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Summary of Community Action in Response to Proposed Flight Paths and Changes 

This report is a summary of the actions of the Blue Mountains communities of Linden, Woodford and 

Faulconbridge, in response to both the Draft EIS Submission process and the recently 

announced proposed changes to flight paths over our villages. 

I am submitting this report as a set of extensive evidence to support the verbal evidence given through 

witness accounts by Blue Mountains residents at the Senate Enquiry on Friday, 09/08/24. Although the 

witness account I gave was focused on Western Sydney, I felt that given the high number of witness ac-

counts from residents of the village of Linden, further detail of our story would be helpful.  

Aerial photo of Linden NSW looking west. 

Initially prepared by  members of the Linden Residents community group with 

assistance in editing and changes made as per suggestions from the wider community. 

1st September 2024 
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The purpose of this report is to demonstrate that with the little support given to us by the Department of 

Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development, Communications and Arts, our communities have been 

able to engage our residents in using and understanding the Western Sydney International Airport (WSI), 

Noise Tool, Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and various WSI published brochures. These ef-

forts have made our community’s demands perfectly clear. 

This report will also demonstrate how the WSI-led information sessions and communications have fallen 

short of providing clear, equitable and accessible information to all community members. Despite this, 

we in the communities of Linden, Woodford and Faulconbridge, have been able to come together to stand 

as a united community who together and strongly oppose any flight paths over our homes. Through thor-

ough research and effective communication of our findings within the Draft EIS, we have been able to as-

sist each other in accessing and understanding the implications of proposed flight paths. We have been 

able to do this with the incredibly intelligent, motivated and passionate human resources within our small 

but strong community.  



What is proposed to happen to our community: 

In January 2024 there were 7 proposed jet flight paths directly over the community of Linden, which 

would range from 2.5-Skms either side - affecting the surrounding villages of Faulconbridge and Wood

ford. According to the Draft EIS and Noise Tool this would equate to a minimum of 132 flights per 24 

hours at altitudes as low as 3031 feet and with noise occurrences between 60dB(A) and 70dB(A), (for 

the purpose of this report the dB(A) will be referred to as 65). Under initial flight paths a total of approxi

mately 33 overhead aircraft movements would occur between 11pm-5:30am. 

With respect to recent proposed flight path changes there are now 5 jet flight paths and one non-jet flight 

path directly over Linden which would all still range from 2.5-Skms either side - still affecting the sur

rounding villages of Faulconbridge and Woodford. It is difficult to make comparisons in number of flights, 

as the WSI Noise Tool, Draft EIS and the Detailed Noise Charts within the Draft EIS have not been updated. 

By cross-referencing the information that has been provided by WSI it has been suggested that the total 

number of flights per 24 hours may at times be reduced to a minimum of 119 per 24 hours, still at alti

tudes as low as 3031 feet, with noise occurrences remaining at approximately 65dB(A), with 20 of these 

overhead aircraft movements occurring between 11pm-5:30am. This information is based on numbers 

given at the WSI Online Community Information and Feedback Session on 12/08/2024. 

T here was, and still is, extreme concern for the residents of Faulconbridge, Linden and Woodford, due to 

the incredible increase in noise that our communities will experience during overhead flights as outlined 

by information provided by The Department of Infrastructure. 

dB (A) for Faulconbridge, Linden and Woodford according to altitude 
J 

Current dB(A) for Faulconbridge, Linden 

and Woodford according to WSI Noise 

Monitor ing Terminal placed in Linden. 

lndicotive sound level in dB(AI 

Decibel level d8(A) 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 •• •• 
Typicol noise source ltnshoJdCIII _, ........ A.._ l)M-11:irCII)' - ....... -- tklu Food -., - INCi: Fomllllol 

� - ·- - """'"'° - - - oc 7 mccrcs a& 7 mews _, .. 
otl tntft 

Pictured: graph showing measure of sound. WS/ Noise Assessment brochure, June 2023 
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The communities affected by these flight paths:  

A summary of the Linden, Woodford and Faulconbridge communities according to the 2012 Census Data 

shows that we do indeed have less residential density. However we do not feel that this elicits consent to 

placing such a high number of flight paths over our homes. We feel that it is important to understand the 

context of the communities that are being affected by these decisions. It is not overestimation or dramati-

sation that Linden, Woodford and Faulconbridge are set to be the most highly affected communities in the 

Blue Mountains under WSI proposed 24 hour flight paths. This statement is based on the various tables 

within the Draft EIS technical papers that outline the numbers of aircraft movements expected, the noise 

levels expected and the amount (or lack) of, respite that our communities will receive (as little as 0% un-

der some operations).  

Woodford: 1,953 people living across 580 families in 828 households. 

Faulconbridge: 4,156 people living across 1,216  families in 1,582 households. 

Linden: 471 people living across 149 families in 205 households. 

