
Family Drug S~poft
~O~o~22~

WIIlou4hby NS* 2O6~
~ ~1~263~i~

1i~~~csw~i~
1 2 SEP 2002

B Y;

Inquiry into Crime in the Community:
Victims, Offenders and fear of Crime

By the Houseof RepresentativesStandingCommitteeon IegaJ and Constitutional Affairs

Submission by Family Drug Support

FamilyDrug Support(FDS)welcomesyourcommittee’sinvitationfor submissioninto the
impactofcrimein theAustraliancommunityandispleasedto respondwith abriefwritten
submission.The submissionis briefdueto thefactthatwehaveonly justbecomeawareof
your committeetakingsubmissions,

The mainpointswewish to raisearesurroundingtherelationshipbetweentheillicit drug
tradeandcrimesthatflow on from thedrugtrade.

We first submitthefollowing facts:

a) Overtwo thirdsofall prisonershaveeithercommittedtheircrimewhilstunderthe
influencesofdrugsor to obtainmoneyto purchasedrugs.

b) Onedollarspenton drugtreatmentsavessevendollars in prisoncostsaccording
to a studyby theRandCorporationin theUSA.

c) Increasingprisonpopulationsdueto drugrelatedcrimemeansthereis an ongoing
needfor moreprisonconstruction.

d) Whilst thereis a ‘fear’ factor operatingin thecommunity,which is demanding
longersentences,thefact is thatmostprisonersservesentencesof 12 monthsor
less.

e) Internationalstudiesshowthatcomprehensivedrugtreatmentprogramsreduce
recidivismby over30%.

1) Recentincreasesin theavailabilityofamphetamineshavemeantanincreasein
violentcrime.

g) Familiesnot only facethe ongoingcrisesandtraumasassociatedwith drugabuse
but alsohavetheconstantpressureandfearsaboutcriminal justiceinterventions
in theirlives.

h) Thereis adisproportionalimbalancebetweentheallocationoffundingto fight the
drugsproblemi.e. Mostofthefundsgo to supplyreductionorcrimefighting
leavingtreatment,educationandsupportunderresourced.
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i) All Royal Commissionsandenquiresinto illicit drugsorpolicein Australia
havefound adirectcorrelationbetweencorruptpoliceandthedrugtrade.
Recentrevelationsat theNSWPoliceIntegrityCommissionindicatedthatthis
continues.

j) Countriesthat havetakenstepsto decrimmalisedrugsor introduce
prescriptionheroinhavereportedsignificantdropsin crimeparticipationby
participants— Switzerland(94%),Portugal,NetherlandsandGermany.

FDSdoesnot condonecriminal behaviour. We believein harshsentencesfor major drug
importation,dealing,manufactureanddistribution. We do believehoweverthatthereis a
needto removecrimesofminor possession,useandself-administrationfrom thecourts.

We believeit is alsomoreproductiveto directminor criminalsin drugrelatedcrimeto
treatmentratherthanprison.

Recommendations

1. We wouldlike to seean approach,whichtreatsdruguseasahealthandsocial
issueratherthanacrime issue. We believean approachsuchaswehave
regardingsuicideandmentalillnesswouldbemorecompassionateand
pragmatic.

2. We would like to seetheNationalCrimeAuthority retainedasatruly
independentcrimefighting bodyfreefrom political agendas.

3. We believethattheFederalGovernmentshouldceaseto interferein therights
of Statesor Territoriesto conducttreatmenttrials (i.e. theACT herointrial).

4. We believetheFederalGovernmentshouldtruly adoptaharmminimisation
policy towardsdrugsandbalanceresourcesequallyamongstsupply,demand
andharmreductionmeasures.

5. We believetheFederalGovernmentshouldaddresstheimmediateproblems
ofbingealcoholuseandamphetamineuseexplosionas amatterof urgency.
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2 fl
U


