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BY:
DearMs Bishop

Thankyou for yourletterof 3 December2002regardingtheproposedtreatiesthat arebeing
reviewedby theJointStandingCommitteeon Treaties.

Your letterinvited commenton anumberoftreatiesincluding:

• InternationalTreatyon PlantGeneticResourcesforFoodandAgriculture (PGRFA),
doneat Romeon 3 November2001;

• JointConventionon theSafetyofSpentFuelManagementandon theSafetyof
RadioactiveWasteManagement,doneatViennaon 5 September1997;and

• Amendment,doneatCambridge,UnitedKingdomon 14 October2002,to the
Scheduleto theInternationalConventionfor theRegulationofWhaling,doneat
Washingtonon 2 December1946.

TheACT will not bemaking asubmissionto theCommitteeon thesematters,otherthanto
saythat, in relationto theInternationalTreatyon PGRFA,theACT acknowledgesthe
implicationsfor Australianagricultureoffailing to ratify. Australia’sinterestscanonly be
protectedby participatingin thedeliberationsoftheTreaty’sGoverningBody, to be
establishedfollowing theTreaty’sentry into force.

Thankyou for theopportunityto commenton thetreatiesunderinquiry.

Yourssincerely

JonStanhopeMLA
ChiefMinister
17 JAN 7003
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