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1. A significantpartofmy work asa consultantclinical andforensicpsychologistis

to carry out personality profiles of Offenders and in some instancestheir

immediatefamily.

This is doneto

a) assistwith sentencing

b) assistwith themanagementofthesepeople

c) to assesstheir suitability for inclusion in “special programmes”and if

included,potentialmanagementproblems.

2. Having now profiled a greatmany Offendersand/or family members,it has

becomeapparentthat many (indeedthe vast majority) sharecertainpersonality

traits and characteristics. Certain typesof Offendersalso sharecertainsocio-

economicfeaturesandeducationalhistory.

To illustratethispoint I havechosentwo (2) OffenderProfilesandone(1) family

memberprofile. All of thesepeoplehavebeenseenthroughmy Campbelltown

Practice.
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- This is apparentlynot uncommon

Outcome

Becameamemberof whaton thesurfacewould seema“Lebanesegang” — thereality

of the gangis “it’s an ideology gang”madeup of peoplefrom different racial and

ethnicbackgrounds,includingAnglo-Saxonbackgroundandnot only Lebanese(the

leaderwasof Lebanesebackground)

Theideologydriving thegang’sbehaviour:

• Theyare:-angryandalwayslooking for anopportunityto expresstheanger

BeliefPatterns:-

• seeselfasnot fitting into “conventionalsociety” andthereforewererejecting

of“social norms”

• don’t trustanyone

• violenceis normal

• theend“justifies themeans”

o will tell youwhattheythink youwantto hear

o will do whateveris “necessary”withoutanyconcern

The Diagnosis: Anti-SocialPersonalityDisorderwith paranoidfeatures
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-~ Perceivedsocialstatus

• Initially, given a minor role distributing drugs — eventually“worked

wayup”

~ Thegang— not racially driven,ideologydriven(sameasCaseStudy 1)

The Diagnosis

Anti-SocialPersonalityDisorder

(iii) CaseStudy 3 — Female— (Offender’s Partner

)

Background

• Raisedin dysfunctionalhome— sexuallyassaultedby unclefor first time at age4

years. Furthersexualassaultsoccur— theuncle,aneighbour

• Very closerelationshipto father

o Mother hasnumerousaffairs/promiscuous— no time for children; too

busyattemptingto meetown needs

o Bothparentsheavyalcoholuse

• Fatherdiedwhenshewas 13 years

• Mothermovedboyfriendin — sexualassaultsoccur

• Sheescapeshomeat 14/15years

• By 17 years,had
1

st child andin adefactorelationship
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B. Cognitive (i.e., ways of perceivingand interpreting self, other people and

events)

C. Affectivity (i.e., the range,intensity, lability and appropriatenessof emotional

response)

D. Interpersonalfunctioning

E. Impulsecontrol

F. The enduringpatternis inflexible andpervasiveacrossa broadrangeof personal

andsocialsituations

G. Theenduringpatternleadto clinically significantdistressor impairmentin social,

occupational,or otherimportantareasoffunctioning.

H. Thepatternis stableandoflong durationandits onsetcan be tracedbackat least

to adolescenceor earlyadulthood

I. Theenduringpatternis notbetteraccountedfor asamanifestationor consequence

ofanothermentaldisorder

J. The enduringpatternis not due to the directphysiologicaleffectsof a substance

(e.g., a drug ofabuse,a medication)or a generalmedicationcondition(e.g.,head

trauma).

Children

There is overwhelming evidence to prove that children raised in environments

characterisedby: chronic violence and instability are predisposedto suffer Major

Depressionand/orMajor Anxiety Disordersin later life.
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a) mothertelling anotherthat it is normal for mento bash

women

b) thievingvs. stealing

Thereality is, this cycle is notgoing to be stoppedby punishmentalone.

Whatis requiredis a shift in attitudeandperceptionin thesepeopleasto what is Normal

andwhatis Dysfunctional.

With regardto this point, I would like to devote some time to a Project that I am

attemptingto develop. This programmehas,througha systemicapproach,the ability to

breakthis cycle.

The Airds Project

1. Presentstats— givehandout— explainthefigureswill havegreatlyincreased

2. Developedoutofmy earlyvolunteerworkwith underprivilegedpeople

~ Theplaygroup(currently55 familiesregistered)

— children parentingchildren who don’t evenknow how to play

with theirchild

— Haveobservedthat mostofthepeoplein theestatearedepressed

andangry -~ manyappearto havesymptomsofP.T.S.D.
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As alreadystated,if we areto haveany real chanceofbreakingthis cycle in which the

Offendersof tomorrow are developing, we must adopt a systemic approachto the

problem. One that helps thesepeople redefine their concept of what is Acceptable

Behaviourandthus,what is “normal”.

Note Contact S. J. Woods for full details of Airds Project, including

budgetandbusinessplan.


