
 

 
The Fifth Estate Consultancy Pty Ltd   ABN 51 069 838 222 

Suite 203  ▪  Level 2  ▪  23 Hunter Street  Sydney  NSW  2000 
GPO  Box  5494  Sydney  NSW  2001 

T: 02 9232 8282  ▪  F: 02 9232 8275 
 

 

 

24th January 2011 

 

 

Committee Secretary 
Senate Standing Committee on Rural Affairs and Transport 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
CANBERRA  ACT 2600 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

SUBMISSION ON THE MURRAY DARLING BASIN PLAN 

I make this submission in my capacity as a water management policy adviser to the private sector.   

Since 2000 I have advised on a number of commercial ventures within the Murray Darling Basin including those 
in the industrial, agriculture and mining sectors. 

Part of my strategic role has been to make representations to the State and Commonwealth governments on 
specific development and water management issues including applications to the Water for the Future 
programme. 

From time to time together with commercial interests we have developed water saving and efficiency 
management proposals for a number of catchments in the northern and southern parts of the Murray Darling 
Basin. 

Between 2003 and 2004 I acted as the Project Director for the Pratt Water Murrumbidgee Project.   

The project was a jointly funded project by government and Pratt Water. 

Details of the Pratt Water Report and specialist studies can be found at www.prattwater.com.au 

The project applied private sector business principles to the Murrumbidgee catchment based on an inventory 
approach to water management as there was increasing concern about discrepancies in the accounting for water 
and the uses of that water throughout the supply chain – including the environment. 

Questions that drove the project included: 

 How much water is in storage? 
 What and where are the inflows and losses? 
 How much water is’ invoiced ‘for production and the environment? 
 What is the scale of water losses and water saving opportunities 
 What investments can be made to save water? 
 How can saved water be harnessed to provide sustainable regional benefits – human and environmental? 
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