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HouseofRepresentativesStanding Conunitteeon LegalandConstitutionalAffairs

Inquiry into Crime in the Community:
Victims, Offenders and the Fear of Crime

Canterbury City Council’s Submission

Thereare threethemes in oursubmission:

D PromotionofBestPracticePartnershipsandCo-ordination

o RecognitionandSupportof theRoleofLocalGovernment
- SituationalCrimePreventionandSocialDevelopment

o ResourcmgCommunityDevelopment
- Supportingvictims andthreelevelsofCrimePrevention

Our partnership with the Commonwealth
The Inquiiy is investigating,in the broadestpossibleterms,the incidenceand
fearofcrimeandtheeffectivenessofmeasuresto counterandpreventcrime.

We welcomethe Commonwealth’scommitmentto partnershipsas expressed
in the establishmentof theNational CrimePreventionStrategy.This strategy
acknowledgesthe Commonwealth’sleadershiprole in alleviatingcrime and
violence;to promoteinnovativewaysto preventcrimeandthefearof crime.

We alsosupporttherole of the Commonwealthin furtheringthe objectivesof
theANZ CrimePreventionMinisterial Forum(2000):

o To supportstrategicthinkingandpolicy development
o To promoteresearch
o To encourageinnovation& supportevidence-basedprograms
o To promotepartnershipsandco-ordination
o To encourageintegrationof crimepreventioninto the corebusiness

ofotherorganisations.

The Commonwealthshouldcontinue to support and promote modelsof
good practice amongstCouncils that promote local partnerships

to further theseobjectives.

> This could include supporting Stateauthorities to fund Councils and
communities that are effectively implementing approvedstrategies.
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Council’s Roleand Policy Approach
Consistent with the Commonwealth’s objectives in Crime Prevention,
CanterburyCity Council hasalsobeenconcernedwith communitysafetyand
crimepreventionfor manyyears.

We recognisethe impacts of the incidence and fear of crime on local
communities.We recognisethat we sharewith other levelsof govermnenta
responsibilitywithin our recognisedauthority to take action to minimise the
incidenceof crime and reduce the risk factors associatedwith offending
behaviour.

We, as a local Council, havesupportedcommunityinitiatives to build social
capitalandhavefor manyyearsundertakena wide varietyofworkswithin our
environmentalandinfrastructurerolesto preventcrime.

Like a growing number of Councils in NSW, we have more recently
welcomed a role in strategic and co-ordinatedprogramming to support
situationalanddevelopmentalapproachesto crimeprevention.

More specifically this has includeda holistic approachto co-ordinatingour
activities with our community, private and governmentrepresentativesin
performingthefollowing roles:

o CommunityconsultationandResearch
o Community Development - promoting partnerships with our

community,local groups,police,andStategovernmentbodies.
o Co-ordinatedplanning.
o InformationandCommunityEducation.
o EnvironmentalandCommunityFacility Development.
o ManagementofPublicSpace.
o IntegratedEnvironmentalDesignand developmentassessment.
o ProgramDeliveryfor victims, offendersandat-riskgroups.
o Evaluation
o CommunityAdvocacy

In recognisingthe diversity of local government,there shouldalso be
recognition and recurrent support of Councils that take an activeand

effectiverole in crime prevention.

> The Commonwealthwith its larger tax baseshould resourcecapital
works that contribute to the developmentof social infrastructure such

ascommunityand youth centres.
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The Role of Neighbourhood Community Centres in
Crime Prevention
Over many years, Councils have provided essential support to the
developmentofneighbourhoodcommunitycentresin theirareas.

Thesecentresplay a critical role in communitysafetyandcrimeprevention.

Theyoffer flexible andresponsivecrimedetectionandinterventionservicesin
a non-threatening, inclusive environment. They also provide valuable
activitiesat all threelevelsofcrimeprevention:

Primary Prevention:

SecondaryPrevention:

Tertiary level:

CommunityInformation
Promotingparticipation& communitydevelopment
Providingadult education/culturalexperiences
Building communityharmonyandbelonging
HomeandCommunityCare
RecreationServices
Early intervention— Child care.Playgroups
Building SocialCapital

Victims supportprograms
Parenteducationandcounsellingservices
Emergencyrelief, materialassistanceand supported
accommodation
First timeoffendercasemanagement/treatment
Supportandredirectionof at-riskgroups
Drugpreventionactivities.

Offendertreatmentprograms(AA, Narcan)
Prisonerreleaseprograms
DomesticViolenceandChild protectionservices
Courtorderplacements

> A whole-of-governmentapproachshouldbe pursued to develop
minimum standards of serviceto local areas.

~ TheCommonwealthshouldalso pursuea partnership with the states
to increaselevelsof recurrent funding to thesecentresin recognition of

their role in community safetyand crime prevention.


