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RE: Inquiry into crime in the community, victims, offendersand fear of crime

I encloseacopyofmy earliere-mailand submissionrelatingto finesenforcementsent
to yourcommitteein recentweeks.

I now enclosea copyofthefollowing;
1. Discussionpaper— sentencingofmultiple offendersin WA — 15 July 1998.
2. My decisiondated26 July 1999 in which I first publicly raisedmy concern

aboutvictims of crimebeingadverselyaffectedwhenconcurrentsentencesare
imposed.

3. Discussionpaperre: MORO —v- The Queen,which raisesconcernre theuseof
thetotality principle in sentencing— thepaperalsoraisesconcernsre thepresent
approachof suspendingdriverslicensesfor non-paymentoffines.

4. Transcriptofsentencingremarksin thematterof Dixon in July 2002 in which I
departed from the practice of imposing a concurrentsentencefor multiple
burglaryoffences. This decisionis now thesubjectofan appealto theSupreme
CourtofWesternAustralia.(AppealNo. SJA 1088/02)

Thethrust ofmy view is that concurrentsentencestend to send thewrongmessageto
both the victim and the offender. I would be pleasedto put theseviews to the
committeein personif it visits Perth

I shouldmakeit clearthatI recognisethattheCommonwealthParliamenthasno power
to makelawsrelatingto offencesagainstStateLaw; howevertaking alongtermview, I
believe thereis a needfor the Statesto adoptuniform legislation in regardto basic
matterssuchastraffic offences,burglaryandsentencingof offendersforthoseoffences.

Yours faithfully

STIPENDIARYMAGISTRATE

2 August2002
enc


