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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE NATIONAL CAPITAL
AND THE EXTERNAL TERRITORIES

ATTORNEY-GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT

Question No. 2

Senator Crossin asked the following question in relation to the establishment of
the Economic Development Committees for the Indian Ocean Territories at the
hearing on 16 September 2009:

Senator CROSSIN—How were those bodies set up originally? Was it on advice
from the AG's department some years back?

The answer to the Honourable Senator's question is as follows:

In July 2000 the former Minister responsible for Territories, Senator the Hon Ian
MacDonald, announced the Commonwealth Government intended to establish a
mechanism for assisting economic development in the Indian Ocean Territories.

This included establishing two incorporated bodies tasked with assisting to help the
Islands develop more sustainable economic futures. This mechanism was developed
following community consultations. Funding of $75,000 per annum, each, for Cocos
(Keeling) Islands and Christmas Island was made available for economic
development projects. The economic development committees were able to access up
to five percent of this funding ($3,750) to assist with administrative expenses.

The bodies were established in 2002.



JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE NATIONAL CAPITAL
AND THE EXTERNAL TERRITORIES

ATTORNEY-GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT

Question No. 3

Senator Crossin asked the following question at the hearing on
16 September 2009:

Senator CROSSIN—There was always a lot of confusion about whether the IOTS

actually came under the area consultative committees or not. I think that, by the time
we sorted that out, the ACCs were abolished. Have we worked out what the
relationship of the IOTs with Regional Development Australia is and what role you
play in that, if any?

The answer to the honourable Senator's question is as follows:

Regional Development Australia (RDA) is an Australian Government initiative,
managed by the Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and
Local Government (Department of Infrastructure). The RDA network aims to bring
together all levels of government to enhance the growth and development of regional
Australia. Its key functions are:

• to provide advice on consultation and community engagement;

• regional planning;

• to promote whole-of-Government programs, policies and initiatives; and

• community and economic development.

The network will also play a key role in ensuring that advice about key issues in the
regions is provided to all levels of government.

On 25 August 2009, the Australian and Western Australian Governments signed a
Memorandum of Understanding setting out the arrangements for Regional
Development Australia in Western Australia.

The Attorney-General's Department, including the Economic Development Officer,
have entered into discussions with the Department of Infrastructure and the Western
Australian Government regarding engagement of the Territories with RDA.

The Economic Development Officer has been active in raising awareness of the RDA
network with the Economic Development Consultative Groups, the local Shires and
the policy area of the Attorney-General's Department. It is anticipated that the
Economic Development Officer will play a key role in engaging with the RDA
network upon agreement of suitable arrangements for the Indian Ocean Territories.



JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE NATIONAL CAPITAL
AND THE EXTERNAL TERRITORIES

ATTORNEY-GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT

Question No. 4

Senator Lundy asked the following question at the hearing on
16 September 2009:

CHAIR—I will probably place some questions on notice, given the time, but can I
ask you what the department's approach is to procuring the department's bandwidth
needs and whether the department bandwidth needs help underpin the business case of
the local business Christmas Island internet services?

The answer to the honourable Senator's question is as follows:

The Christmas Island Internet Association (CIIA) provides local on island domestic
style connectivity within the Territories.

The arrangements for AGD connectivity between Canberra, Perth and the Territories
are:
1. Telstra

o Currently provide connectivity from AGD Canberra to Perth.
2. Optus

o Perth to Christmas Island and Cocos (Keeling) Islands
o Note: Connectivity from Canberra to Christmas Island & Cocos (Keeling)

Islands is via Perth.

The Department's arrangements are based on a value for money assessment, including
internet capability, technical skills and security standards. As contracts with current
suppliers expire, the Department will be required to utilise the Whole-of-Government
Telecommunications procurement arrangements currently in development.




