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DearM op /2

ank ou for your lettersof 18 and25 June2002, inviting theQueenslandGovernmentto
providecOmmentonvariousproposedinternationaltreatiesthatarebeingreviewedby the
JointStandingCommitteeon Treaties.

Havingconsideredthesetreatiesandtheirrespectivenationalinterestanalyses,I do not
considerthat theproposedtreatyactionscreateconcernsfor Queensland.TheQueensland
Governmentspecificallysupportsseveralofthetabledtreatyproposals.

Bilateral treatyactionswith EastTimorregardingtheTimor Sea
Queenslandhassignificantinterestin theCommonwealthsuccessfullyfinalising and
implementingtheTimor SeaTreaty. ThenatureoftheTreatyandthemaimerin which it is
implementedandadministeredmayimpacton thetiming andmaimerofresource
developmentin theTimor Sea.

TheQueenslandGovernmenthasa stronginterestin gasresourcedevelopment.The
QueenslandEnergyPolicy— A CleanerEnergyStrategyincludesarangeof elements
designedto stimulatethedevelopmentofcompetitivelypricedgasin Queensland.
Queenslandhasofferedpublic supportfor all potentialfuturesourcesof gas,including thc~se
from theTimor Sea,in orderto assistwith achievingtheseobjectives.

TheGreaterSunrisegasfield; which is partly (20%)locatedwithin theJointPetroleum
DevelopmentArea,is ofcurrentinterestto Queensland.DespitetheExchangeofNotes
constitutinganAgreementbetweenAustraliaandEastTimor concerningArrangementsfor
ExplorationandExploitationofPetroleumin an AreaoftheTimorSeaprovidinga
continuationoftheexistingarrangements,thelackofresolutiononmaritimeboundaries
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betweenAustraliaandEastTimor continuesto createuncertaintyfor theprojectpartners
involved in thedevelopmentofthe gasreserves.TheQueenslandGovernmentencourages
theCommonwealthGovernmentto quicklyresolvetheissueofmaritimeboundarieswith
EastTimor andensureajustbenefitsharingarrangementis reached.

Agreementto PromoteCompliancewith InternationalConservationandManagement
MeasuresbyFishingVesselson theHigh Seas
TheQueenslandGovernmentsupportsthis Agreement.While theAgreementwill not affect
thedayto dayactivitiesofthe QueenslandFisheriesService,the illegal unreportedand
unregulatedfishing activitiesthat this treatyseeksto reducewill haveclearbenefitfor all
fisheneswith1n theAi3stralianExclusiveEconom1cZone,meLdingthosemanagedbythe
QueenslandGovernment. V

InternationalConventionfor theSuppressionoftheFinancingofTerrorism
The QueenslandGovernmenthasno objectionto theratificationofthis Convention.The
measuresproposedfor domesticimplementationoftheConvention’sobligationsdo not
affectQueenslandlegislationor administrativeresponsibilities.

AgreementestablishingtheInternationalOrganisationof Vineand Wine
While the Queenslandwineindustryis comparativelysmall at present,considerable
developmentis occurring,including theinternationalpromotionofQueenslandwines. The
treatyfurthersQueensland’sinterestsin improving securityandopportunitiesfor
internationalharmonisationin thewineindustry. By facilitatingrecognitionofthevalidity
ofcurrentAustralianwinemakingpracticesthetreatywill createopportunitiesto expand
Queensland’swine exportmarket.

Thankyou forprovidinganopportunityto considerandcommenton theseproposedtreaty
actions.

Yourssincerely

PETER BEATTIE MP
PREMIER AND MINISTER FOR TRADE

Page2 of 2


