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To Julia Thoener, InquhySecretary,
HouseofRepresentativesStandingCommittee/Legal/Constit.Affairs,
Par1iamei~tHouse~Canberra.

FromJoy Potts,of theNSW CountryWomen’sAssociation. ~t1 1+ OCT 2002

Re: Inquiry into Crime in the Community.NSW Parliament Hoi~s~

Sydney. 10 October,2002.

I am sorry I did not have the chanceoftalkingto you onthe 10th. Could
you pleasearrangefor the following commentsto bepresentedto theHon.
Bronwyn BishopMP?

Firstly I want to complimenttheChair for thegraciousmannerin which
shehandledthe inquiry.

Dr. Washeraskedaboutcrime in the country areas.The CWA doeshave
branchesin metropolitanareas,butmostarein rural/regional/outback.I
tried - not very successfully- to get acrossthemessagethatthe smaller
cities - like Cessnock- aremuchbetter off thanthosein the metropolitan
areas,crime-wise. Mainly, I think, becauseeventhough ourpolice force
is stretched,the policeknow everyone- theyknow who areon the fringe,
who usesdrugs, they know who getsthe freepartypacksfor clean
injecting, theyknow who dealsandtheyarekept undersurveillance.
I mentioneda local rag “The Independent”-- thispaper reportson the
local court cases-andit is thesamefamiliesfacingcourt eachfortnight -

for no-showat previous courts, traffic infringements,usingdrugsetc.

I must sayI wasimpressedwith thelogic ofDr. WasherandMr. Bottom
re the seemingcorrectnessgivendrugusing,so long as HLV etc. do not
resultfrom sharing needlesetc.

Anotherplus for country/rural areasre crime is that theseareasdo not
havethe“racist” gangs- Aboriginal, Asianetc.

Dr. Washeralsoaskedre deterrents to goingto gaol.. I now remembera
timewhen youngjuvenile offendersweretaken to gaolsandshown --

wartsandall -- justwhat couldhappento them in gaol, if theykept on
stretchingthe law. I don’t know whether this schemeworked or if it is
still practised,but I am sure thereis somemerit in it.

Many thanks, Ms Thoener.


