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TheHonJulieBishopMP
ParliamentHouse,Canberra2600 2 T AUG 20U2 ~J
ACT B ‘Y:

To theHon JulieBishop

In relationto thecurrentnegotiationsbetweenAustralianandtheEastTimor aboutthe
ownershipoftheTimor GapI would like to view my opinionson thesituation.

TheratificationofthecurrentTreatywill notprovidethebestpossibleoutcomefor East
Timor andis likely to leadto anegativeperceptionofAustraliafrom theEastTimorese
people.

Thefailure to unlocktheresourcesoftheTimor Seafor thefull benefitofEastTimor
mayhavesignificantconsequencesfor longer-termhumandevelopment,economicself-
relianceandstability in EastTimor. Revenuesfrom oil andnaturalgascurrently
representEastTimor’s greatesthopefor meetingthepeople’sbasicneeds,including
economicdevelopment,healthandeducation.In contrast,Australiais alreadywell
endowedwith natural,mineralandpetroleumresourcesandwealth.

As a newnation,thepeopleofEastTimor deservetheopportunityto pursuetheirdesire
to delimit theirsovereignboundariesandsecuretheirphysicalplacein theworld.

Australia’swithdrawalfrom thedisputesettlementmechanismsoftheICJandUNCLOS
seemsto be an over-reactionthat severelylimits EastTimor’s optionsin seekingan
objective,third partyresolutionof themaritimeboundarydispute.

PleaseconsiderthesepointsandI hopeyour contributionto thenegotiationprocesswill
leadto an equaldecisionthatwill notdisadvantageEastTimor.

Yourstruly,

AidanAsh
ArchaeologyStudent
FlindersUniversity
SouthAustralia