We are a mix of working and non-working individuals, represented by industries including health care, 

teaching, disability and aged care support, social services, government administration, labour, machinery 

operations, police, artists, Defence Force Service People, community workers, tradespersons, carers and 

volunteers. We have residents with intellectual and physical disabilities and with sensory impairments. 

We have residents with chronic health conditions including heart conditions, cancer, lung conditions, ar-

thritis, dementia, Alzheimer’s, kidney disease and diabetes, survivors of trauma and people living and 

struggling with compromised mental health. We are a community with a high current employment rate, 

who work incredibly hard in the areas of paid work and domestic duties.  

In addition to residents, our community is also home to precious historical resources including the cur-

rently operating Linden Observatory which has NSW State Heritage status, as well as precious Aboriginal 

historical sites including the Ticehurst Park Emu Rock engraving site at Faulconbridge which holds signifi-

cant land-sky connections to Aboriginal Dreaming.  

We are a vulnerable community in the face of these flight paths and it is very clear that our community is 

being taken advantage of due to our small population of residents. This has been indicated by WSI repre-

sentatives, including at the recent WSI Online Community Information and Feedback Session. 



Preliminary engagement with and response to the Draft EIS 

Members of our community have been following the plans to direct flights over our homes since the 

preliminary paths were released in June 2023. Members of our community have engaged in various offi

cial WSI information sharing made available to the public. We stand united in strong opposition to flight 

paths and in particular, the heavy concentration of flights overt he villages of Linden, Woodford and 

Faulconbridge including RWY23 Departure North Day, RWY0S Arrival North Night, RWY0S Arrival {RNP) 

North Night, RWY23 Departure North Night and RWY23 Departure Northeast Night. 

While we acknowledge that proposed changes to RWY23 Departure Northeast Night (RRO), RWY23 De

parture North Night (RRO), will give increased respite to our community {40%), we stand in strength and 

unity in saying that, this is not enough and does not reflect the demands we proposed in our submissions. 

The Linden, Woodford and Faulconbridge communities have asked the following questions: 

• Why have Linden, Faulconbridge and Woodford been chosen for 132 flights per 24 hours? 

• Why have we been made the exception to attempts to keep flights off of mid-mountains residents? 

• Why aren 't alternate airspaces being explored that avoid residents and the Blue Mountains altogether? 

• Why are aircraft flying so low over a World Heritage Listed Area with so much historic value? 

Answers we received to these questions have included: 

• It is economical - answer given at the Blaxland Community Information Session, 11/11/2023 

• Linden, Faulconbridge and Woodford were chosen due to their small populations - answer given at 

the WSI Onl ine Community Information and Feedback Session12/ 08/ 24 

• The design team follows the 12 airspace design principles set out in the Western Sydney Airport Plan 
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Pictured: emai l correspondence w ith 

community member asking ques

tions ahead of an online feedback 

session and t he response received 

from WSI represent ative. 



Airspace Design Principles: 

Since community engagement began in June 2023, the Department of Infrastructure and WSI representa

tives have continually referred back to the 12 Airspace Design Principles set out in the Western Sydney 

Airport Plan. These principles were developed in response to feedback received during WSI Stage 1 Devel

opment in 2015 and are an apparent recommendation and requirement to follow for WSI. While these 12 

Principles are continually referred to when WSI flight path design over the Blue Mountains are called into 

question, it is clear by cross referencing these principles to both the WSI Noise Tool and the Draft EIS that 

the communities of Woodford, Linden and Faulcon bridge appear to be an exception to these principles. 

This is particularly dear when referring to the Draft EIS identified Noise Monitoring Terminal (NMT) that 

was placed on Martin Place, Linden, during the month of Aug 2022. 

Pictured below: 12 Airspace Design Principles, WSI Preliminary Flight Paths brochure October 2023 
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Mid-Mountains identified in Draft EIS Chapter 11 

Noise, as a noise sensitive area. Current noise in 

Linden at night being 28dB(A) ac:cording to NMT. 

This will increase to 6SdBA during typical over

flight- 132 times per 24hrs (WSI Noise Tool). 

Linden Observatory identified in Draft EIS Chap

ter 15 Landscape and Visual Amenity as having 

high night time visual sensitivity. Despite this, 

nighttime flight paths were designed to move 

above Linden Observatory as low as 3031 feet. 
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Mountains was the corridor for 7 departing and 

arriving jet aircraft flight paths. Proposed chang-

es only reduces to 5 departing and arriving jet 

aircraft flight paths and 1 non-jet path. 

Even under new proposed changes the Mid

Mountains will experience a minimum of 20 air

craft movements as low as 3031 feet with noise 

of 6SdBA between 9pm-6am. No noise mitiga

tion measures were identified in the Draft EIS 

for Linden or surrounding communities apart 

from proposed changes to one flight path (RRO). 

Linden, Woodford and Faulconbridge already exist as areas of development in noise sensitive areas. 

They are now are designated to also become areas of development in a high noise exposure area. 

