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TheHonJulieBishopMP
Chair
JointStandingCommitteeon Treaties
ParliamentHouse 1 2 AUG 2002
CanberraACT 2600

DearMs Bishop

I amwriting in responseto yourlettersinviting NSW to commentonvarious
proposedinternationaltreatiestabledin theCommonwealthParliamenton 18 and
25 June2002.NSWappreciatesthis invitation, andis pleasedto makethefollowing
commentson thesetreaties.

In relationto theTimor SeaTreaty,NSW supportsthedevelopmentoftheSunrise
andBayu-Undanpetroleumandgasfields. In particular,NSW supportsthe
connectingof thesefields to thesouth-eastAustraliangasmarketsandthegreater
economicbenefitswhichwill therebyaccrueto thepeopleof EastTimor and
Australia.NSWthereforesuggeststhatArticle 8, Paragraph(e)of theTimorSea
Treatybeamendedasfollows:

“NeitherAustralianorEastTimor mayobjectto, norin anywayimpede,a
proposalto usefloatinggasto liquidsprocessingandoff-takein theJPDAon
a commercialbasiswheresuchproposalshallproducegreater economic
benefitsfor thepeopleof EastTimor andAustraliahigherrevenuesto
Australiaarid EastTimor from royaltiesandtaxesearnedfrom activities
conductedwithin theJPDAthanwould beearnedif gasweretransportedby
pipeline.”
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Concerningthe InternationalConventionfor theSuppressionoftheFinancingof
Terrorism,New SouthWalesnotesthat the SuppressionoftheFinancingof Terrorism
Bill 2002createsanoffenceof ‘doing anyactin preparationfor’ a terroristactand
alsoproscribes‘providing funds’ for terrorism.Despitethegeneralityof these
sections,NSW would appreciatetheCommonwealthensuringthe funding of,or
launderingof,moneyfor a terroristorganisation(withoutbeingintendedto fund a
specificact)is proscribed.NSWwould alsoaskthattheCommonwealthensuresthat
‘providing funds’ doesnotexcludemoneylaundering,which is not technicallythe
provisionof fundsbut theconcealmentof origin.

I ampleasedto advisethat thereareno issuesof concernfrom a NSWperspectivein
relationto theothertreatiesreferredto in your correspondence.

Shouldyou haveanyqueries,TheCabinetOfficecontactfor this matteris
NazliMunir, PrincipalPolicyOfficer, IntergovernmentalandRegulatoryReformBranch
(telephone02 92284981,e-mailnazli.munir@mail.cabinet.nsw.gov.au).

RogerB Wilkins
Director-General


