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23rd April 2015 
 
 
Committee Secretary 
Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport References Committee 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
 
 
Dear Jane,  
 
I am writing in response to your letter regarding the inquiry into the effect of market 
consolidation on the red meat processing sector. 
 
Please see my responses below for committee consideration: 
 

(a) Yes there is a massive amount of collusion & misuse of power in the processing 
industry. The evidence is there for all to see. 

(b) The impact of the red meat5 consolidation is having a huge impact on farm gate 
prices, I would suggest 80% of beef farmers are either broke or going broke. 

(c) The existing selling structures are satisfactory, the problems is more 
consolidation less competition. 

(d) The regulatory environment as far as Bindaree beef is concerned is working ok. 
(e) Please see attached a letter previously sent about the imminent crisis. 

 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
John R McDonald 
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