At the August 22nd 2024 WSI Community Feedback Session in Faulconbridge, when WSI representatives 

were questioned about the discrimination that exists for residents of Linden, Woodford and Faulconbridge 

it was continually stated that "the principles were applied only where possible". 
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Our communities have engaged in conversation about reasonable requests of the Department of Infra

structure, Transport, Regional Development, Communications and Arts, which included: 

• Changing the concentration of f lights over Linden, Woodford and Faulconbridge and stopping the fu-

ture possibility of any one community having such a high concentration of fl ights 

• Minimising any flights over the Blue Mount ains 

• Exploring alternate use of airspace NOT over Blue Mountains residents 

• Ensuring the security of the UNESCO World Heritage listing of the Greater Blue Mountains 

• Safeguarding Historic sites including Linden Observatory 

• Sharing flight paths more equitably over the whole Sydney Basin 

• Introducing 11pm to 6am curfew and hourly flight caps, j ust like Sydney Airport (SYD) 

Our engagement with official WSI processes in the project has included: 

• Collecting the available brochures provided by WSI and sharing with neighbours 

• Attending local council and government meetings 

• Attending WSI led Community Information Sessions 

• Signing up for emails from WSI and engaging in email correspondence with WSI representatives 

• Phone calls to and from WSI regarding queries such as submission requirements, process and issues 

• Reading through all chapters of the draft EIS and technical papers, particularly as relevant to t he Blue 

Mountains and specifically to Woodford, Linden and Faulcon bridge 

• Engaging with the Noise Tool t o search addresses across the Blue Mountains as per proposed paths 

• Sending t housands of submissions outlining our concerns and demands 
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Pictured: 
Table showing distribu
tion of submitters. 
Table indicates that Mid 
-Mountains Villages 
were able to generate 
the highest number of 
submissions. 

WSI Draft EIS submis
sions overview, May 
2024. 



Community Outrage: 

There was a clear reason as to why a community of such low population was able to generate such a high 

number of submissions. This reason is that we feel we are being completely taken advantage of due to our 

small population. The overwhelmingly large number of submissions that we were able to generate speaks 

literal volumes and sends a clear message that this is not ok. 

However, not all community members were aware of this at first. After engaging with the official WSI in

formation over the months of June- January, it was clear that the information presented by WSI and the 

way in which it was presented to the public was confusing, indirect, inaccessible and insufficient. 

As a result of this, members of our community set about trying to engage our own wider community 

further as we recognised that: 

• By January 2024, some members of our community were still unaware of proposed flight paths and the 

implications of this for Linden, Faulcon bridge and Woodford 

• Some members of our community needed better avenues of access to the information presented within 

the EIS and WSI Noise Tool 

• Some members of our community needed better avenues of access to the submission process 

• The mental health of all community members needed to be supported by making it known that they 

were not alone and that we could work together 

• Every member of our community had the right to know what was about to happen over their homes 

Suppo rting mental healt h: 

It was clear that due to our communities small population and given how heavily our community was af

fected by flight paths, the residents of Linden, Woodford and Faulconbridge were placed in an incredibly 

vulnerable position. We have always felt that the devastating potential consequences on residents' mental 

health should not be understated, as it has been in the Draft EIS. It was clear very early on in this process 

that residents' mental health was already suffering due to proposed flight paths. Neighbours provided 

what support they could to each other by talking, being there for each other, providing accessible infor

mation and offering hope. At the WSI Community Information Session on 11/11/2023 some residents 

were told that there was a specific mental health support line for residents affected by flight paths and 
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details were given of this. However, when residents 

attempted calling the number, it became clear that 

it did, in fact not exist. 

Pictured: email correspondence with WSI regarding 

the mental health hotline that residents were told 

existed at the Community Information Session on 

11/11/2023 

Continued on next page 



r..,m, 
Sent: Friday, 24 No11ember 2023 11:47 PM 

To: WSI F16 ht Paths· 

Hi, 

I tried caning t he number you have given, but t he instruetions were very unc lear. 

Can you please advise as to which number I would select/which optionwo uld be appropria te forthe ,upport line? 

Also, do you know th"operatinghou"? 

Th&nk you 

To: 
Subject: RE: Fligh ts aver Banff [SEC=OFFICIAL) 

Good mornire 

Thank you for you email on 24 November 2023. 

'Mlm you call 1300307 912, anctheyjust stay on the l ine. You cbn't need to press any numbeis. The phone number is staffed 

8::IJAM - 9PM AEDST Monday tc Friday. 

