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The Government is committed to ensuring that contracting undertaken by non-corporate
Commonwealth entities subject to the Public Governance, Performance and Accountability
Act 2013 (PGPA Act) is accountable and transparent. The Government recognises the role
that the Senate Order on departmental and agency contracts has played to date in reinforcing
transparency in Government contracting and welcomes the committee’s report reviewing the
operation of the Senate Order.

The Government strongly supports the committee’s recommendation to trial AusTender as
the means by which an entity would satisfy its reporting obligations under the Senate Order
and revise supporting guidance accordingly. Meeting the obligations of the Senate Order
through AusTender has the additional benefit of removing replication that exists across
current reporting regimes and improves the quality and consistency of data reported. The
Government also supports the committee’s proposed name change to the procurement
contracts report on AusTender.

The Government partially supports the committee’s proposed changes to the Senate Order
itself. The Government supports the reduced auditing of compliance with the Senate order.
As the committee has acknowledged, non-corporate Commonwealth entities now enter fewer
contracts containing confidentiality provisions and they are now less likely to incorrectly
report contracts as containing confidentiality clauses. The Government also supports further
technical amendments to the Standing Order by the committee. However, the Government
does not support requiring Ministers to certify the accuracy of entity contract listings. Any
potential benefits of this initiative are outweighed by the additional burden on entities of
added assurance processes. Further, it does not support the extension of the application of the
Senate Order to include corporate Commonwealth entities not currently required to meet the
Senate Order. This is undesirable, given that corporate Commonwealth entities have differing
responsibilities and compliance obligations, and in the majority of cases are not subject to the
Commonwealth Procurement Rules.
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