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ENOUGH IS ENOUGH
ANTI-VIOLENCE MOVEMENT INCORPORATED

P.O. Box 24
Jannali,NSW 2226
Tel: (02)9542 4029

Fax: (02) 9542 7009
Mob: 0418461 199

August20th 2002.

Ms CatherineComish
Secretary,HouseofRepresentatives
ParliamentHouse
CanberraACT 2600

DearCatherine

Thankyou for theopportunityto supply informationto thestandingcommitteeon legal
andconstitutionalaffairs.

Background

TheEnoughIsEnoughorganisationwas formedin late 1994following themurderofmy

sonMichael andsobeganourjourney.

Our original focuswason creativevictims supportandwehavebeenvery successfulin
that area,receiving international recognitionfor our work and the documentaryfilm
‘Facingthedemons’.

The areasof our work thenspreadinto schools,juvenilejusticeand into prisonswhere
werunregularprograms.

Thisputs us in a uniquepositionin seeingcrime throughtwo different setsof eyes,the
aftermathandthepreventionsidewith adifferentperspectiveto most.

I havejust returnedfrom Minnesota,USA whereas a representativeofNSW Attorney
GeneralsVictim Advisory Board I attendedan internationalconferenceon restorative
circlesandpractices.

Terms ofReference

I would be ableto put togethera physicalpresentationincluding victims, offendersand
bureaucratscoveringall aspectsof your termsof reference,in the meantimeI wish to
offer informationon thefollowing:
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Email: team@enoughisenough.org.au• Website:www.enoughisenough.org.au

ENOUGHIS ENOUGHis a long term anti-violenceprogram
basedon personalresponsibilityandreform by education.

S Submission
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i (c) Fearofcrime in the community

It is my understandingthat 70% + of the community is educatedby media, TV,
newspaper,talk back radio, magazinesetc., where serious crime is sensationalised
creatingthefear thatmajorcrime is out of control— this is not thecase!

This fear is compoundedby the frustrationwith the legal systemwhich appearsto be
letting all offendersoff lightly.

Theend resultis thecommunityis fearful and thereforedefensiveand cynical towards
thosepreventingcrime from happeningin the first place.

Although it is my belief that we live in an offenderfriendlysocietywheretheneedsof
offendersareseenasmoreimportantthanthoseofthevictims.

~ This canbegreatlyexpandedto includeyouth,raceandelderlyissues.

Solutions:

• Mediaresponsibility
• Realstatisticspromotedwithoutsensation

Acknowledgmentofcommunityfears
• “Responsibility10 becomea religion
• Overhauloflegalprofession

ii (d) The impact ofbeing a victim of crime and thefear ofcrime

Whena personis impactedby crime,violenceand anti socialbehaviourtheresultsmay
be very traumaticleaving peopledevastatedthe following introduction into the legal
systemcanfurthervictimisethosepersons.

Also a victim takesonboardwhathashappenedaspersonalwhenin mostcasesit is not!
Thedamageis doneasa meansto anend.

Thoughtsof—
Whyme?
Will it happenagain?
Is/aretheycomingback?
Is/aretheyfollowing me?

This thinking expandsthefear.
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Most counsellingmodelsareaboutlisteningnot giving direction. Ourcounsellingmodel
‘Victim, Survivor, Thriver the Journey’ is outcomefocused;working on the basisthat
victim hoodis atemporarystatusandencouragingpeopleto takebacktheirlife.

The legal professionattitude towardsvictims is get them money and let them heal
themselves,whenin fact thebiggestsingleissuefor victims is justice,which is supposed
to befree(HA!).

Thelackofconcernfor victims ofcrimewithin thelegal systemis appalling.

Solutions:

• Acknowledgementofvictimsneeds
• Expandingofvictimsservices
• Overhaulofthelegalsystem
• Judicialeducationprograms
• Useofcooperativejusticepractices
• Useofpositivecounsellingmodels

iii (g) Effectivenessof sentencing

As a result of our current sentencingproceduresand types of sentences,home,
communityservices,periodicand full time gaol the repeat offending rates are over 70%
of currentinmatepopulation“If we continueto do whatyou havealwaysdoneyouwill
continuetogetwhatyou havealwaysgot’~

Whatwearedoingis not working!

TheRearebasicprinciplesthat canbe adoptedand with training of personnelinvolved

will work andchangegaolculture.

Solutions:

We arecurrentlywriting apaperon “Sentencingcanhavepositiveoutcomesfor all”.

• Appropriatesentences— right sentencefor theright offender(Judges)
• introductionthecommunityinprisonprogramsandinmatesupport
• Overhaulthe legalsystem
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Thereis much,muchmoreto be said abouttheseissues,my concernis that it will beall
saidandnothinghappenat any level.

I would loveto becomemoreinvolved in this initiative if I wassuretherewould besome
action.

You will find enclosedliterature on someof the work we do acrossthe community,
shouldyouwishto discussanyaspectofourworkpleasecontactme.

Yourththhl~/~

Ken~~M~slew AM
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