Alternatively h<ere isa ~nk to book a session, if you need: Contact Us Request Service I EAP Psy<: hobgy I Altius Group (al tius 

c;rou q_com_au) 

Outside t hese rimes, if you need 10 talk to someone you can contacuny of the fo llowir« 24/7 suppon services: 

• Beyond Blu e 1300 224 636 

• Ufeline 13 11 14 

111,gards 

From: 
Sent: Wednesdltf, 29 Noveniler 2023 1051 PM 
To: W SI Fll&l>t Pa1l1s 
Sub~d: Re: Fi&f,tsower Sarlf [SS:=OFFOAL) 

Hi 

Now both myself and one of my neighbours were able to g etthrough 10 someone- howe11er. both people we spdce tc 
said that 1hey know nothing about a mental health line or any such service as you have described. 

Does the service you have outi ned exist? 

IMlile I know I can ca ll services like Beyord Blue & Lifeline· my undemanding from what we spoke about at the infor
mation session was 1hat a merta l heakh triage·t)Pe phone number was available. As wth this type of seniice- I did ex· 
pect to be able to speak to someone wro had some background information about the issue. 

Can you clarify if this does exist, as 1he number provided does not lead anywhere and the orline bookilg system is for 
AlttJs Group. who are rot aware of any such services. 

F,om: WSI Fl~ Path s• 
S.,nl: Friday, 1 De::ember 2023 5:18 PM 
To:> 
Cc: WSI Fight Paths 
Subj ed: RE: Ftlghtsower Bartf [SEC:OFFIOAL) 

Hi 

We spoke and followed LP with the assistance proi,-am and confl rm that the service i s avai able. The instrucfun is for conmunity 

members to call the number and to stay on hold untt an ildministratcr cornes on the lne. The adm istrator wilthen 

triill! the ca ll. 'IOI/ just need to mention that you're caq becaue r:J the Wes1ern ~ey Airpcrtflio,tpaths. 

We rrentioned our concem that you didn't have a f luid experience ~en you called previously. °They will folb w LP with their man

agement to ensure all future in1eractions are seamless. 

rm vtry sorry 1D hear about your experience. Please let us know how you go. 

Kind regards 

Pictured: email cor

respondence with 

WSI regarding the 

mental health hot

line that residents 

were told existed at 

the Community In-

formation Session 

on 11/11/2023 

Email correspondence was given up on at this point, because despite further phone calls made, no such 

hotline existed and if the call did successfu lly go through, the person on the other end was unaware of 

what we were ta lking about. The exercise became too stressfu l and time consuming to persist with . 
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Mental Health Reasoning: 

It is not surprising that many residents were displaying signs of Generalised Anxiety Disorder, given the 
information within the Draft EIS that clearly outlined just how affected our community was going to be. 

11.7.3.3 Detailed respite charts 

Figure 11.40 and Aeure 11.41 present examPles of respite cha'1S generated for 15 specific noise sensitive areas, including 
minimum, average, 9011 percentile and maldmum movements for day, evening and nigtt, as well as 1he proportion of days 
with reipite. The sites were selected because they were representative a those most affected under one or more 
scenarios. 

In this l'Jtample, the percentage of days with resp11e g shov.n for socatlons under the Pr~er RunwiJ{ 23 scenario In ZOSS 
for dav, even ins and nilf,t . Figure 11.40 shows that Blaxl,nd i; l ikely to e,,perience 34 per ce<it of davs with respite during 

the da11 increasi1"4: to 100 per cent of days (fvl respite) during the nii,,t (wt'idl indudes use of RRO in this case) 
(Figure 11.41). 
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Pictured: 

Detailed Respite Charts from the 
Draft EIS identifying Linden as a 
noise sensitive areas and showing 
Linden's eventual days of respite 
under example of Runway23 
made more visually accessible by 
highlighting key information for 
community members. Western 
Sydney International Airspace and 

flight path design Draft Environ
mental Impact Statement / Chap
ter 11 Aircraft noise Pages 69&70 

Note: Despite this chart only 

showing Linden, it has been stat-

ed in the WSI Noise Tool that 

flight paths range from 2.5-Skms 

either side. Thus, there would be 

a direct impact on Faulconbridge 

and Woodford, even though 

these villages are not mentioned 
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Our communities concerns were clearly ex
pressed within submissions, with aircraft noise 
being the largest concern, second only to the 
entire project itself. It is also clear in this table 
that social and human health impacts were of 
great concern. 

Pictured: Table showing overview of submissions and 

key issues. WSI Draft EIS submissions overview, May 
2024. 



Information Inaccessibility - Draft EIS: 

The information provided by WSI was confusing to the average person. The Draft EIS induded 25 chapters 

and the ir respective technical papers. Chapters varied in length between approximately 10-20 pages. 

Technical papers varied in length, some up to 800 pages, such as the technical paper on Aircraft Noise. 

Members of the community were directed to the chapters of the EIS and in most cases, directed to the 

summaries of each chapter. However, the details that showed the great deficit that the communities of 

Woodford, Linden and Faulconbridge would be facing were detailed only in the technical papers. This in

cluded the details and summaries of the Noise Monitoring Tools used in Linden {which will be discussed 

further on in this report) and the sheer volume of flights that would be experienced by our communit ies, 

being a minimum of 132 movements per 24 hours. 

