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DearMs Bishop,
Re: Timor Gap Treaty.

It isgratif~’ingto learnthattheproposednewtreatyallows for a 90:10split ofrevenuesin favour of
East Timor asopposedto theprevious50:50split However I am concernedto learnthat the proposed
treaty doesnot adequatelyspell Out guaranteesconcerningdevelopmentrelated trainingand
employment which will be ofbenefit to theindigenouspeopleofEastTimor.

I am alsoconcerned that theAustralian Governmenthas withdrawnfrom disputeresolution
settlementprocedures offeredby the IJC and the InternationalTribunal onthe Law ofthe Sea with
respectto thedispute concerning themaritimeboundarybetweenAustraliaandthenewnationofEast
Thnor.

As oneoftheworld’s poorestnations,EastThnor is facingmanychallenges.

It is importantfor EastTimor to be able to maximise the incomeit receivesfrom the developmentof
itsnatural resourcessothat its dependenceonaidis decreasedandit becomestrulyindependent.
Revenuesfrom oil andnaturalgas represent hopefor the futurehealthandeconomicprosperity ofthe
EastTimoresepeople.

Australiaiswell endowed‘with naturalresourcesandcan afford to concedein regard to theargument
that mostor all of Great Sunriserightfully belongsto EastTimor andthat themaritime boundary
shouldbe fixed by theapplication of amedianline to dividetheTimor Sea.

Australia’s withdrawal from thedispute settlementmechanismsofthe ICJ andIJNCLOS seen~tobe
an over-reactionandmaybe perceivedby EastTimor asanunfriendlyact. It is importantfor the
relationship betweenEastTimor andAustralia to be oneofmutualrespectand it is importantfor the
stability oftheregionthat EastTimor becomeseconomicallyviable.

In ratiI~jingthetreatyAustraliashoulddeclarethecentralityofthetreaty’s“without prejudice” clause,
declarethat the Treatydoesnot inhibit the extentofEastTimor’s maritimeclaims,andconfinn that
Australiawill prioritise trainingandemployment opportunities for EastTimoresenationalsand
residents.

I urge your committeeto considerthesematters.

Yours faithfully,

M~aretPollock.
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