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Mr PaulNeville.
Coa]itionBackBenchCommunicationsCommittee.
ParliamentHouse
Canberra.

DearMr Nehi,

At their meetingon 20th Februarythe membersof theBellingenBranch
passedamotion expressingtheirprotestatthecontinueddowngrading oftheABC.

As seniormembersof communitythemembershaverelied on theABC over
many yearsas the major source of accurateinformation as to local, nationaland
internationalnewsarid to advancementsin thecommunity.

During the local flood earlierthis month the ABC at Kempsywas a main
sourceofnewsas to flood conditionsin thearea.We havealso found it is a way of
gettinginformationasto local eventsto ourcommunity.

Coverageof the Bellingen areacould be improvedas thereare areaswhere
receptionis very variableon the AM band. Many older receiversdo not haveaFM
capabilityand listenerscannotreceivestationsthat carrylocal newsthathavemoved
from AM to FM.

Finally it is felt that theprovision of an unbiasednational broadcasteris a
necessarypart ofcommunicationsas manystationsthat were local are nowpart of
commercialnetworksandhaveno real local contentasthe studiosareat adistance
from ourareaandprovideup to dateinformationon local disasters.

The way that theABC is treatedwill havean influenceon theway in which
someofourmembersvoteattheupcomingFederalLiection.

Yours faithfully,
CPSA.
BellingenBranch.
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