Information Inaccessibility - Noise Tool: 

The WSI Noise Tool was residents' way of understanding what flights were going to affect their homes. 

However, it did not take into account the altitude of the Blue Mountains and based altitudes of aircraft 

movements on runway level. It d id not reflect noise levels as outlined in the Draft EIS. Use of the Noise 

Tool assumed that residents had an average to high level of computer skills, owned a computer or laptop 

and had the time and mental capacity to undertake researching the Noise Tool. The Noise Tool and Draft 

EIS were very difficult to access on a smart phone or tablet. 

To fully understand all flights going over a persons home, they had to compare and count up information 

from approximately four d ifferent screens and although a 'property report' generator was introduced 

during late 2023, many of the details given in this property report differed from those outlined in the 

Draft EIS, based the altitude on runway level and did not take into account Blue Mountains altitudes and 

d id out outl ine the noise that would be experienced. 

_.,._ .. __ _ 
-·-----_,.,. ___ _ 
·--

..,.._ .. __ 
-------=~-=-== ----. . .. ... - ----

-------__"" ____ _ ---

=;..=:=.:::..= .. __ _ 

=-= . -.... 
liliil -
c ---

Pictured: Exam

ple of the sever

a I paths set to go 

over Linden, 

which requ ired 

r igorous naviga

t ion of the WSI 

- -=- """'='~ ""l Noise Tool to 

v iew, compre

hend and amal-

gamate. WSI 

online Noise 

Tool December 

2023 

At the August 22nd 2024, WSI Community Feedback Session in Faulconbridge, when WSI representatives 

were questioned about why residents so highly affected by flight paths were not communicated to more 

d irectly and provided with more accessibility, they gave the response that the Department of Infrastruc

ture worked to make the Noise Tool and Draft EIS "as easy to use as possible". They were given the feed

back that these methods were indeed inaccessible to the majority of residents. 
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Community Engagement: 

The overwhelming response to the Draft EIS did not happen over night and did not happen in direct re

sponse to information given out by WSI representatives. Working together, the communities of Linden, 

Faulconbridge and Woodford were able to generate interest which led to a domino effect of wider com

munity engagement regarding the Noise Tool and Draft EIS which included: 

• Engaging in informal conversation with neighbours 

• Holding informal small group meetings to formulate actions to be taken as community 

• Attending local citizens association meetings 

• Creating a community flyer with a summary of key points from the Noise Tool and Draft EIS 

• Sharing information about WSI community evets to social media platforms to create 

Help Protect the Blue Mountains Against 

Western Sydney Airport (WSI) 24-hr Flight Paths 
Flight paths are preliminary and can be changed if we act now! 

Go 10 lindenresidents.com to, 

EIS summaries and Noist Tool info<mation. 

Submissions cl ose 31January 2024. 

lliDaces in the Blue Mountains 

ate some ol the most heaviy impaaed 

com,,...nities unde< the proposed fight paths 

and some will ••perlence at least 

132 aircuftmowm«1ts ~ r 24.hrs. 

A wave of opposition will 

have influence! 

...... 
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Pictured: 

Flyer front and back t hat was printed and 

distributed to all homes in Linden, Faulconbridge, 

Woodford, across communities in the Blue Mountains 

and further. This flyer developed by community 

members used information directly from WSI bro

chures, summarised to be easier to understand. 

24-hr flights proposed to go directly over Linden! 

Altitudes weracini between 6.500ft ( l.20Sm) •nd 13.000ft (4.000ml. 

There will be nocurftw: aircraft wil f l,, 24 hours a day. 

App·oximatdy ZOof thex llichts wll o«ur brt_,.n 11:00pm end 5:30am. 

The Unden community falls into the N60 Contour. 

Noise levels will be at around 65 ,o 75 dll(A), equillillent to a washing machine. 

We can each make multiple submissions opposing flight paths 

Go to linden residents.com to c.h~c topk.$ rclevont to you •nd '-nd ,vmmorb«d 

inlormotion from the draft EIS and WSI Nois• Tool accordinJ to thatarea. 

You can use this information to help tell your story and create a submission. 

You can view Aishtpadl.s here: wsillightpaths.oerlabs.com 

Mak, vou, own submission in one of these wm: 
Online fonn: www.wsillightpaths,ov.au/make-a-submission 

Ilia emol: eis.submissions(tinfrasttuctur<.govau 

Post to: WSI Fll'M Poth namGPO 8ooc S94 Canberra ACT 2601 

"lo u:., up to cbto or for~ eo<ial ,,.ocfi> or to,ct ...w.cca.go COPI J thOC: lly04" o'"'*": 

linden.nsw,esidents@gmail.<om 

We have until 31st January to make a submission 

Pictured: 

Social media post about WSI information session 

12 



Breakdown of flights over Linden, Faulconbridge and Woodford 

Community members worked together to summarise information within the Draft EIS and Noise Tool as 

relevant to the Blue Mountains, in particular, to Linden, Faulconbridge and Woodford as to be more easily 

understood by neighbours. We created alternative supports for our neighbours who were unable to ac

cess written or computer based information and unable to access a library. 

