The Senatf: Co nee's report shswe that in relation to international transfers, the 
policies and proeecliures of Soccer Australia at the time were inadequate in that they did 
not exclude the possibility of impropriety occurring. 

Soccer Australia has implemented changes to address some of the report's 
recom~nendat~ons. Other recommendations require complex and sensitive negotiations on 
the international level and are being pursued through the international governing body 
F F A ,  The Amstrajian Sports Commission is satisfied with the progress made on the 
report's resoaramendations to date, and is continuing to work with Soccer Australia on 
outstanding issues. 

This document is the Government response to both reports. 
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M T THE SENATE INQUIRY INTO SOCGER 

eco on 2 

Commiaee slecommends that the whole pmcess of player tmnsfers must be handled in 
future in a much msne rigomus and hmaspanenf manner ... financial apects of the hnnrfer 
must fie codwted  in such a way that no hint of impropriee is possible, Them should be 

. All paaynreMs must b e  mode in such a mrmner as to leave a elem audit 
L 

The Government - sup 
The Second Report states that the Committee has noted a general improvement in the way 

F regulates player transfers. 

Soccer Australia advises that it curently requires clubs to make all payments directly to it 
or :he appropriate State Federation, for onward transmission to the recipient club. 
Amendments are being drafted to Soccer Australia's Transfer Procedures and Regulations 
to ensure that no payments are made by way of cash. 

mcmdit mr agent or agents who would 
layer -fen so as to ensure that Austmlia's 

The Government agrees with this recommendation. 

Soccer Austrdia has recently advised the Committee that it intends to appoint an agent to 
represent 11s interests and establish an Australian Soccer Agents Accreditation Committee. 

ASF should establish a panel of experienced people 
ids  with sespect to s plqes  w b had been 
wished t~ seek a transfer to an overseas club. 

The Government suppons this recommendation. 

Soccer Australia has agreed to the establishment of a Players Commission which wilI 
among other thmgs be an advisory panel. The ASC is having discussions with Soccer 
E%ustrmlia regarding the establishment of a panel to advise athletes on Ieaving the U S ,  and 
on the preferred membership of this panel. 
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fonnd confmcts must be conciuded between the ASF 
iand N & d  Coach 

The Govemment agrees with this recornendation. 

Soccer Australia has now signed formal contracts with the National Coach and the 
Assistant National Coach. 

that the domestic player hMsferfee be abolished - 

The Government support,s th is   commendation. 

The domestic rransfer fee. system for players 'out of contract' has been abolished by Soccer 
Australia, and replaced by a 'compensation system' whereby clubs may be compensated for 
the training and development of the player during his time with the club. 

This is in accordance with what is likely to become international practice, in that an 
interim judgement by the European Court of Justice in the case of Jean-Marc Bosman v 

C Liege has ruled it is a breach of the Treaty of Rome for clubs to request a transfer 
fee far the 'iransfer of a playzr after the expiry of the player's contract. 

The Government agrees with the Co ttee's statement in the Second Report that players 
should still be able to sign contracts with individual clubs and compensation payments 
should be permitted. 

Committee recommends that pEayer contmcts, including cclntwts with junion: and 
u g c  or other such difficUlfies must be reviewed to ensum t k y  m fair 

The Government supports this recommendation. 

The current 'Standard layers Contract' has been drawn up in consultation with the 
Australwan Soccer Players Associat~on (ASPA) and is approved by that body. Where a 
player i s  under 18 years of age, a further Mrnor Contmt Attachment Form is completed. 

'Fht: ASG ts alscussing modification of AIS contracts with Soccer Australia, and is waiting 
on the resolution of legal issues. 
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every step ... to emure thaf a National 
CumWN&nal Tern Mrmoger ... ris not 
of internst qain. 

The Government supports this recommendation. 

Soccer Australia has advised that it is impiementing a code of conduct for all National 
Coaches and Team Managers to sign. This will be strictly monitored by senior 
manqemenr and the Chairman of the Hntemationd Committee. The ASC will follow up 
with Soccer Austrdia to ensure that appropriate clauses are included in these contracts. 

professitrnaf team manager should 

The Government suppophs this recormmendation. 

S W C C ~  Australia has advised it is implementing arrangements for the appointment of 
professiand Team sis of a detailed job specification. The appointees 
will receive mpps alia staff and appropriate remuneration. 

The Government supports this recornendation. 

Soccer Australia has dealt with this matter at the Board Meeting of 26 November 1995. 
Clubs and players w ow be advised s f  the new FIFA Regulations, and Soccer Australia 
has undert&en to c ut an education program in conjunction with the ASPA. 
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F s f m i l d  urgently discuss wifh HFA the need for 
geuuine mut effecrive coopemtion from overseas clubs in dealing with alIegah!'orrs of 
impragrieties relating to tmnrfers of AusImEim? players oveneas. 

The Government supports this recommendation. 

Soccer Australia advises that its Chairman, Mr David Hill, communicates regularly with 
the most senior ~piesentadves of A to discuss this issue. The ASC will monitor 
developments inAis m a .  

The Commiftee mcommends t h t  discussions shczuld continue between women's soccer 
represemtafives and the ASF to ensun! t& women's soccer interests me adequately 
mpresergnted at h o d  level and are: eflectively incorporated w itkin the new administmh've 
m g e m e & x ,  

e Government s ~ p p r t s  this recommendation. 

Soccer Australia has advised that it is pursuing the objective of integration at both national 
and state Isei,  and that progress is being made. The Australian Women's Soccer 
Association believes that recent cooperative work by both bodies has indicated a better 
relationship than ever bef~re  and advises that the two meet regularly and are holding 
workshops and strategic planning sessions to guide future work. 

The ASC will actively momtor and encourage the incorporation of women's soccer 
interests Into the administrative arrangements of Soccer Australia. 

the Aeistmfim lnstitufe of Sport insert 4 confZict of 
in el% co~~~mc$s  for soccer coaches preventing them acting for or on beMf 

e&s in overseas tnursfers of A IS p e e r s  or former 

The Government supports thts recommendation. 

AIS contracis currently incorporate a conflict of interest clause relating to paid services. 
Soccer Austraila considers that this prevents coaches from receiving a reward for acting on 
behalf of players, but that coaches should ~ o t  be prevented from providing advice where 
they are not, as a consequence, rewarded. 
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ses that coaches have a responsibility to advise players when asked and 
e av~iabiiiq of independent counselling. However, coaches need 

aiso "t be made awae that they should not be seen to create a conflict of interest by 
directly influencing players. 

The U S  is cumntfy working with legal advisers to write a conI3ic.t of inmest clause in 
contracts whlch directly addresses this recornendation. 
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