Pictured left: a map created in January 2024 to 

show how all flight paths affect all of the Blue 

Mountains, with a zoom in on Linden to show 

the concentration of flights and explain to 

community members that flight paths ranged 

from 2.5-Skms either side - showing the direct 

impact on Faulconbridge and Woodford, even 

though these villages are not mentioned in the 

Draft EIS. 

At the WSI Community Feedback Session in Faulconbridge on August 22nd 2024, maps were displayed 

showing proposed changes, estimated noise occurrences over particular areas and maps showing 

pro-posed changes. Residents of the Blue Mountains Village of Linden were very upset to see that Linden 

was not marked on these maps, despite five arriving and departing flight paths running over the 

village. Faulconbridge and Woodford were marked on some displayed maps. When speaking to residents, 

council members and also WSI Representatives, many people had not considered the amalgamation 

of flight paths over Linden, thus affecting Woodford and Faulconbridge. 

Pictured below: a map created to explain August 2024 proposed changes, showing the one flight path 

that is proposed to move off the Linden, Woodford and Faulconbridge area. 

Aircraft may fly at a lower altitude 

depending on weafler and 

operational conditions. 

Flichtpathsrance from2.Sto Skms 

either side of the lines shown. 
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lilden, Woodford and Faukonbridce to tKPerience at least 

132 aircraft movements per 24-hrs at altitudes between 

3,937ft (1.205ml and 10,040ft (3,060ml. 



Result of community engagement: 

The support that our community members were able to offer each other and the easy to understand in

formation as translated from the Draft EIS and WSI Noise Tool, explained to residents the implications of 

the WSI proposed flight paths in a way that was accessible and easily understood. As a result of people 

gaining the understanding that a proposed minimum 132 flights over 24hours were set to move above 

their homes, they took interest and used their own initiative to respond to the Draft EIS. 

It can be seen in the overview of sub issues that areas of the greatest concerns for residents were hours of 
operation, flight paths and general flight path design. It is also clear from this information and from 
read-ing published submissions, that residents requested alternative flight paths. 

Residents of the Mid-Mountains, who generated the highest number of submissions, had issue with pro
posed flight paths and hours of operation. This pattern of request can be supported both in the below 
graphs and in the published submissions. 

Sub-issues 

Each of the key issues h011e been broken d:>wn into sub- issues. ondth,s is set out be r::NJ. The percentages ore preliminary 
oncl w i l be refined 1or t re subm ssions report. 

The project 

Airspace 
cbssificotion Air traffic control 

<l'!b / procedures 

Modes of operation-- \ / l% 
6% 'L 

Hours of operation 
37% 

General night path desi!J> 
15% 

Air<:roft type 
,,,. <1% 

Flight Poth: 
24% 

Project development and alternatives 

Design 
Clel.lelopment 

proce1:s -genera l 
28% 

Future phoses 
11% 

- - 2016 vs 2023 fli,t,t paths 

---- 4'11, 
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Alternative flight 
poth(s) 

57% 

Pictured: 
Pie chart 1 showing over
view of sub issues identi
fied within the over 8400 
submission made in re
sponse to the Draft EIS. 

WSI Draft EIS submissions 
overview, May 2024. 

Pictured: 
Pie chart 2 showing over

view of project develop
ment and alternatives 
identified within the over 
8400 submissions made in 
response to the Draft EIS. 

WSI Draft EIS submissions 
overview, May 2024. 



To support community engagement and interest residents carried out the following activities: 

• Hosting multiple community meetings to share information from both the Noise Tool and Draft EIS 

chapters, as relevant to residents of Linden, Woodford and Faulconbridge, with attendances of 

be-tween 12-70 residents 

• Supporting neighbours in writing submissions when they struggled with this due to time, intellectual 

capacity or literacy/technology difficulties 

• Generating a significant public following on various Facebook community groups 

• Supplying digital and printed flyers to local businesses in the Penrith, Blue Mountains, Parramatta, 

Blacktown and Hills District areas, who then subsequently shared printed and digital flyers to their 

pa-trons via face to face and social media communications 

• Generating awareness of matters of cultural importance including the Linden Observatory and local 

Aboriginal Heritage sites within our community 

The Linden Observatory which has NSW State Heritage status was a high interest area and proved to be 

of great importance to our community, as it is indeed a working observatory which has discovered 45 Su

pernova. Flights over and around the observatory will interrupt the viewing and recording of the night sky 

as turbulence in the air and any contrails will mean that time lapse photography will be impossible. The 

Observatory's current Bortle rating is 3-4, but Dark Skies Accreditation will be lost if the disturbance to the 

night sky increases. This information was communicated clearly to WSI in submissions in response to the 

Draft EIS. However, the proposed changes to flight paths over and around the Linden Observatory would 

halt both Observatory operations and Dark Skies Accreditation. This was also explained to WSI repre

sentatives at the August 22nd 2024 WSI Community Feedback Session in Faulconbridge . 
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Pictured: Blue Mountains Gazette article 8/11/23 discussing the Linden Observatory as a current working 

observatory and outlining some of the facility's ongoing research. 
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Community engagement and the media: 

During the January 2024 submission process members of the community participated in interviews re

garding the Noise Tool and Draft EIS with ABC Radio, Channel 7 News, The Blue Mountains Gazette, The 

Daily Telegraph and The Penrith Press. By doing this we not only made our demands very clear to the De

partment of Infrastructure, but to the wider community. A main theme of the topics discussed with vari

ous media included the difficulty in accessing the Draft EIS and WSI Noise Tool and the overwhelming con

sensus from community members that flights from WSI should not be directed in such high concentration 

over small villages in the Blue Mountains. 
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noise and other serious concerns 
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Pictured: 

Daily Telegraph 27 /01/24 discussing t he 

incor-rect modeling of altitudes shown in 

both the Noise Tool and EIS 
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Pictured: 

Blue Mountains Gazette 17/01/2024 discussing 

the action taken by Linden community 
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Community engagement and the media: 

Community members also frequently posted our accomplishments such as community meetings and 

news coverage to Social Media sites and generated many likes, shares and began conversation around the 

topic of submission making. Again, community members agreed that flights from WSI should not be di

rected in such high concentration with both arrivals and departures over small villages in the Blue Moun

tains. This concern was also made very clear to The Department of Infrastructure through submissions 

made in response to the Draft EIS. 
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Pictured le ft: 

A thank you post for the community 

meeting organised to share information, 

organise letterbox drop and distribute flyers to vol

unteers, attended by Channel 7 and photographed 

for Blue Mountains Gazette. 

Pictured be low: 

Channel 7 14/01/24 coverage of the Linden com

munity meeting, aired on television and shared to 

lnstagram, YouTube and across multiple Facebook 

groups. 

0 

Pictured le ft: 

Example of conversation generated by social 

media posts about Linden community action. 

In addition to a digital campaign, community members also printed over 3000 community flyers and or

ganised the distribution of flyers to all homes in Linden, Woodford, Faulconbridge and extended this to 

areas of Springwood affected by Linden flight paths. This flyer was also shared across social media plat

forms and messaging services including Facebook, lnstagram, Facebook Messenger, WhatsApp, text mes

sage and email. This action demonstrates our communities' solidarity and conviction in our demand that 

we do not want flight paths over our homes, as was made very clear in Draft EIS response submissions. 
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The linden Residents website: 

Members of the community joined together to create a website which directed people to the specific pag

es of the Draft EIS as per their concerns, amalgamated the flight paths to show a comprehensive list of 

fl ights over particular areas, gave breakdowns of both day and night flights and gave direct links to online 

WSI pages that residents needed to access in order to make their submission. Community members main

tained the information based website over the course of January 2024. In just 25 days of being live the 

website gained over 3500 views and on its busiest day gained 600 views over a 24hr period. 

In the total time of its existence the Linden Residents website has had 4970 visits from within Australia 

alone. The Linden Residents website has also gained visits to the website from countries including: United 

States, United Kingdom, Singapore, New Zealand, India, Netherlands, Tha iland, Ireland, Belgium, Canada, 

Sweden, Malta, Hong Kong, Finland, Spain, Germany, China, Bangladesh, Austria, Cyprus, South Korea, 

France, Philippines, Malaysia and Nepal and received emails from people around the world who were con

cerned for the Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage area and who sympathised with the small commu

nities of Linden Woodford and Faulconbridge. 

The interest that this website gained from across the world very clearly shows that the security of the 

Blue Mountains and the health and safety of the residents of Linden, Faulconbridge and Woodford is in 

fact an Australia wide and globa l point of interest. While it has been stated by WSI Representatives t hat 

the Linden area was chosen for a high concent ration of f light paths due to its small population, it has been 

made very dear that there is more interest, investment and consideration for this community than was 
first assumed by The Department of Infrastructure. 

Pictured: 

Website built and maintained by our community and website statistics on views and counties accessing 

Country Visits. 
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Results of community efforts: 

The results of our various community efforts were overwhelmingly positive and showed that we in Linden, 

Faulconbridge and Woodford, absolutely have the capacity to make ourselves heard and to have influence 

on not only our wider Blue Mountains community, but on an interstate, Australia wide and global scale. 

During the January 2024 Draft EIS Response submission process we used the community engagement gen

erated to send a very clear message to the Department of Infrastructure that we would not accept this 

immense quantity of fl ights over our homes 24 hours a day. While the Department of Infrastructure did 

respond with a proposed change to flight path RRO, the linden, Woodford and Faulconbridge communi

ties stand firm in their continued message to the Department of Infrastructure, that this is not good 

enough. Throughout our submissions in response to the Draft EIS, we remained consistent and clear with 

our biggest concerns being for aircraft noise and noise effect on sleep and thus human health. These 

concerns were valid and reasonable, based on the information outlined within the WSI Noise Tool and 

Draft EIS. Community concerns are clearly reflected in the WSI Draft EIS submissions overview of sub is

sues identified within the over 8,400 submissions made in response to the Draft EIS - over 600 of these 

submissions being from each of the 2776 and 2778 postcodes. 

The proposed changes to RRO do not ease these concerns, do not meet our requests and do not 

negate the initial demands put forth in our submissions in response to the Draft EIS in January 2024. 
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Pie charts showing overview of sub issues identified within 
the over 8,400 submission made in response to the Draft EIS. 
WSI Draft EIS submissions overview, May 2024. 
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A community united: 

The journey for our community since flight paths and the Draft EIS were released has been a long and ex-

hausting one. As stated throughout this report, we feel that we could not have made ourselves any clearer 

to the Department of Infrastructure. While this process has taken its toll on many of us, largely due to the 

lack of accessible and clear information made available by the Department of Infrastructure, we as 

a community are proud of our accomplishments. We are proud to have been the postcodes with the 

great-est number of submissions. We feel that this speaks volumes and as previously stated, sends 

the very clear message that we do not accept this. This is not ok.  

Despite the very uphill journey since June 2023, in addition to sending our clear message, our efforts have 

also:  

• Given community members equitable access to facts stated within the EIS and Noise Tool

• Linked people directly to the areas of the Draft EIS that they were affected by or interested in

• Given people the concise information they needed in order to be informed about what was happening

in their community and to make their own submissions

• Helped people to be more empowered to take action and feel that they had the ability to speak up

• Adequately equipped and enabled our neighbours to complete submissions and give feedback in what-

ever way they each could

• Helped members of our community to feel heard, seen and empathised with

The Linden, Faulconbridge and Woodford communities are still asking the same questions, including: 

• Why were we chosen for the seven arriving and departing flight paths and minimum 132 flights that

make us the exception to attempts to keep flights off of residents in the Mid-Mountains?

• Why has it been deemed acceptable for Dark Skies Status and historical sites such as the Linden Obser-

vatory and the Emu in the Sky constellation to be destroyed?

• Why has the protection of the biodiversity of the Blue Mountains (including endangered species) been

disregarded?

• Why are aircraft flying so low over a World Heritage Listed Area with so much historic value?

• Why aren't alternate airspaces that would avoid the Blue Mountains altogether being explored?

• Why has the physical and mental of residents been dismissed in favour of profit?

We would still appreciate answers to these questions that go deeper than referring us to a set of Airspace 

Design Principles which in no way relate to our situation and which exclude our villages. 
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As a closing statement to this report: 

The Linden, Faulconbridge and Woodford communities are still demanding that the Department of Infra-

structure Transport, Regional Development, Communications and Arts:  

• Stop the concentration of remaining flight paths over the Linden, Faulconbridge and Woodford areas

• Do not introduce flights under 35,000ft over the Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area

• Ensure the security of the UNESCO World Heritage listing of the Greater Blue Mountains

• Safeguard Historic sites and status including the Linden Observatory, Dark Skies Status and the Emu in 

the Sky Constellation

• Explore alternate use of airspace NOT over the Blue Mountains

• Share flight paths equitably over the whole Sydney Basin by redesigning the Sydney Basin Airspace

• Introduce an 11pm to 6am curfew and hourly flight caps, just like Sydney International Airport

We hope that in future, the Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development, Communica-

tions and Arts will consider more equitable and accessible ways to communicate such life altering infor-

mation with residents of affected communities. We also look forward to the announcement of newly re-

vised flight paths that are not concentrated over Linden, Woodford and Faulconbridge. 
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Community members in agreeance with this report:  

This report was devised as a way of allowing community members who had little time to write their own 

responses, be given opportunity to respond to the WSI proposed changes and have their voices heard.  

During late August 2024, this report was shared via email and social media platforms with Mid-Mountains 

communities. Community members were invited to read, respond and agree with this document by add-

ing their name via a digital form. This report has been signed and supported by the following number of 

community members across the Blue Mountains.  

Number of signatories per postcode. 

171 signatures for Linden 2778  

57 signatures for Woodford 2778  

35 signatures for Faulconbridge 2776 

17 signatures for Lawson 2783  

14 signatures for Springwood 2777 

6 signatures for Blaxland 2774 

5 signatures for Sun Valley 2777 

4 signatures for Hazelbrook 2779  

4 signatures for Warrimoo 2774 

3 signatures for Katoomba 2780 

3 signatures for Wentworth Falls 2782 

2 signatures for Leura 2780 

1 signature for Winmalee 2777 




